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THE 

HI  S  T  O  RY 

O  F    T  H  E 

Ecclefiaftical  Commission. 


TH  E  People  of  England  being  very  fenfible 
that  the  Deflgn  of  King  James  II.  and  his 
Court  was  to  introduce  Popery  in  bis  Do- 
minions;  the  Clergy  in  a  more  particu- 
lar manner  thought  it  a  Duty  highly  incumbent  up- 
on them  not  to  be  Client  in  the  common  Danger  •,  and 
therefore  fo-m'd  their  Simons  and  pub-lick  Difcour- 
fes  more  e:  againft  the  Errors  and  Corruptions 

of  the  Church  of  Rome.  But  that  unhappy  Prince 
being  taught  to  believe,  that  :ver  whs  fa.d  a- 

gaintr.  his  Religion,  was  a  R  fledion  upon  bis  Per* 
fon  and  Government,  refoto'd  to  rcftr^m  the  liber- 
ty of  the  Pulpit.  To  which  end,  he  orcu'd  the 
Directions  c oncer .  ::rs,    p.  in    1662, 

to  be   reprinted  \    and  reinfore'd  'em  with  a  Let- 
ter dire&ed  to  the  Lords  the  Archbifi-ops  of  Canter- 
bury aud  York,  given  at  I  .11  the  %ih  of  Marci 
1685.  m  tht  fecor.d  Year  cf  his  Reign,   to  prohibit 
Treacling  upon  controverted  Points.     His  Order  was 
a   kind    of  Prohibition  to  the  Ckrg\  ,  to  defend 
their  Religion  in  the  Pulpit,  when  at  the  feme  time 
it  was  attack'd  by  the  Popifh  Priefts,   with  a  Li  the 
Vigour  and  Viroiency  they  were  capable  of,  both 
in  their  Sermons  and  Bocks.    It  was  taken  from 
a  Precedent  111   Queen    Mays  Time,   feeing  the 
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firft  Step  which  fhe  made  to  introduce  Popery  (not- 
withff  anding  her  Promifes  to  the  Gentlemen  of  Nor- 
folk and  Suffbtk  to  the  contrary,  upon  their  appear- 
ing the  firft  of  any  for  her  Right,  at  her  Brother's 
Death)  was  to  iftue  cut  a  Proclamation,  forbidding 
the  Preaching  upon  controverted  Points  of  Religion, 
for  fear,  as  was  faid,  of  railing  Animofities  among 
the  People.  But  the  Clergy,  notwithstanding  this  en- 
fnaring  Letter  of  King  James,  perfifting  firmly  in 
their  Duty  ^  to  curb  and  filence  them,  a  new  Court  of 
Inquifition  was  erected,  under  the  Name  of  a  Com- 
miffion  for  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs  \  and  to  blind  the  Peo- 
ple, fome  Bifhops  of  the  Church  of  England  were 
nam'd  in  it.  The  Coramiftion  it  felf  ran  in  thefe  Terms. 


James  II.  By  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of 

England^   Scot land \    France  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c. 

0  the  mofi  Reverend  father  in  God-,  our  Right 
Trufiy^  and  Right  well-beloved  Counfellor,  Willi- 
am Lord  Archbifljop  of  Canterbury,   Primate  of  all 
England  and  Metropolitan  ,   and  to  our  Right  Trufiy 
and  well-beloved  Comnfcllor,  George  Lord  Jefferys, 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England  \  and  to  our  Right  Trufiy 
and  Right  well-beloved  Coufin  and,  Comfellory  Law- 
rence Earl  of  Rocheiler,  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  Eng- 
land *,  and  to  our  Right  Trufiy  and  Right  well-beloved 
Coufin  and  Counsellor ,  Pvobert  Earl  of  Sunderland ,  Preft- 
dent  of  our  Council,  and  our  Principal  Secretary  oj  State  \ 
and.  to  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  and  our 
Righp  Trufiy  and  well-beloved  Counjellor,    Nathaniel* 
Lord  Bifljcp  of  Durefme ",  and  to  the  Right  Reverend 
Father  in  God,    our  Right   Trufiy  and  well-beloved, 
Thomas  Lord  Bifhop  of  Rochefter,    and  to  our  Right 
Trufiy  and  well-beloved  Counjellor,  Sir  Edward  Her- 
bert, Knight y  Chief  Jufiice  of  the  Pleas  before  m  to 
be   holden  afiignd,    Greeting,    We  for  divers  good, 
weighty  and  neceffary.  Caufes,  and  Confederations,  Vs. 

hereunto^ 
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hereunto  efpecially  moving,   of  oar  mere  Motion  and 
certain  Knowledge,  by  force  and  virtue  of  our  Supream 
Authority  and  Prerogative  Royal,  do  affign,  name7  and 
author ) fe,  by  thefe  our  Letters  Patents  under  the  great 
Seal  of  England,  you  the  jaid  Lord  Archbijhop   of 
Canterbury,  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  Lord  High 
Treafurer  of  England,  Lord  Prefident  of  our  Council^ 
LordBijhop  o/Durefme,  Lord  Bifljop  0/Rochefler,  and 
our  Chief  Jufiice  afore  faid,  or  any  three  or  more  of  you, 
whereof  you  the  faid  Lord  Chancellor  to  be  one,  from 
Time  to  Time,  and  at  all  Times  during  our  Pleafurey 
to*-  exercife,    ufe,    occupy  and  execute  under  ZJs,    all 
manner  of  Jur  if  diction,  Privileges  and  Preheminences^ 
in  any  wife  touching  or  concerning  any  Spiritual  or  Ec- 
clefiaflical  JurifdiEHons,  within  this  our  Realm  of  Eng- 
land, and  Dominion  of  Wales;  and  to  vifit,  reform^ 
redrefs,  correct  and  amend  all  fuch  Abufes,  Offences^ 
Contempts  and  Enormities  whatfoever^  which  by  the 
Spiritual  or  Ecclefiafiical  Laws  of  this  Realm  can,  or 
may  lawfully  be  reform  d,  order  d,  redrefs'd,  corrected, 
reflraind  or  amended,  to  the  Pleasure  of  Almighty  God, 
and  encreafe  of  Venue,  and  the  Conservation  of  the 
Peace  and  Vnity  of  this  Realm,    And  we  do  hereby 
give  and  grant  unto  you,  or  any  three  or  more  of  you, 
as  aforefaid,  whereof  you  the  faid  Lord  Chancellor  to 
be  one,  thus  by  ZJs  namd,  affign  d,  authorized  and.  ap- 
pointed, by  force  of  our  Supream  Authority  and  Prero- 
gative Royal,  full  Power  and  Authority  from  Time  to 
Time,  and  at  all  Times  during  our  Plea/lire,  under  ZJs 
to  /exercife,   uje   and  execute,   all  the  Premifes,  ac- 
cording to  the  Tenor  and  Effect  of  thefe  our  Letters 
Patents,  any  Matter  or  Caufe  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife 
notwithfiandwg.     And  we  do  by  thtfe  Pre  ferns  give 
full  Power  and  Authority  unto  you^    or  any  three   or 
mitre  of  you,  as  is  af ore] aid,  whereof  you  the  faid  Lord 
Chancellor  to  be  one,    by  all  l.iwfd  Ways  and  Means, 
from  Time  to  Time  hereafter,  during  our  Pleafure,  to 
enquire  of  all  Offences,  Contempts,  Tranfgrtjfions  and 
Mif demeanors,  done  and  committed,  contrary  to  the  Ec- 
clefiafiical Laws  of  this  our  Realm,  in  any  County,  City, 
Borough,  or  other  Place  or  Places,  exempt  or  not  exempt, 
within   this  our  Realm  of  England  and  Dominion  of 

B  2  Wales, 


s 


4  The   HISTORT  of 

Wales,  and  all  and  every  of  the  Offender  or  Offen- 
ders therein,  and  them  and  every  of  them,  to  order, 
correct,  reform,  and  punifh,  by  Cenfure  of  the  Church, 
And  alfo  we  do  give,  and  grant  full  Tower  and  Autho- 
rity unto  you,  or  any  three  or  more  of  you,  as  is  afore' 
faid,  whereof  you  the  [aid  Lord  Chancellor  to  be  one, 
in  like  manner  as  is  aforefaid,  from  Time  to  Time,  and 
at  all  Times  during  our  Pleafure,  to  enquire  of,  fearch 
out,  and  call  before  you,  all  and  every  Ecclefiafiical 
ferfon  or  Perfons,  of  what  Degree  or  Dignity  foever, 
as  Jhall  offend  in  any  of  thefe  Particulars  before  menti- 
on'd;  and  them  and  every  of  them  to  correct  andpu- 
niftj,  for  fuch  their  Misbehaviours  and  Mifdemeanors^ 
by  fufpending  or  depriving  them  from  all  Promotions  Ec- 
clefiafiical, and  from  all  Functions  in  the  Church,  and 
to  inflict  other  Punijhments  or  Cenfures  upon  them, 
according  to  the  Ecclefiafiical  Laws  of  this  Realm, 
And  further,  we  do  give  full  Power  and  Authority 
unto  you,  or  any  three  or  more  of  you,  as  is  aforefaid, 
whereof  you  the  faid  Lord  Chancellor  to  be  one,  by 
virtue  hereof,  and  in  like  manner,  and  as  is  aforefaid^ 
to  enquire,  hear,  determine,  and  punijh.  all  Incefi,  A- 
dulteries,  Fornications,  Outrages,  Misbehaviours  and 
Diforders  in  Marriages,  and  all  other  Grievances,  and 
great  Crimes  and  Offences,  which  are  punijhable  or  re- 
jormable  by  the  Ecclefiafiical  Laws  of  this  our  Realm, 
committed  or  done,  or  hereafter  to  be  committed  or 
done  in  any  Place,  exempt  or  not  exempt,  within  this 
our  Realm,  according  to  the  Tenor  of  the  Ecclefiafiical 
Lavos  in  this  behalf',  granting  you,  or  any  three  or  more 
of  you,  as  is  afore  faid,  whereof  you  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor to  be  one,  full  Power  and  Authority  to  order 
and  award,  fuch  Punifhment  to  every  fuch  Offender,  by 
Cerfures  of  the  Church,  or  other  lawful  Ways,  as  is  a- 
bovefaid.  And  further,  we  do  give  full  Power  and 
Authority  to  you,  or  any  three  or  more  of  you,  as  is  a- 
f ore  faid,  whereof  you  the  faid  Lord  Chancellor  to  be 
one,  to  call  before  you,  or  any  three,  or  more  of  you, 
as  afore  faid ,  whereof  you  the  faid  Lord  Chancel- 
lor to  be  one,  all  and  every  Offender  and  Offenders 
in  any  of  the  Premifes  -,  and  aljo  all  fuch  as  by  you,  or 
any  three  or  more  of  you,  as  is  afore  faid,  whereof  you 
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the  faid  Lord  Chancellor  to  be  one,  ft)  all  fe  em  to  befuf 
peEled  Perfons  in  any  of  the  Premifes,  which  yon  ftjall 
object  againfl  them%  and  to  proceed  againfl  them,  and 
every  of  them,  as  the  Nature  and  the  Quality  of  the 
Offence,  or  Suspicion  in  that  behalf  ft)  all  require',  and 
alfo  to  call  all  fuch  Witneffes,  or  any  other  Per  J  on  or 
Perfons  that  can  inform  you  concerning  any  of  the 
Premifes^  as  you,  orr  any  three  or  more  of  you,  as  is 
aforesaid,  whereof  you  the  faid  Lord  Chancellor  to  be 
one ,  and  them  and  every  of  them,  to  examine  upon  their 
Corporal  Oaths,  for  the  better  Try al  and  Opening  of  the 
Truth  of  the  Premifes,  or  any  part  thereof ' ;  And  if  you, 
or  any  three  or  more  of  you,  as  is  afore  faid,  whereof  you 
the  faid  Lord  Chancellor  to  be  one,  ft) all  find  any  Perfon 
or  Perfons  whatsoever  obftinate  or  difobedient  in  their 
appearance  before  you,  or  any  three  or  more  of  you,  as 
is  aforefaid,  whereof  you  the  faid  Lord  Chancellor  to  _ 
be  one^  at  your  Commandments,  or  elfe  in  not  obeying 
or  not  accompliftnng  your  Orders,  Decrees,  and  Com- 
mandments, or  any  thing  touching  the  Premifes,  or  any 
part  thereof \  or  any  other  Branch  or  Claufe  contain  d 
in  this  Commiffion  ',  that  then  you,  or  any  three  or  more 
ofyou,  as  aforefaid,  whereof  you  the  faid  Lord  Chan- 
cellor to  be  one,  jhall  have  full  Power  and  Authority  to 
puniftj  the  fame  Perfon  or  Perfons  offending,  by  Excom- 
munication, Sufpenfwn,  Deprivation,  or  other  Cenfures 
Ecclefiajiical :  And  when  any  Perfons  jhall  be-  convened 
or  profecuted  before  you,  as  aforefaid,  for  any  of  the 
Caufes  above  exprefs'd,  at  the  In  fiance  or  Suit  of  any 
Perfon  profecuting  the  Offence  in  that  behalf,  that  then 
you,  or  any  three  or  more  of  you,  as  aforefaid,  whereof 
you  the  faid  Lord.  Chancellor  to  be  one,  Jhall  have  full 
Power  and  Authority  to  award  fuch  Cofis  and  Expences  of 
the  Suit  as  well  to  and  again  ft.  the  Party,  &  ft  all  prefer 
or  profecute  the  faid  Offence,  as  to  and  againfl:  the ' 
Party  or  Partys  that  ftjall  be  convened,  according  as 
their  Caufes  J}) all  require,  and  to  you  in  J  lift  ice  jl\z!l  be 
thought  reafonable.  And  further,  our  Will  and  Plea- 
fureis,  that  you  affume  our  we'l-beloved William  Sridg- 
Ifian,  Efq;  one  of  the  Clerh  of  our  Council,  or  his  fujfi- 
cient  Deputy  or  Deputy s  in  that  behalf,  to  be  your  Re- 
gifter^  whom  we  do  by  thefe  Prefents  depute  to  that  effect, 
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for  the  regiflrlng  of  all  your  Acts,  Decrees  and  Pro- 
ceedings,  by  virtue  of  this  our  Commiffion  ',  and  that 
in  like  manner  you,  or  any  three  or  more  of  you,  whereof 
yon  the  faid  Lord  Chancellor  to  be  one,  by  your  Difcre- 
tions  Jhall  appoint  one  or  more  Adeffengers,  and  other 
Officer  or  Officers,  neceffary  and  convenient  to  attend 
upon  you  for  any  Service  in  this  behalf.    Our  Will  and 
exprefs  Commandment  alfo  is,  That  there  fhall  be  two 
Paper  Booh  indented  and  made,  the  one  to  remain  with 
the  faid  Regifter,  or  his  fufficient  Deputy  or  Deputy s, 
the  other  with  fuch  Perfons  and  in  fuch  Places  as  you 
the  faid  Commiffioners,  or  any  three  or  more  of  you, 
whereof  you  the  faid  Lord  Chancellor  to  be  one,  Jh all 
in  your  Difcretion  think  mofl  fit  and  meet :  In  both 
which  Booh  fhall  be  fairly  entered  all  the  Acts,  De- 
crees and  Proceedings  made  or  to  be  made,  by  virtue  of 
this  Commiffion.    And  whereas  our  Vniverfitys  of  Ox- 
ford and  Cambridge,  and  divers  Cathedral  and  Col- 
legiate Churches,  Colleges,  Grammar -Schools,  and  other 
Ecclefiafiical  Incorporations  have  been  erected,  founded, 
and  endowed  by  fever  al  of  our  Royal  Progenitors,  Kings 
and  Queens  of  this  Realm,  and  fome  others,  by  the  Cha- 
rity and  Bounty  offome  of  their  Subjects,  as  well  within 
our  Vniverfitys,  as  other  Parts  and  Places,  the  Ordi- 
nances, Rules  and  Statutes  whereof  are  either  imbezled, 
loft,  corrupted,  or  altogether  imper felted ;  We  do  there- 
fore give  a  full  Power  and  Authority  to  you,  or  any  five 
or  more  of  yon,  of  whom  we  will  you  the  aforenamed 
Lord  Chancellor  always  to  be  one,  to  caufe  or  command  in 
our  Name,  all  andfmgular  the  Ordinances,  Rules  and, 
Statutes  of  our  Vniverfitys,  and  all  and  every  Cathedral 
and  Collegiate  Churches,   Colleges,  Grammar-Schools, 
and  other  Ecclefiafiical  Incorporations,  together  with 
their  feveral  Letters  Patents,    and  other  Writings, 
touching  or  in  any  wife  concerning  the  feveral  Erections 
or  Foundations,  to  be  brought  and  exhibited  before  you 
or  any  five  or  more  of  you,  as  is  aforefaid,  whereof  you 
the  faid  Lord  Chancellor  to  be  one  ',  willing,  command' 
ingy  and  authorising  you,  or  any  five  or  more  of  you,  as 
aforefaid,  whereof  you  the  faid  Lord  Chancellor  to  be 
one,  upon  the  exhibiting,  and  upon  diligent  and  deli~ 
beraie  View,  Search  t,nd  Examination  of  the  j aid  Sta- 
tutes* 
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tutes,  Rules  and  Ordinances,  Letters  Patents,  and 
Writings,  as  is  aforefaid,  the  fame  to  correct,  amendy 
and  alter.  And  alfo,  where  no  Statutes  are  extant  in 
all  or  any  of  the  aforefaid  Cafes,  to  devife  andfet  down 
fitch  good  Orders  and  Statutes,  as  you,  or  any  five  or 
more  of  you,  as  is  aforefaid,  whereof  you  the  f aid  Lord 
Chancellor  to  be  one,  fljall  think  meet  and  convenient  to 
be  by  us  confirmed,  ratified,  allowed,  and  fet  forth  for 
the  better  Order  and  Rule  of  the  f aid  Vniverjitys,  Ca- 
thedrals, and  Collegiate  Churches,  Colleges,  and  Gram- 
mar-Schools, Eretlions  and  Foundations,  and  the  Pof- 
feffions  and  Revenues  of  the  fame,  as  may  befl  tend  to 
the  Honour  of  Almighty  God,  Jncreafe  of  Vertue^ 
Learning,  and  Vnity  in  the  faid  Places,  and  the  Pub- 
lick  Weal  and  Tranquillity  of  this  our  Realm,  More- 
over our  Will,  Pleafure,  and  Commandment  is,  That 
our  faidCommiffioners,  and  every  of  you,  fhall  diligently 
and  faithfully  execute  this  our  Commiffion,  and  every 
Part  and  Branch  thereof,  in  manner  and  form  aforefaid, 
and  according  to  the  true  meaning  hereof,  notwithjiand- 
ing  any  Appellation,  Provocation,  Privilege,  or  Exemp- 
tion in  that  behalf,  to  be  made,  pretended,  or  alledged 
by  any  Pjrfon  or  Perfons,  refident  or  dwelling  in  any 
Place  or  Places,  exempt  or  not  exempt,  within  this  our 
Realm,  any  Laws,  Statutes^  Proclamations  or  Grants, 
Privileges,  or  Ordinances,  which  be  or  may  feem  to  be 
contrary  to  the  Premifes,  notwithstanding.  And  for  the 
better  Credit  and  more  manifefl  Notice  of  your  Doing 
in  Execution  of  this  our  Commiffion,  our  Pleafure  and 
Commandment  is,  That  to  your  Letters  Miffive,  Pro- 
ceffes,  Decrees,  Orders,  and  Judgments,  for  or  by  you, 
or  any  three  or  more  of  you,  as  is  aforefaid,  to  be 
awarded,  fent  forth,  had,  made,  decreed,  given,  or 
pronounced,  at  fuch  certain  Publick  Places,  as  fhall  be 
appointed  by  you,  or  any  three  or  more  of  you,  as  is 
aforefaid,  for  the  due  Execution  of  this  our  Commiffion^ 
fome  three  or  more  of  you,  as  is  aforefaid,  whereof  you 
the  faid  Lord  Chancellor  to  be  one,  fhall  caufe  to  be  put 
and  fixed  a  Seal,  engraven  with  the  Rs>fc,and  Crown, 
and  the  Letter  J.  and  Figure  2  before,  and  the  Letter 
R.  after  the  fame,  with  a  Ring  or  Circumference  about 
the  fame  Seal,  containing  as  followeth',  Sigillum  Gora- 
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cas.  Finally,  We  Will  and  Command  all,  and  fingular 
other  our  Mwifters  and  Subje&s,  in  all  and  every  Place 
and  Places,  exempt  and  not  exempt,  within  our  Realm 
of  England  and  Dominion  of  Wales,  upon  any  know- 
ledge or  requejl  from  you,  or  any  three  or  more  of  you9 
as  is  afore/ aid,  to  them  or  any  of  them  given  or  made9 
to  be  aiding^  helping  and  affijiing  unto  you,  and  to  your 
Commandment^  in,  and  for  the  due  executing  your 
Precepts,  Letters,  and  other  P>oceffes  requifite  m,  and 
for  the  due  executing  of  this  our  Commiflion,  as  they 
and  every  of  them  tender  our  Pleafure  and  Will,  to 
anfwer  the  contrary  at  their  utmoft  Perils.  In  Wit- 
nefs,  &c. 

Thefe  Commiffioners  thought  &t  to  begin  the  Exer- 
cife  of  their  new  Power  with  the  Sufpenfion  of  Dr, 
Compton,  Bifhop  of  London.    This  Noble    Prelate, 
by  a  Condud  worthy  of  his  Birth  and  Station  in  the 
Church,  had  acquir'd  the  Love  and  Eileem  of  ali  the 
Proteftant  Churches  at  home  and  abroad,  and  was 
for  that  reafon  the  Mark  of  the  Envy  and  Hatred  of 
the  Romifh  Party  at  Court,  which  had  for  lome  time 
Court  dif-  born  a  particular  Grudg  to  his  Lord  (hip  on  another 
fathffd     account :  for  after  the  King  had  triumpb'd  over  the 
ve'itb  the    Duke  of  Monmouth,  and  the  poor  Wretches  his  Fol- 
Bifiop  of    lowers  in  the  Weft,  he  plainly  difcover'd  by  his  Speech 
London,    jn  parliament  his  Refoiution  to  make  u(e  of  the  Ser- 
and  why.   vjces  0f  frls  p0pifh  Officers  in  the  Army,  tho  exprefly 
contrary  to  Law  *,  againft  which  the  Commons  were 
going  to  Addreft.   The  Biihop,  notwithflanding  the 
Lords  had  voted  Thanks  to  the  King  for  his  plain- 
dealing  Harangue,  mov'd  in  the  Name  of  himielf  and 
all  his  Brethren,  to  have  the  Speech  debated  \  which 
as  it  was  extraordinary  and  unufual  in  the  houfe,  Co 
was  it  not  lefs  furprizing  to  the  King  and  Court :  and 
therefore  anOccaiion  was  rather  taken  by  than  given 
to  the  New  Commiflioners  to  ennoble  their  Etcleji- 
aftical  Commiffion  with  luch  an  illuftrious  Sacrifice, 
in  the  Bufinefs  of  Dr.  Sharp,    now  Archbifhop  of 
Tork. 

The 
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The  Priefts  about  the  King,  knowing  how  much 
it  was  their  Intereft  that  the  Proteftant  Clergy  (liou'd 
not  have  leave  to  refute  the  Errors  of  the  Church  of 
Rome  in  their  Sermons,  had  advifed  him  to  fend  to 
the  Bifhops  the  enfnaring  Letter  or  Order  before- 
mention'd,  containing  Directions  about  Preachers, 
The  Learned  Dr.  Sharp  (whom  the  Jefuit  Orleans, 
in  his  Revolutions  of  England,  rudely  calls  the  railing 
Parfon)  taking  occafion,  in  fome  of  his  Sermons,  to 
vindicate  the  Do&rine  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
oppofition  to  Popery  *,  this  was  in  the  Court  Dialed 
understood  to  be  endeavouring  to  beget  in  the  Minds 
of  his  Hearers  an  ill  Opinion  of  the  King  and  his  Go- 
vernment, by  infvnuating  Fears  and  Jealoufys  to  difpofe 
them  to  Difcontent,  and  to  lead  them  into  Difobedience 
and  Rebellion,  and  consequently  a  Contempt  of  the  [aid 
Order  about  Preachers.  Upon  which  King  James 
fent  a  Letter  to  the  Bifhop  of  London,  and  it  was  de- 
livered him  at  Fdham,  on  Thurfday,  June  17.  by 
Atterbitry  the  MefTenger,  who  always  had  been  fond 
of  (uch  MefTages,  and  is  now  employ'd  in  a  higher 
Poft,  being  Clerk  of  the  Cheque  to  the  Meflengers, 

James  E6 

T>  Ight  Reverend  Father  inGod,we  greet  you  well :  k.  James^ 
A^  Whereas  we  have  been  informed  and  are  fully  Letter  to 
fatisfy'd  that  Dr.  John  Sharp,  Re&or  of  the  Parifh  the  Biftop 
Church  of  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields,  in  the  County  of  of  London 
Middlefex,  and  in  your  Diocefe,  notwithftanding t0  MP*"* 
our  late  Letter  to  the  raoft  Reverend  Fathers  in  God  Dr*  Sharp* 
the  Archbifhops  of  Canterbury  and  York,  and  our 
Directions  concerning  Preachers,  given  at  our  Court 
at  Whitehall,  the  15th  of  March,  1685.   in  the  2d 
Year  oT  cur  Reign  ;  Yet  he,  the  (aid  John  Sharp,\.. 
in  Contempt  of  the  faid  Orders,  hath  in  {bme  of 
his  Sermons  fince  preach'd,  prefum'd  to  make  fome      ft 
unbecoming  Reflections,  and  to  utter  fuch  Expref- 
fmos  as  were  not  fit  or  proper  for  him,  endeavour- 
ing thereby  to  beget  in  the  Minds  of  his  Hearers 
an  evil  Opinion  of  us  and  our  Government,  by  in- 
finuating  Fears  and  Jealouivs  to  difpofe  them  to 

C  '  Dif- 
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c  Di  (content,  and  to  lead  them  into  Difbbedience  and 
c  Rebellion:  Thefe  are  therefore  to  require  and  com- 
4  mand  you  immediately  upon  Receipt  hereof,  forth- 
c  with  to  fufpend  him  from  further  preaching  in  any 
c  Parifh  Church  or  Cbappel  in  your  Diocele,  until 
4  he  has  given  us  Satisfaction,  and  our  further  Plea- 
c  fure  be  known  herein  ,  and  fl-r  your  (b  doing  this 
c  (ball  be  your  Warrant :  And  fo  we  bid  ycufcear 
4  til y  farewcl. 


Given  at  our  Court  at  Windfor  the  14th  of  June, 
1686.  in  the  id  Tear  of  our  Reign.  By  his 
Majefiys Command^  Sunderland. 


The  Bifliop  of  London  perceiv'd  that  the  Defign 
of  this  Letter  was  abfolutely  to  forbid  preaching 
againil  Popery  •,  and  tbe  EfFed  of  it  might  be  to 
fufpend  all  the  Eminent  Preachers  in  England.  His 
Lord  (hip  however  endeavour'd  to  divert  the  Storm 
that  threatned  tbe  Church  and  Clergy,  and  there- 
fore wrote  this  fubmifiive  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Sun- 
dcrland,  to  be  communicated  to  the  King,  and  made 
Dr.  Sharp  himfelf  the  Bearer  of  it  to  Hampton^Court^ 
on  Friday  the  18th  of  June. 

My  Lord, 

Bijhp  of  c  T  Always  have  and  (hall  count  it  my  Duty  to  obey 
London'^  c  the  King  in  whatfoever  Commands  he  lays  upon 
Letter  to  *  me,  that  I  can  perform  with  a  -fafe  Confcience*,  but 
the  Earl  cjc  in  this  I  humbly  conceive  I  am  oblig'd  to  proceed 
Sunder-  c  according  to  Law,  and  therefore  it  is  impoMible 
land  about <>  for  me  to  comply  *,  becaufe  though  his  Majeiiy 
Dr.Sharp..*  commands  me  only  to  execute  his  Pleafure,  yet  in  . 
c  the  Capacity  I  am  to  do  ir,  I  rouft  ad  as  a  Judge  : 

*  and  your  Lordihip. knows  no  jud^e  condemns  any 
c  Man  before  he  has  Knowledge  of  the  Cauie,  and 
c  has  cited  the  Party.     However  I  (ent  to  Mr.  Dean, 

*  and  acquainted  him  with  his  Majeiiy 's  Difpieafure, 
1  whom  I  find  [q  ready  to  give  ail  reafonab'e  Satibfac- 

*  tion,  that  i  have  tliought  fit  to  make  him  the  Bearer 

'  of 


«. 
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*■  of  this  Anfwer  from  him  that  will  never  be  unfaith- 
c  ful  to  the  King,  nor  otherwise  than, 

My  Lord, 

Tour  Lord/hip's  mofl  humble  Servant , 

H.  London. 

No  Anfwer  cou'd  be  obtain'd  to  this  Letter  of  the 
JBifliop,  and  therefore  on  Sunday  following  Dr.  Sharp 
carry'd  his  Petition  to  Windfor. 

To  the  Kings  mqft  Excellent  Majefty : 
The  humble  Petition  of  John  Sharp,  CW, 

Shewethj 

HP  H  AT  nothing  is  fo  afBi&ive  to  your  Petitioner  Mar 

as  his  unhappinefs  to  have  incurr'd  your  Ma-  SharpV 
jefty's  Difpleafure,  which  he  is  fo  fenfible  of,  that  Petition  to 
ever  fince  your  Majefty  was  pleas'd  to  give  notice  K-  James. 
of  it^  he  hath  forborn  all  publick  Exercife  of  his 
Function,  and  ftill  continues  fo  to  do. 
'  Your  Petitioner  can  with  great  Sincerity  affirm, 
that  ever  fince  he  hath  been  a  Preacher,  he  hath 
faithfully  endeavour'd  to  do  the  beft  Service  he 
cou'd  in  his  Place  and  Station,  as  well  to  the  late 
King  your  Royal  Brother,  as  to  your  Majefty,  both 
by  preaching  and  otherwife. 
*  And  fo  far  he  hath  always  been  from  venting  any 
thing  in  the  Pulpit  tending  to  Scbifm  or  Faction, 
or  any  way  to  the  Diflurbance  of  your  Majefty's 
Government,  that  he  hath  upon  all  occasions  in  his 
Sermons,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power,  (Set  himfeii 
againft  all  forts  of  Doctrines  and  Principles  that 
look  that  way  ^  and  this  he  is  fo  well  afTur'd  of, 
that  he  cannot  but  apprehend  that  his  Sermons  have 
been  very  much  mifreprefented  to  your  Majefty. 

C  z  c  But 
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4  But  if  in  any  Sermon  of  his,  any  Words  or  Ex^ 
4  preftions  have  unwarily  dipt  from  him  that  have 
4  been  capable  of  fuch  Conftru&ions  as  to  give  vour 
4  Majefty  caule  of  Offence:,  as  he  folemnly  profeiTes 
4  he  had  no  ill  Intentions  in  thofe  Words  or  Exprefti- 
4  ons,  fo  he  is  very  forry  for  them,  and  refolves  for 
4  the  future  to  be  careful  in  the  difcbarge  of  his  Duty, 
4  that  your  Majefty  (hall  have  reafbn  to  believe  him 
4  to  be  your  moft  faithful  Subject.  And  therefore 
4  he  earneftly  prayeth  that  your  Majefty  out  of  yqur 
4  Royal  Grace  and  Clemency,  wou'd  be  pleas'd  to 
4  lay  afide  the  Difpleafure  you  have  conceived  againft 
4  your  humble  Petitioner,  and  reftore  him  to  that 
4  Favour  which  the  reft  of  the  Clergy  enjoy  under 
c  your  Majefty's  Gracious  Government. 

So  your  Petitioner  Jball  ever  pray,  &c. 

This  Petition  was  not  admitted  to  be  read,  for  a 
Refolution  had  been  taken  to  execute  the  Difpleafure 
of  the  King  upon  the  Bifhop  of  London  ;  and  there- 
fore, oxxTnefday,  Am%.^.  the  Commilfioners opened 
their  Commiftion,  and  immediately  fent  a  Citation 
to  the  Bifhop  of  London  to  appear  before  them  in  the 
Council-Chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Ang.o9 

Bifiop  of      My  Lord  appearing  accordingly  °,  the  Commifli- 
London    oners  there  prefent  were  the  Lord  Chancellor  jfc/- 
appears  be-  freys,    the  Earl  of  Rochefter  Lord  Treafurer,   the 
fore  theEc-  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Council,  the  Lord  Bilhop  of 
clefmlYical  DHrham,  the  Lord  Bimop  of  Rochefter,  and  the  Lord 
fommifio-  chief  Juftice  Herbert.    The  Chancellor  began,  and 
fers'         having  charged  the  Biftiop  with  not  obferving  the 
King's  Commands,  in  the  Cafe  of  Dr.  Sharp,  who 
had,  he  faid,  prcach'd  fedition/ly  and  againft  the  Go- 
vernment ;   the  Bifhop  humbly   begg'd  a  Copy  of 
the  Commiftion,    and  a  Copy  of  his  Charge :  but 
the  Chancellor  laid,  no  Copy  of  the  Commiftion 
cou'd  be  granted  *,  that  it  was  unreafonable  to  defire 
it  *,  that  it  was  upon  Record  \  and  added,  in  a  way 
of  Contempt,  That  all  the  Coffee-howfes  had  it  for  a 
fenny  a-piece  ":  and  he  doubted  not  but  his  Lordfhip 
liad  feen  ir.    However,  the  Biftiop  infixing  upon  his 

Pe~ 
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Defire,  he  wasorder'd  to  withdraw,  but  being  foon 
call'd  in  again,  both  his  Lord  (hip's  Requefts  were 

deny'd This  done,  the  Biihop  defir'd  Time  to 

advife  with  Counfel,  and  to  have  them  plead  \  and 
that,  confidering  the  Seafon  of  the  Year,  and  that 
there  was  not  one  Civilian  in  the  Commons,  he 
hop'd  they  would  give  him  Time  till  towards  the 
Term.  This  the  Chancellor  furlily  faid  was  unrea- 
reafonable,  'That  the  Kings  Bufinefs  would  not  admit 
of  fuch  Delays,  and  he  thought  a  Week  was  enough : 
So  they  adjourn'd  to  the  15th  of  Auguft,  when  the  81- 
fhop  appear'd  again,  attenaed  by  his  Nephew  the  Earl 
of  Northampton,  his  Brother-in-law  Sir  John  Nicolas^ 
and  his  Brother  Sir  Francis  Compton,  My  Lord, 
after  having  infifted  on  a  further  time,  being  or- 
der'd  to  withdraw  *,  he  was  tcld,  when  call'd  in  a- 
gain,  that  their  Lordfhips  were  refolv'd  to  give  no 
time  for  pleading  to  their  Jurifdi&ion  •,  but  Tor  any 
other  Anfwer,  they  would  grant  a  Fortnight ;  and 
fo  adjourn'd  to  the  31ft  of  Aaguft.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Bifhop  fent  bis  Prodor  to  their  Regifter, 
for  a  Copy  of  what  Orders  and  other  Minutes  they 
had  fet  down  concerning  his  Bufmefs  \  but  it  was 
refus'd,  tho  his  Counfel  told  him  it  was  never  de- 
ny'd in  any  Court.  Now  as  to  the  Sentiments 
tbefe  worthy  Commiffioners  had  of  their  Commif- 
fion, as  well  thofe  that  are  living  as  thole  that 
are  dead,  let  a  Tafte  of  them  appear  by  what 
the  Chancellor  declar'd  in  their  Names :  We  will 
not  admit  of  any  quarrelling  with  our  Commiffion  \  we 
are  well  ajjur'd  of  the  Legality  of  it,  otherwife  we 
would  not  be  fuch  Fools  us  to 'fit  here.  Some  of  'era 
publilh'd  afterwards,  That  they  did  doubt  of  the 
Legality  of  it ',  and  yet  were  fuch  Fools  as  to 
fit.  At  this  Appearance  of  my  Lord  Bi (hop's, 
when  his  Lordfhip  fpoke  concerning  the  Commillion, 
Sir  Thomas  C Urges  cry'd  out,  Well  put,  Well  puty 
my  Lord  fpeaks  nothing  but  Truth,  There  was  alio 
j^another  Gentleman,  Sir  John  Lowther  of  Lincoln^ 
Jh'irc,  who,  as  he  was  coming  away  in  the  Croud, 
{aid,  There  are  fame  who  have  reprefented  me  m  a 
Tapijt,  bat  the  contrary  Jhall  appear ',  /  will  not  be  a- 

fraidj 
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fraid,  nor  afhamd  to  vindicate  my  Lord  Bifljop's  Caufe, 
before  the  Commiffioners  themselves*     But  two  good 

Proteftant  B s,  and  a  prime  E now  in 

being,  were  neither  afraid  nor  aftiam'd  to  judg  him 
for  his  Zeal  for  that  Church  which  they  all  fo  lately 
ftrenuoufly  flood  by,  in  the  Cafe  of  Sacheverel. 

The  3  ift  of  Aiignk  being  come,  the  Bifliop  beg'd 
Leave  to  offer  his  Plea  to  their  Juriftlidtion,  faying, 
He  was  told,  it  was  a  Right  every  one  had  to 
make  ufe  of,  when  he  found  it  for  his  Advantage  \ 
that  he  would  not  hazard  being  {b  impertinent,  as 
to  offer  any  thing  upon  his  own  Head :  that  their 
Lordfhips  had  given  him  Time  to  advife  with 
Counfel,  and  that  they  who  were  learned  in  the 
Law  of  the  Land  advis'd  him  to  plead  to  their 
Jurifdi&ion,  and  wTould  be  ready  to  argue  it.  But 
this  being  over-rul'd,  he  protefted  his  Right  to  this 
Plea,  which  he  would  have  given  in,  if  the  Com- 
miflioners  would  have  fuffer'd  it  to  be  argu'd. 


The  Bifiop 
of  Lon- 
don's  Plea 
to  the  Jh- 
rifdifthn 
of  the  Com- 
msjfioners* 


T  Henry  Bifliop  of  London,  do  declare  and  ac- 
A  knowledg,  That  the  King's  Majefty  is  the  only 
Supreme  Head  and  Governour  of  this  Realm,  and 
all  other  His  Majefty 's  Dominions  and  Country s, 
as  well  in  all  Spiritual  or  Ecclefiaftical  Caufes,  as 
Temporal.  Neverthelefs,  I  the  faid  Bifhop,  by 
Proteftation  not  acknowledging  any  juft  or  legal 
Authority  in  Your  Lordfhips  (otherwife  than  as  by 
Law  I  am  bound)  to  queftion  or  cenfure  me  in 
any  Matter  or  Thing  Ecclefiaftical  whatfoever, 
do  offer  and  fhew  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  at  the 
Parliament  of  King  Charles  I.  of  bleffed  Memory, 
late  King  of  England ,  holden  on  the  3d  Day. of 
November,  in  the  16th  Year  of  his  Reign,  a  cer- 
tain Ad:  and  Statute  was  made,  intitul'd,  (A  Re- 
peal of  a  Statute  primo  Eliz.  concerning  Commiffionen 
for  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs)  letting  forth  that  in  the 
Parliament  holden  in  the  Firft  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  intitul'd,  (An  AB;  reftorwg 
to  the  Crown  the  anticnt  jHrifaiclion  over  the  State 
*  Ecclefiaftical  and  Spiritual)  and  abolifhing  all  fo- 
reign 
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reign  Power  repugnant  to  the  fame  ',  in  which  Ad 
among  other  things  there  is  contain'd  one  Claufe, 
Branch,  Article,  or  Sentence,  whereby  it  was  e- 

na&ed  to  this  effect,  namely That  the  late 

Queen  s  Highnefs,  her  Heirs  and  Succeffors,  Kings 
and  Queens  of  this  Realm,  jhould  have  full  Power 
and  Authority ,  by  virtue  of  that  Ail,  by  Letters 
Patents  under  the  Great-Seal  of  England,  to  ajjfign^ 
name,  and  authorise,  when  and  as  often  as  her  High" 
-aefs,  her  Heirs  and  Succeffors  Jhould  think  meet  and 
convenient,  and  for  fuch  and  fo  long  time,  as  jhould 
pleafe  her  Highnefs,  her  Heirs  and  Succeffors,  fad? 
Perfon  or  Perfons,  being  natural-born  Subjects  to  her 
Highnefs,  her  Heirs  and  Succeffors,  as  her  Majejly% 
her  Heirs  and  Succeffors,  Jhould  think  meet,  to  exer* 
cife,  ufe,  occupy,  and  execute,  under  her  Highnefs , 
her  Heirs  and  Succeffors,  all  manner  of  JurifditJionst 
Privileges  and  Preheminences,  in  any  wife  touching 
or  concerning  any  Spiritual  or  Ecclefiafiical  Jur  if  di- 
ction within  thefe  her  Realms  of  England  and  Ire- 
land, or  any  other  her  Highnefs  s  Dominions  and 
Country s ',  and  to  vifit,  redrefs,  reform,  order  ^  cor~ 
reel:  and  amend  all  fuch  Errors,  Herefys,  Schifms^ 
Abufes,  Offences,  Contempts,  and  Enormitys  what- 
soever, which  by  any  manner  of  Spiritual  or  Eccle- 
jiajiical Power,  Authority  or  Jurifdittion,  can  or 
may  lawfully  be  reform  d,  order  d,  redrefid,  cor- 
rected, refiraind  or  amended,  to  the  Pleafure  of  Al- 
mighty  God,  the  Encreafe  of  Venue,  and  the  Con- 
fervation  of  the  Peace  and  Vnity  of  this  Realm  j  and 
that  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons  fo  to  be  namd,  aj//gn'd9 
and  appointed  by  her  Highnefs,  her  Heirs  or  Succeffors, 
after  the  faid  Letters-Patents  to  him  or  them  made 
and  deliver  d  as  afore  faid,  fljould  have  full  Power 
and  Authority,  by  virtue  of  that  Act,  and  of  the 
faid  Letters  Patents  under  her  Highnefs,  her  Heirs 
or  Succeffors,  to  exercife,  ufe  and  execute  all  the 
Premifes,  according  to  the  Tenor  and  Effect  of  the 
faid  Letter s- Patents,  any  Matter  or  Caufe  to  the 
contrary,    in  any  wife  notwithjtanding  *  ■  And 

letting  forth  likewife That  by  the  colour  of 

*  fome  Words  in  the  afore  faid  Branch  of  the  faid  Acl, 

whereby 
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whereby  Commiffioners  are  authorized  to  execute  their 
Commiffions  according  to  the  Tenor  and  EffeEh  of 
the  Kings  Letters-Patents,  and  by  Letters- Patents 
grounded  thereupon  j  the  faid  Commiffioners  have,  to 
the  great  and  unfufferable  Wrong  and  Oppreffion  of 
the  Kings  Subjects,  md  to  fine  and  imprifon  them^ 
and  to  exercife  other  Authority,  not  belonging  to 
Ecclefiaftical  Jurifditlion,  reftor  d  by  that  All,  and 
divers  other  great  Mifchiefs  and  Inconveniences  to 
have  alfo  enfud  to  the  Kings  Subjects,  by  occafion  of 
the  faid  Branch,  and  Commiffions  iftud  thereupon, 
and  the  Execution  thereof.  And  therefore  for  the 
reprefling  and  preventing  of  the  aforefaid  Abufes, 
Mifchiefs  and  Inconveniences  in  time  to  come,  it 
was  by  the  faid  Ad,  made  at  the  faid  Parliament 

of  the  faid  King  Charles  I.  enacted That  the 

aforefaid  Branch,  Claufe,  Article,  or  Sentence  con- 
tain d  in  the  faid  Acl  of  Primo  Elizabethan,  and 
every  Word,  Matter,  and  Thing  contain' d  in  that 
Branch,  Claufe,  Article,  or  Sentence,  Jhould  from 
thenceforth  be  repeal 'd,  annuVd,  revok'd,  annihila- 
ted, and  utterly  made  void  forever  \  Any  thing  in 
the  faid  Aci  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  notwith** 
ftanding.  And  it  was  hereby  alfo  ena&ed  by  the 
Authority  aforefaid,  That  no  Archbiftjop,  Biftjop, 
or  Vicar-General,  nor  any  Ordinary  what fo ever,  or 
or  any  other  Spiritual  or  Ecclefiaftical  Judg,  Officer , 
or  Min'.fter  of  Juftice,  or  any  other  Perfon  or  Per- 
fons  whatfoever,  executing  Spiritual  or  Ecclefiaftical 
Power,  Authority  or  J ur  if  diction,  by  any  Grant7 
Licenfe  or  CommiJJion  of  the  Kings  Majefty,  his 
Heirs  or  Succejfors,  or  by  any  Power  or  Authority 
derivd  from  the  King,  his  Heirs  or  Succejfors,  or 
othcrwije,  fijould,  from  and  after  the.  Firft.Day  of 
Auguft,  in  the  Tear  of  our  Lord,  164 1,  award, 
impoje,  or  inflict  any  Pain,  Penalty,  Fine,  Amerce- 
ment, or  Jmprifonment,  or  other  corporal  Punifijment 
upon  any  of  the  King's  Subjects,  for  any  Contempt, 
Mifdemeanor,  Crime,  Offence,  Matter  or  Thing 
whatfoever,  belonging  to  Spiritual  or  Ecclefiaftical 
Cognisance  or  JurifdiElion  ,  or  fijall  ex  officio,  or 
at   the  In  fiance  or  Promotion  of  any  other  Perfon 

c  what^ 
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*  whatfoever,  urge,  enforce,  tender,  give  or  minifter 
4  unto  any  Church-warden,  Side-man,  or  other  Perfon 
4  whatsoever,  any  corporal  Oath,  whereby  he  or  flje 
c  Jball  or  may  be  charged  <rr  obliged  to  make  any  Pre- 
4  fentment  of  any  Crime  or  Offence,  or  to  confefs  or 
4  accufe  himfelf or  her f elf  of  any  Crime,  Offence,  De- 
4  linquency  or  Mifdemeanor,  or  any  other  Neglect, 
4  Matter  or  Thing,  whereby  or  by  reafon  whereof,  he 
4  orflje  Jball  or  may  be  liable  to  or  expofed  to  any  Cen~ 
4  fure  or  Punijhment  whatfoever ',  upon  Pain  and  Penal- 
4  ty,  That  every  Perfon  that  fljall  offend  contrary   to 

*  this  Statute,  /hall  forfeit  and  pay  treble  Damages  to 
4  every  Perfon  thereby  grieved,  and  the  Sum  of  100  1. 
4  to  him  or  them  who  fljall  fir  ft  demand  andfue  for  the 
4  fame  \  which  f aid  treble  Damages  and  Sum  of  ico  1. 
4  fljall  and  may  be  demanded  and  received,  and  urged 
4  by  Action  of  Debt,  Bill  or  Plaint,  in  any  Court  of 
4  Record  ',  wherein  no  Privilege,  Effoin,  Protection  or 
4  Wager  of  Law  Jball  be  admitted  or  allowed  to  the 
c  Defendant.  — —  And  it  was  thereby  further  enac- 
c  ted,  That  every  Perfon  whojhould  be  once  convicted 
c  of  any  Act  or  Offence  prohibited  by  that  Statute, 
4  fljould  for  fuch  Act  or  Offence  be,  from  and  after 
4  Conviction,  utterly  difabled  to  be  or  continue  in  any 
4  Office  or  Employment  in  any  Court  of  Juftice  whatfo* 
4  ever9  or  to  exercife  or  execute  any  Power,  Authority^ 
4  or  Jurifdiction,  by  force  of  any  Commiffion  or  Letters 
4  Patent  of  the  King,  his  Heirs  or  Succejfors,  ■ 

4  And  it  was  alfo  thereby  ena&ed,  That  from  and 
4  after  the  fir  ft  day  of  Auguft,  no  new  Court  fljould  be 
4  erected,  ordained,  or  appointed  within  this  Realm  of 
4  England,  or  Dominion  cf  Wales,  which  fljould  or 
4  might  have  the  like  Power,  Jurifditlion,  or  Autho~ 
4  rity,  as  the  Hfgh  Commiffion-Court  then  had,  or 
4  pretended  to  have  \  but  that  all  and  every  fuch  Let* 
1  ters  Patents,  Commiffions  and  Grants,  made  or  to  be 
4  made  by  his  Majefty,  his  Heirs  or  Succejfors,  and  all 
f  Powers  and  Authority s  granted  thereby,  and  all  Acts^ 
1  Sentences  and  Decrees  to  be  made  by  virtue  or  colour 
4  thereof,  Jhouldfye  utterly  void  and  of  none  effect.—- 
4  Which  faid  \&l  of  Parliament,  made  at  the  faid 
J  Parliament  <$  King  Charles  J.  I  the  faid  Biihop  of 
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c  London  do  plead  and  object  to  and  againft  your 
1  Lord/hips  Jurifcli&ion  •,  and  pray  your  Lordfhips 
1  Judgment,  whether  your  Lordfhips  will  think  it 
'  fit,  or  ought  to  proceed  any  farther  herein  againft 
4  me  the  faid  Bifhop  of  London* 

After  the  rejecting  of  this  Plea,  the  Bifhop  in: 
fitted  to  be  tried  before  his  Metropolitan  :  but  that 
being  interpreted,  as  pleading  ftill  againft  their  Jurf 
diction,  he  added,  That  their  Lordfhips  in  that 
Commiffion,  after  the  general  Words,  being  directed 
to  proceed  according  to  the  tenour  of  the  Letters-Latent, 
&c.  he  conceiv'd  they  were  only  warranted  to  try 
him  for  Offences  after  the  Date  of  the  Commiffion. 
But  the  Court  having  refolv'd  that  they  had  Autho- 
rity to  retrofped,  the  Bifhop  put  in  his  Anfwer  in 
Writing,  which  was  read  by  Mr.  Bridgman,  their 
Regifter,  in  this  Form. 

c  To  the  Queftion  which  was  propos'd  to  me  by 
your  Lordfhips,  viz,.  Why  did  yon  not  obey  the  King's 
Command j  in  his  Letter  concerning  the  Suspending  of 
Dr.  Sharp  ?  /  Henry  Bijbop  of  London,  do  anfwer. 
That  immediately  upon  receipt  of  his  Majefty's 
Letter  from  my  Lord  Prefident,  (the  Tenour 
whereof  follows,  &c. )  I  took  the  beft  Advice  I 
cou'd  concerning  Dr.  Sharp *,  and  was  inform'd, 
That  the  Letter  being  directed  to  me  as  Bifhop  of 
London.,  to  rufpend  a  Perfon  under  my  Jurifdi&ion, 
I  was  therein  to  acl:  as  a  Judg,  it  being  a  judicial 
Act;  and  that  no  Perfon  cou'd  by  Law  be  punifh'd 
by  Sufpenfion,  before  he  was  call'd  on,  or  without  - 
being  admitted  to  make  his  Defence.  I  thought  it 
therefore  my  Duty  forthwith  humbly  to  reprefent 
fo  much  to  my  Lord  Prefident,  that  Co  I  might  re- 
ceive his  Majefty's  farther  Pleafure  in  that  matter* 
Neverthelefs,  that  I  might  obey  his  Majefty's 
Commands,  as  far  as  by  Law  I  cou'd,  I  did  then 
fend  for  Dr.  Sharp,  and  acquainted  him  with  his 
Majefty's  Difpleafure,  and  the  occafion  of  it,  by 
(hewing  him  his  Majefty's  Letter.  But  he  having 
never  been  called  to  anfwer  any  (uch  Matter,  or 

*  make 
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€  make  his  Defence,  and  protefting  his  Innocence, 
c  and  likewife  declaring  himfeif  moll  ready  to  give 
c  his  Majefty  full  Satisfaction   therein  \    in  order 

*  thereto,  I  advifed  him  to  forbear  Preaching  till  he 
'  had  apply'd  himfeif  to  his  Majefty:  and,  at  his 
'  Requeft,  I  made  him  the  Bearer  of  my  Letter  to 
c  my  Lord  Prefident,  waiting  for  his  Majefty's  far- 
f.  ther  Orders  to  proceed  againft  him  judicially,  hi 
c  cafe  he  (hou'd  not  at  that  time  give  his  Majefty  the 
c  Satisfaction  requir'd.  And  the  faid  Dr.  Sharp  hath 
t  not  fince  preach'd  within  my  Diocefs. 

Henry  London? 

Then  the  Bifhop's  Council,  who  "were  Dr.  Oldys,- 
Dr.  Hodges,  Dr.  Price,  and  Dr.  Newton,  argu'd 
ftrenuoufly  in  his  Lordihip's  behalf:  and  after  their 
learned  Pleadings  were  over,  the  Bimop  fpake  thus : 
fe  I  have  but  little  more  to  fay  ;  I  fuppofe  my  Coun- 
c  cil  have  (atisfy'd  your  Lord(hip?,that  in  the  fevered 
6  Conftru&ion,  Malice  or  wilful  Difobedience  cou'd 
c  not  be  imputed  to  me  :  But  as  my  Lord  Chancel- 
c  lor  has  now  explain'd  it  to  Dr.  Oldys,  that  the 
c  King's  Meaning  was  only  to  filence  ',  they  have 
c  made  plain  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  1  have  effe&u- 
c  ally  obey'd  his  Majefty's  Commands.    And  if  in 

*  any  Circumftance  I  have  been  wanting,  I  am  rea- 

*  dy  to  make  Reparation,  by  performing  that  like- 

*  wile,  and  to  beg  his  Majefty's  Pardon/ 

While  the  Bifhop's  Council  were  pleading,  Dr.1 
Pinfold,  the  King's  Advocate,  famous  for  his  vigo- 
rous Profecution  of  DifTenters,  flood  at  the  Chan- 
cellor's Elbow,  and  took  Notes ;  by  which  it  was 
expected  that  he  (hou'd  make  a  Reply :  but  he  faid 
nothings  and  'tis  fuppos'd he  gave  the  Commiflioners 
Reafons  for  his  Silence,  when  the  Bifliop  withdrew, 
becaufe  he  (laid  behind  with  them. 

The  Bifliop  hereupon  was  appointed  to  attend  the 
Commijfioners  on  Monday  the  6th  of  September ;  at 
which  time,  without  being  allow'd  any  farther  hear- 
ing, this  Sentence  was  read  againft  him. 
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By  his  Majeftys  Commlffioners  for  Ecclefiaftical 

Affairs. 

1/LTHereas  Henry  Lord  Bifhop  of  London ,  hath 
been  convened  before  us,  for  his  Difbbe- 
dience,  and  other  his  Contempts,  mention'd  in  the 
Proceedings  of  this  Caufe  j  and  the  faid  Bifhop 
being  fully  heard  thereupon,  we  have  thought  fit, 
upon  mature  Confideration  of  the  Matter,  to  pro- 
ceed to  this  our  definitive  Sentence,  declaring,  de- 
creeing and  pronouncing,  That  the  faid  Henry  Lord 
Bifhop  of  London,  (hall,  for  his  (aid  Difobedience 
and  Contempt,  be  fufpended  during  his  Majefty's 
Pleafure :  and  accordingly,  we  do  by  thefe  Pre- 
fents  fufpend  him  the  faid  Lord  Bifhop  of  London  j 
peremptorily  admonifhing  and  requiring  him  here- 
by to  abftain  from  the  Function  and  Execution  of 
his  Epifcopal  Office :,  and  from  all  Epifcopal  and 
other  Ecclefiaftical  Jurifdidion,  during  the  faid 
Sufpenfion,  upon  pain  of  Deprivation  and  removal 
t  from  his  Bifhoprick. 

Given  under  our  Hand  and  Seal  the  6th  day  of 
September,  1686.  Sealed  with  the  Seal  of  the 
Courts  C.  J.  2.  Rofe,  &c  Crown  with  this 
Infcription  round  ity  viz.  Sigillum  Commiffio- 
narium  Regise  Majeftatis  ad  Caufas  Ecclefiaf- 
ticas, 

Slgnd  by  no  body  at  all. 

Some  days  after,  one  of  the  MefTengers  attending 
the  Court,  deliver'd  to  the  Dean  of  St.  Paul's  a 
Warrant,  the  Tenour  whereof  followetb. 

By  his  Majeflys  Commlffioners  for  Ecclefiaftical 

Affairs. 

C  VV^creas  we  naveSwen  Sentence  of  Safpenfiort 
6  againft  Henry  Lord   Bi(hop  of  London^  a 

1  Copy  of  which  Sentence,  under  our  Seal,   is  here- 
€  unto  affix'd  :  we  have  thought  fit,  and  do  hereby 

'  enjoin 
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6  enjoin  and  require  you,  to  caufe  the  laid  Sentence 
4  to  be  affix'd  on  the  Door  of  that  Chapter-  Hpufe, 
*  and  on  the  Place  now  call'd  the  South- Door  of  the 
c  faid  Church  •,  to  the  end  that  publick  Notice  may 
4  be  taken  of  the  faid  Sufpenfion  :  And  you  are  to 
c  certify  us,  under  your  common  Seal,  of  the  due 
4  Execution  of  what  is  hereby  requir'd, 

At  our  Counal-Chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Tuefday 
the  2%th  tnfiant  September,  at  Eleven  of  the 
Clock  in  the  Morning,  Given  under  our  Seal  this 
day  of  September,  1686.  Sealed  with  the  fame 
Seal  as  the  Sentence,  but  no  Perfons  Names :  fub- 
fcrib'd  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  London. 


Dr.  Crew  ftill  Bifhop  of  Durham,  Dr.  Sprat  the  Bifiops  of 
prefent  Bifhop  of  Rochefier,  both  of  them  in  the  Ec-  Durham, 
clefiafiical  Commiffion,  together  with  Dr.  White  then  Rochef- 
Bifhop  of  Peterborough,  afterwards  a  Nonjuror,  were  ^er*  ^c* 
made  Commiffioners  for  the  Diocefs  of  London,    Du-  Jfra-feh 
ring  whole   Adminiftration,   Mr.  Samuel  Johnfm,?rmJ0--> 
(commonly  call'd  Julian  Johnfon)  having  written  a    n> 
Paper,  entitl'd,  An  humble  Addrefs  to  all  the  Englifh 
Proteflants  in  the  Army,  before  he  receiv'd  one  of 
the  fevereft  Sentences  that  ever  was  pronoune'd,  they 
were  appointed  to  degrade  him,    This  they  readi- 
ly performed  in  the  Chapter-Houfe  of   St.  Paul's  ? 
where  Dr.  Sherlock,  and  other  Clergymen,  attended. 
Eut  'tis  remarkable,  that  Dr.  Stillingfleet,  Dean  of 
St.  Pauls,  refus'd  to  have  any  hand  in  it.    However, 
their  Lordftrips  proceeded  to  the  Formality  of  the 
Degradation.     But  notwithstanding  all  their  Skill 
and  Zeal  in  the  Execution  of  it,  they  were  guilty  of 
an  Omiffion  in  not  ftripping    Mr.  Johnfon  of  his 
CaiTock ',  which  as  flight  a  Particular  as  it  might 
feem,  render'd  his  Degradation  imperfed,  and  after- 
wards fecur'd  him  his  Living. 

The  admirable  Works  of  this  Divine  lately  pub- 
linYd,  will  give  us  the  beft  Idea  what  fort  of  Men 
thofe  muft  be,  who  in  Complacency  to  Arbitrary 
Power,  could  be  inftrarasntai  in  turning  out  of  the 

Church, 
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Church,  one  of  its  greateft  Ornaments  fmce  the  Re- 
formation. 

Tho  the  Ecclefiaflkal  Commlffioners  had  in  this 
manner  triumph'd  over  the  Biihop  of  London,  and 
fufpended  him  from  the  Exercife  of  his  Function  as 
Biihop  *,  yet  he  remain'd  ftill  whole  in  his  other  Ca- 
pacitys,  and  particularly  as  he  was  one  of  the  Go- 
vernors of  Sutton  s  Hofpital,  commonly  call'd  the 
Charter-Houfe  :  the  Foundations  of  which  the  Com- 
miffion  had  a  great  mind  to  (hake  ,  and  the  matter 
is  briefly  thus,  as  related  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Tho- 
mas B 'urmt ,  Matter  of  that  Hofpital. 
-  The  King  had,  on  the  17th  of  December,  di- 
rected his  Letter  to  the  Governors  of  the  Charter- 
Houfe,  c  Requiring  them  to  admit  one  Andrew  Pop- 
c  ham.  Gentleman,  into  the  firft  Penfioner's  Place 
c  in  that  his  Hofpital,  which  fhould  become  void, 
c  and  be  in  his  Majefty's  Difpofal,  without  tendring 
c  any  Oath  or  Oaths  to  him,  or  requiring  of  him 
c  any  Prefcriptions,  Recognition,  or  other  Ad  or 
c  Ads  in  conformity  to  the  Dodrine  and  Discipline 
c  of  the  Church  of  England  \  and  notwithstanding 
c  any  Statute,  Order,  or  Conftitution,  of  or  in  the 
c  (aid  Hofpital,  which  he  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
J  difpenfe  with. 

This  Letter  was  not  deliver'd  to  Dr.  Burnet,  the 
Matter,  but  to  the  Regifter  at  his  Houfe  in  the  City„ 
who  did  not  thereupon  come  and  acquaint  the  Maf- 
ter  with  it,  but  (ent  it  by  Mr.  Popham,  with  a  Cer- 
tificate under  his  Hand,  in  the  ufual  Form,  as  for  an 
Admifllon  of  courfe. 

Popham  coming  to  the  Matter  with  his  Certificate, 
and  the  Matter  demanding  his  Letter  of  Nomina- 
tion, and  to  whom  it  was  direded  :  and  he  anfwer- 
ing,  To  the  Governors  of  the  Hofpital,  and  that  he 
had  left  it  in  the  Regifter 's  Hands ;  the  Matter  re- 
ply'd,  It  muft  be  deliver'd  to  the  Governors  before 
he  cou'd  ad  upon  it :  and  fo  telling  him  when  there 
wou'd  be  a  Meeting  of  the  Governors,  difraifs'd  him 
without  Admiffion, 

Bag 
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But  a  full  Number  of  the  Governors  not  meeting 
at  the  day  appointed,  which  was  the  Monday  after 
Twelfth-tide^  tbey  cou'd  not  aft  \  but  on  the  17th  fol- 
lowing there  was  a  full  AfTembly,  and  Popham's  Bufi- 
nefs,  he  being  prefent,  was  heard.  After  the  King's 
Letter  was  read,  the  Lord  Chancellor  Jeffreys  pre- 
fently  mov'd,  That  they  fhou'd  immediately,  with- 
out any  Debate,  proceed  to  vote,  Whether  Popham 
fhou'd  be  admitted  or  no,  according  to  the  King's 
Letter.  The  Governors,  who  were  Perfons  of  the 
greateft  Quality,  fhew'd  themfelves  faithful  Truftees 
to  Mr.  Sutton  on  this  Occafion  :  and  tho  they  had 
no  Precedent  at  that  time  to  follow,  they  made  a 
vigorous  Refiftance  to  this  encroaching  Power. 

Here  we  are  to  obferve,  that  it  was  put  upon  the 
Mafter,  as  junior,  to  vote  firft  *,  but  he  told  them, 
that  he  thought  it  was  his  Duty  to  acquaint  their 
Lordfhips  with  the  State  snd  Confutation  of  the 
Hofpital,  before  they  proceeded  to  a  Vote.  Which 
fome  oppos'd.  But  after  a  little  Debate,  the  Matter 
was  heard.  He  then  acquainted  their  Lordibips, 
That  to  admit  a  Penfioner  into  that  Hofpital,  with- 
out taking  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy, 
was  not  only  contrary  to  the  Conftitution  of  the 
Houfe,  but  alfo  to  an  Aft  of  Parliament  provided 
in  that  Cafe,   namely,   to  the  Charter- Houfe  Aft: 

3  Car.  1.  wherein  it  was  exprefly  faid,  That  -no  body^ 
whether  Governor ,  Officer ,  or  Penfioner ,  fjjould  be  ad- 
mitted^ till  they  had  taken  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and 
Supremacy.  This  faid,  one  Governor  anfwer'd,  What 
is  this  to  thepurpofe?  To  whom  the  late  Duke  of 
Ormond  reply 'd  :  '  He  thought  it  was  very  much  to 

4  the  purpofe  :,  for  an  Aft  of  Parliament  was  not  fo 
*  flightra  thing,  but  that  it  deferv'd  to  be  confider'd.' 
Upon  this,  after  fome  difcourfe,  the  Queftion  was 
put  again,  Whether  Andrew  Popham  fhou'd  be  ad- 
mitted or  no  ?  And  it  was  carry'd  in  the  Nega- 
tive. 

The  Governors  intended  to  have  return  d  an  Anfwer 
in  Writing  forthwith  to  the  King's  Letter :  but  as 
foon  as  that  Vote  was  paft,  the  Chancellor  Jeffreys 
flung  away,  and  fome  others  fqllow'd  \  fo  that  there 

was 
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was  not  a  fufficient  Number  left  to  ad:  as  an  AfTera- 
bly  \  which,  notwithstanding  the  frequent  Endea- 
vours of  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  cou'd  not  be 
got  till  the  Midfummer  following. 

While  the  Bufmefs  was  thus  depending,  another 
Perfon,  one  Cardonel,  a  French  Proteftanr,  natura- 
liz'd  and  qualify 'd  for  the  Place,  appear 'd  with  a 
Letter  of  Nomination  from  the  King,  of  a  Date  an- 
tecedent to  that  of  Tophams.  This  they  thought 
had  been  a  foft  Method,  invented  by  the  Court  to 
fuperfede  Pophams  Letter,  and  (b  let  the  Contn>- 
verfy  fall  without  Noife :  but  it  prov'd  otherwife  , 
for  when  this  Man's  Pretenfions  came  to  be  known 
at  Court,  the  King  wou'd  ftand  by  his  Papift,  and 
fent  another  Letter  to  exclude  him,  and  to  reinforce 
his  former  Order  about  Popham. 

Here  were  two  Letters  already  under  the  Signet : 
at  length  the  Broad-Seal  was  fent  to  compleat  and 
ratify  this  Difpenfationfor  Popham,  and  a  Copy  of  it 
left  with  the  Matter,  collated  in  his  Prefence  with  the 
Original :  they  alfo  brought  WitnefTes  along  with 
them,  to  atteft  the  Delivery  and  Collation  *,  and  fo 
left  it  in  the  Matter's  Hands.  This  done,  they  de- 
manded prefent  Admiffion  of  the  Mafter,  Admiffions 
being  made  by  his  Order.  But  he  told  them,  The 
Bufinefs  was  now  depending  before  the  Governors 
in  a  Body,  and  that  therefore  no  fingle  Governor 
cou'd  ad  Separately  therein. 

At  length  Midfummer  came,  when  they  had  a 
dated  Affembly,  there  being  Nine  Governors  pre- 
fent ;  who  after  the  King's  fecond  Letter,  and  his 
Letters- Patent,  were  read  and  confider'd,  drew  up 
a  Letter,  to  give  Reafons  to  his  Majefty  why  they 
cou'd  not  comply  with  his  Pleaiure  in  the  Admiffion 
of  Andrew  Popham  into  that  Hofpital.  The  Letter 
was  direded  and  fent  to  one  of  the  Secretarys  of 
State,  to  reprefent  the  Contents  of  it  to  the  King? 
and  fign'd  by  eight  Governors. 

W.  Cam.  Ormond,  Hallifax,  Craven^  Danbyt 
Nottingham,  H*  London,  T*  Bmtcu 
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After  this  Letter  was  read  to  the  King,  he  gave 
it  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  bid  him  find  out  a 
way  how  he  might  have  Right  done  him  at  that 
Hofpital.  Nothing  at  that  time  was  judg'd  more 
proper  for  this  Work  than  the  Ecclefiajilcal  Commij- 
fion,  which  in  all  probability  would  have  been  made 
ufe  of  without  any  delay  againft  the  Hofpital :  but 
there  were,  particularly  for  the  prefent,  two  Rea- 
fons  which  made  the  Court  wave  it.  Firit,  the  Per- 
fons  concern'd  were  of  fo  great  a  Quality  and  Cha- 
racter, fo  much  confider'd  by  the  Nation,  and  fo 
well  able  to  defend  their  Caufe,  that  the  Commifiio- 
ners  had  no  great  Stomach  to  meddle  with  them. 
Secondly,  they  had  their  hands  full  of  Bufinefs  at 
that  time,  by  quarrelling  with  the  two  Univerfities 
upon  the  fame  Point,  the  matter  whereof  we  are  juft 
going  to  relate.  Only  we  fhall  oblerve,  that  in  the 
interim,  and  almoft  even  to  the  time  the  Revolu- 
tion happen'd,  they  continu'd  their  Threats  againft 
the  Charter-Houfe  \  that  a  Quo  Warranto  Ihould  be 
brought  againft  that  Corporation  *,  and  that  the 
Mafter  particularly  fhould  be  fummon'd  before  the 
Ecclefiifiical  Commiffioners.  But  all  this  came  to 
nothing,  neither  could  they  ever  get  any  Popifh  Go- 
vernor or  Popifh  Penfioner  into  this  Society. 

The  Thunder-bolts  of  the  Ecclefiafiical  Commiffion  Ecclefiafti- 
fell  next  on  both  Univerfities.    And  firft  of  all,  on  cal  Cm" 
Dr.Peacbetj  the  VicferGhancelloE of  Cambridge,  for^iponers 
refufmg  to  admit  one  Alb  an  Francis,  a  Benedidine  Proceeci 
Monk,  to  the  Degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts,   without  ^{ 
taking  the  Oath,  according  to  the  King's  Mandate  \  bridge 
wherein  his  Majefty  difpens'd  with  Francis,  tho  not    * 
having  that  neeefTary  Qualification.    This  Mandate 
beitig  read  in  the  Conhftory,  it  was  unanimonfly  a- 
greed,  that  they  could  not  admit  the  Monk  to  a 
Degree  without  taking  the  ufaal  Oaths,  unlefs  they 
broke  their  own  *,  and  thereupon  appointed  two  of 
their  Body  to  wait  upon  his  Majefty,  and  to  acquaint 
him  how  readv  they  were  to  obey  all  his  Commands, 
where  their  Compliance  did  not  claih  with  thek 
Confciences  •,  humbly  hoping  his  Majefty  would  not 
force  them  to   wilful  Perjury  \  of  which,   by  the 
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Statutes  of  the  Univerfity,  they  muft  be  guilty,  if 
they  fhould  admit  Alban  Francis  thus  unqualify 'd  to 
that  Degree.  When  the  two  Fellows  came  to  Lon- 
don ,  they  firft  made  their  Application  to  the  Duke 
of  Albemarle ,  their  Chancellor,  who  ufed  his  Intereii 
to  ferve  them,  too  to  little  purpofe.  For  at  length 
they  receiv'd  this  Anfwer  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  c  That  his  Majefly  had  feen  the  Vice-Chan- 
c  cellor's  Letter,  was  offended  at  the  Proceedings 
c  of  the  Univerfity,  and  would  take  order  fhortly 
c  to  give  them  a  farther  Anfwer.' 

What  this  Anfwer  was,  appear'd  in  a  little  time; 
for  Atterbwry  the  MerTenger  came  to  Cambridge  to 
fummon  the  Vice- Chancellor  to  appear  before  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Commiffioners^  and  anfwer  to  fuch  things 
as  fhould  be  objected  againfl  him  on  his  Majefty's 
behalf. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  and  eight  more  of  that  Body 
appear'd  ,  and  the  CommiiFioners  there  prefent,were 
the  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Prefident,  Earl  ofMnlgrave 
now  Duke  of  Buckingham,  the  Bifhops  of  Durham 
and  Rochejler,  and  the  Lord  Chief- Juftice  Herbert  -7 
before  whom  they  put  in  their  Anfwer  in  Writing, 
alledging  three  A.ds  of  Parliament  in  their  Juftifi- 
cation,  with  many  unanfwerable  Arguments  againfl 
the  Illegality  of  this  new  Court.  Which  being  read3 
the  Court  took  fome  time  to  confider  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  adjourn'd  till  Saturday  the  7th  of  May9 
1687. 

That  Day  being  come,  and  the  Vice-Chancellor 
and  Delegates  appearing,  after  fome  trifling  Ques- 
tions propounded  by  Chancellor  Jeffreys,  they  were 
commanded  to  withdraw.  And  being  calPd  in  a* 
gain,  Jeffreys  told  the  Vice-Chancellor  of  Cam- 
bridge, 4  That  he  being  guilty  ofLgreat  Difobedience 
c  to  the  King's  Command,  and  other  Crimes,  and 
c  Contempt  uf  the  Court,  had  fentenc'd  him  to  be 
c  depriv'd  of  his  Office  of  Vice-Chancellor,  and 
4  fufpencied  him  ah  Officio  0*  Beneficio  of  his  Head- 
c  (Hip  of  Magdalen-CoWtg^ :,  and  that  he  fhould  not 
;;reiume  to  meddle  in  any  publick  Buiinefs  relating 
!  D   rife  Univenity/ 


the  Ecclefiaftical  Commiffion.  27 

The  Vice-Chancellor  and  his  Friends,  could  they 
have  proved  that  the  Lords  had  received  a  new  Com- 
mifiion,  would  have  put  their  Lordfhips  upon  be- 
ginning-their  Proceedings  againft  them  a-new.    A 
new  Ccramifiion  was  granted  this  Year ',  but  what  #f»  Com- 
Reafon  induced  the  King  to  it,  or  rather  to  infert  »#»» 
feme  new  Names  in  the  old  one,  I  know  not:  but  fof?lteJ~' 
it  was,  that  in  the  Month  of  OBober,  his  Majsity 
was  pleas'd  to  conftitute  George  Lord  Jefferys^  Lord 
High  Chancellor  *,  the  Lord  Prefident  of  his  Council  \ 
John  Earl  of  Mulgrave  (now  Duke  of  Buckingham- 
Jhiye  and  Normanby)  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  Houf- 
hold ',  Theophilus  Earl  of  Huntington,  Captain  of  the 
Band  of  Penficners  \  Dr. Nathaniel  Crew,  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Durham  ,  Dr.  Thomas  Sprat,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefier  *,   Dr.  Thomas  Cartwright,    Lord  Bifhop  of 
Chefler  ;  Sir  Robert  Wright,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
Kings-Bench  \  Sir  Edward  Herbert ,Lord  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  Common^  Pie  as  ;  and  Sir  Thomas  J enner,  one  of 
the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  Lords  Cornmifli- 
oners  for  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs. 

The  Earl  of  R you  fee  was  left  out  of  this 

Commiffion  ;  but  the  two  good  Bifhops  fat  (till  in  it : 
The  Memory  of  which  I  hope  will  be  immortal. 
For  by  this  we  may  make  a  Judgment  of  the  Zeal 
they  fignaliz'd  in  the  Cafe  of  Sacheverell ',  for  whom 
they  voted  as  heartily,  as  they  had  given  their  Votes 
againft  the  Bifhop  of  London  and  others  when  they 
were  Ecclefiaftical Commiffioners.  Why  the  Noble 
Earllaft  mention'd  had  not  the  Honour  to  be  in  this 
fecond  Commiffion  I  cannot  tell  *,  but  this  I  am  fore  of, 
that  notwithftanding  the  feeming  Fault  he  committed 
in  ever  being  of  it,  1  read  a  notable  Vindication  of 
this  true  Church-Peer,  which  was  printed  about  nine 
Years  ago,  and  contains  thefe  very  Words,  relating 
as  well  to  other  things  as  to  the  'Ecclefiaftical  Com- 
miffion. 

'  As  to  all  there  matters,  I  think  the  Noble  Eari 
*  has  as  much  to  fay  for  himfelf  as  can  reafonably 
£  be  expe&ed  from  any  Man.  As  to  the  rlrft,  this 
c  was  a  Commiffion  for  Ecclefiaftical  Caufes,  and 
i  who  fhall  judg  of  it  but  Ecclefiaftical  Lawyers  ?  No 
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Man  will  fet  himfelf  upon  an  equal  foot  for  Know- 
ledg  of  this  kind  with  the  Right  Honourable  Sir 
Charles  Hedges,  his  Majefty's  Principal  Secretary 
of  State,  and  Judg  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty, 
Was  not  he  Advocate  to  that  Commiffion  ?  and  was 
it  not  by  his  Advice  they  acted  ?  Nothing  furely 
which  they  did  was  more  objedable  than  their 
Proceedings  againft  Magdalen-College.  And  was 
it  not  upon  him  that  the  Weight  of  that  Expedition 
lay  ?  I  fuppofe  no  body  will  affirm  that  the  Eccle- 
fiaftical  Commiffioners,  as  to  the  Law  part  at  that 
time,  did  much  rely  on  the  then  BiOiopof  Chefier^ 
or  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Wright,  or  Baron  Jenner. 
The  Letter  published  in  the  printed  Relation  of 
thofe  Proceedings,  written  by  the  Fellows  of  that 
College,  dated  the  20th  of  October,  1687.  and  di- 
rected to  this  Honourable  Perfon,  fays,  they  were 
glad  of  his  being  employed,  becaufe  of  his  Learn- 
ing and  Ingenuity.  When  an  Enemy  makes  fuch 
a  Confeffion,  had  not  this  Noble  Earl  ground 
enough  to  depend  upon  the  Legality  of  a  Com- 
miffion,  where  fuch  a  Man  fo  frankly  took  fa 
great  a  fhare  ? 

c  Secondly,  As  the  Noble  Earl  might  well  think 
himfelf  fafe  in  point  of  Law  from  what  has  been 
fcid>  fo  moft  afTuredly  he  could  not  think  the 
Church  could  receive  any  Detriment  from  that 
Commiffion  while  he  had  the  Right  Reverend  Fa- 
ther in  God  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Rochefter  fitting 
by  his  fide.  I  take  him  to  be  the  (teddy  Support 
of  the  Church  even  at  this  day.  Tis  he  that  pro- 
teds  the  Inferiour  CJergv  from  Oppreflion.  Tis 
at  the  Deanary  of  W*  that  all  the  fecret 

Councils  of  the  Church  are  held  :  And  therefore 
-  the  Noble  Earl  might  upon  good  Grounds  think 
6  himfelf  ikure  as  to  hurting  the  Church  while  he 
fe  Icept  fuch  Company, 

*  Thirdly,  The  noble  Earl  could  never  entertain  a 
c  fufpiciori  that  this  Comaiiffion  could  be  to  the  preju- 
c  dice  of  iht  Univerfitys,  and  leaft  of  ail  to  theintro- 
c  during  of  Popery  there,  while  the  M.  of  N.  made 
*  one  of  the  Number  of  Commiffion c is,  which  he  did 
to  the  very  laft :  His  Love  to  Learning  is  known  by 

'his 
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'  his  liberality  to  Dedicators :  his  Skill  in  the  Latin 

Language  appear'd  eminently  in  his  reading  two 

Commiffions  lately  at  a  Conference  \  and  could  he 

be  engaged  in  a  bufwefs  which  might  prejudice  the 

'  Univerfitys?  As  to  Popery,  the  Noble  Earl  I  dare 

\  fay  never  heard  him  fjfpec'ted  of  the  lead  Biafs  to 

£  that  or  any  thing  of  that  kind,  and  therefore  he 

ft  could  fear  nothing  from  a  Commiflion  where  he 

c  had  a  Companion  fo  free  from  Superftition,  from 

c  Self-Love,  from  Pride,  ill  Nature,  and  as  known 

c  an  Enemy  to  France  as  is  upon  record  to  this 

f  day. 

c  I  expecT:  to  be  hit  in  the  Teeth  with  his  Confef- 
'  fion  and  Retraction  written  to  Dr.Tillotfon,  and 
1  his  devout  kneeling  at  the  Elevation  on  every  So- 
*  lemn  Day  in  the  P — - —  Chappel. 

c  To  the  firft  of  thefe  the  Anfwer  is  the  iame  as 
c  before  \  This  Letter  came  not  out  till  King  James 
£  was  gone.    And  to  the  Second,  I  hope  that  is  no 

4  great  Refle&ion  :  Why  might  not  his  L ptake 

e  the  fame  liberty  with  another  great  Courtier,  old 
£  Naaman  the  Syrian,  who  found  it  necelTary  to 
&  bow  himfelf  with  his  Matter  in  the  Hou(e  of 
1  Rimmon  ?  But  I  do  not  fee  how  this  concerns  the 
c  Noble  Earl,  whofe  Apology  I  am  writing,  and 
1  who  furely  if  he  did  a  little  err,  deferves  great  In- 
c  dulgence  from  every  reafonable  Man  upon  the  ac- 
1  count  of  his  having  err'd  in  fuch  Company. 

c  Another  occafion  taken  for  propagating  this  Slan- 
1  der,  will  I  hope  appear  very  frivolous  as  it  is  men- 
;  tion'd.  It  is,  that  this  Noble  Earl,  in  Kingjames's 
i  Reign,  was  (b  little  fix'd  and  refolved  in  his  Reli- 
gion, that  he  yielded  to  be  inftru&ed,  and  was 
1  content  to  admit  of  a  Difpute  between  fome  Priefts 
1  of  the  Church  of  Rome  and  fome  Divines  of  our 
;  Church,  in  his  Prefence^  and  that  after  it  was 
':  over,  he  remained  fo  far  in  fufpence  as  not  to  tile-. 
'  clare  which  Side  had  the  better. 

c  Suppofing  this  Fad  to  be  true  (which  the  Di- 
c  vines  who  were  concern'd  in  the  Difpute  may  per- 
c  haps  fatisfy  the  World  to  be  quite  otherwife)  I  do 
;  not  fee  wnat  great  Weight  can  be  laid  on  it*    No 
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c  Man  can  be  too  well  inform'd.     He  might  be 

*  thought  obftinate  and  unmannerly  to  bis  Mailer, 
c  if  be  bad  refufed  tbe  Conference :  Nor  ought  bis 
'  Silence  to  be  objected  to  him  as  a  Fault;,  every  one 
c  knows  bow  extremely  well  bred  the  Noble  Earl  is, 

*  and  peradventure  be  might  think  it  rude  to  put  tbe 

*  Piiefts  out  of  Countenance.  Perchance  be  thought 
c  it  Wifdom  at  that  time  to  keep  bis  mind  to  him~ 
c  felf  :■  We  all  know  bow  great  a  Matter  of  Taci- 
4  turnity  he  is.  But  to  leave  this  kind  of  Reafoning, 
c  and  to  put-  all  theft:  unjuft  Sufpicions  to  an  end  for 

*  ever,  I  will  give  you  the  Character  of  this  Noble 
c  E.  from  one  who  knows  him  well,  bis  own  Chap- 
1  lain  Dr.  Hickman,  wbofe  Word  every  body  will 
4  depend  on.  In  bis  Dedication  of  bis  Printed  Ser- 
c  raons  to  the  Noble  E.  be  tells  him  that  he  j^fferted 
*■  the  Caufe  of  the  Eftablifljed  Church  in  the  worfi  of 
&  Times,  and  had  given  the  World  a  Glorious  Example 

*  both  of  a  Patriot  and  Confeffor.  It  is  fure  he  can- 
c  not  mean  fince  the  Revolution.  After  ib  unbiaflfed 
c  and  difint^ reded  a  Character,  I  (hall  add  no  more3 
4  and  I  hope  every  one  will  fay  it  is  enough. 

Eectefiafti-  The  Storm  which  foon  after  broke  out  upon  the 
cd  Com-  whole  College  of  St.  Magdalen  in  Oxford,  as  it  was 
mifioners  a  longer  time  a  gathering,  fo  it  prov'd  more  furious 
Froceedrngs  z^d  difmal  in  its  EfTeds,  than  that  upon  Cambridge. 
^ainl  ,  And  becaufe  tbe  boldeft  Strokes  of  that  arbitrary  Spi- 
Coitee  Cn  r^5  ^Y  which  King  James's  Counfels  were  animated^ 
Oxoft!  were  ^een  *n  a  Particu^ar  manner  thro  the  Courfe  of 
this  Affair,  a  full  Relation  of  it  cannot  be  thought 
foreign  in  this  Hiftory. 

St.  Mary  Magdalen s- College  is  one  of  thenobleft 
Foundations  that  perhaps  was  ever  ereded  for  Learn- 
ing in  the  World  *,  and  it  was  no  wonder  tbe  Popiih 
Clergy  look'd  with  an  envious  and  greedy  Eye  upon 
this  rich  Prize,  and  made  their  utmoft  Efforts  to 
fnatch  it  from  the  Hands  of  thofe  they  called  Here- 
ticks.  This  iiluftrious  Society,  from  the  repeated 
Grants  of  Kings,  confirmed  by  feveral  Ads  of  Par- 
liament, and  from  their  own  Statutes,  were  in  ah 
uninterrupted  as  well  as  uncontested  PofTeflion  of  a 
Right  to  eied  their  own  Prefident,  that  Place  being 

vacant 
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vacant  by  the  Death  of  Dr.  Clarke.  The  Vice-Pres- 
cient, Dr.  Aldworth,  gave  notice  to  ail  the  Fellows 
prefent  in  the  Chappel,  to  proceed  to  the  Election  of 
another,  on  the  13th  of  April  following,  to  fill  up 
the  Vacancy  :  but,  before  the  day  of  Election,  bein>* 
informed  that  his  Majefty  had  granted  his  Letters 
Mandatory  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Anthony  Farmer,  a 
Man  of  an  ill  Reputation,  who  had  promifed  to  de- 
clare hirafelf  a  Papift  ;  they  mod  humbly  reprefen- 
ted  to  his  Majefty  in  their  Petition^  That  the  faid 
Mr.  Farmer  was  a  Peribn  in  feveral  reipeds  uncapa- 
ble  of  that  Character  according  to  their  Founders 
Statutes,  and  did  moft  earneftly  befeech  his  Majefty 
either  to  leave  them  to  their  Duty  and  Confciences 
according  to  his  Majefty's  late  moil  Gracious  Tole- 
ration, and  their  Founders  Statutes,  or  to  recom- 
mend fuch  a  Peribn  who  might  be  more  ferviceable 
to  his  Majefty  and  to  that  College.  The  Petition  was 
delivered  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Council  by  Dr.  Tho- 
mas Smith  and  Captain  Bag/haw,  and  lay  four  Days 
in  his  Lordfhip's  Hands,  with  a  promife  of  his  Fa- 
vour J  but  at  lait  his  Anfwer  was,  That  the  King  maji 
be  obeyed. 

On  Monday,  April  4.  his  Majefty's  Mandate  was 
delivered  by  Mr.  Robert  Charnock,  Mafter  of  Arts, 
and  Fellow  of  the  faid  College,  (a  new  Convert, 
wholly  devoted  to  the  Court,  and  the  fame  who 
afterwards  took  his  Turn  at  Tyburn  for  being 
a  principal  A&or  in  the  horrid  AfTaflination-Ploc 
againft  King  William's  Life)  directed  to  theVice- 
Prefident  and  the  Fellows,  requiring  them  forth- 
with to  eled:  the  faid  Mr. Farmer,  and  admit  him 
Prefident.  This  Mandate  the  Vice-Prefident  read 
with  decent  Refpeft  in  the  Chappel  of  the  College  be- 
fore the  Fellows  there  prefent,  and  ask'd  them  whe* 
ther,  in  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  Letter,  they 
would  forthwith  eled  Mx.Farmer  Prefident  ?  They 
ail  agreed  to  defer  their  Anfwer  till  Wednesday  fol- 
lowing. All  the  Fellows  being  then  met,  the  Vice- 
Prefident  read  the  Statute  concerning  the  Choice  of 
a  Prefident,  and  another  againft  corrupt  and  irre- 
gular Elections :  then  he  read  the  Kind's  Letter  in 
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behalf  of  Mr.  Farmer ;  and  a  fecond  time  demanded 
their  Anfwer,  which  was  to  this  effed:  That  having 
a  Petition  lying  at  that  time  before  his  Majefty,  they 
ought  not  to  proceed  to  Eledion  till  they  had  re- 
ceived his  Majefty's  Anfwer  to  the  fame  ^  and  there- 
upon the  Eledion  ihould  be  deferred  till  the  next 
day. 

On  Thwrfday  in  the  Morning,  the  Vice-Prefident 
told  them,  that  the  Choice  of  a  Prefident  had  been 
put  off  upon  account  of  their  Petition  to  his  Majefty, 
in  anfwer  to  which  they  had  not  then  received  his 
Majefty's  Pleafure  j  that  the  next  Day  was  the  utmoft 
time  they  had  Power  to  prorogue  the  Election  to 
by  the  Statutes,  and  therefore  it  was  necefTary  they 
fhould  come  to  fome  Refolution.  He  told  them  fur- 
ther, that  the  King  had  commanded  them  to  eled  Mr. 
Farmer^&nd  ask'd  their  Senfe  therein  *,  which  was  una- 
nimous (except  Mr.  Chamock)  that  the  Eledion 
Ihould  be  deferred  till  the  next  Morning. 

Accordingly,  April  15.  at  eight  a-Clock  in  the 
Morning,  the  Vice-Prefident  and  Fellows  being  met, 
Dr.  Thomas  Smith  and  Captain  Bag/haw,  two  of  the 
Fellows,  acquainted  the  reft  from  the  Lord  Prefident 
of  the  Council,  That,  in  anfwer  to  their  Petition,  his 
Majefty  having  fent  his  Letter  to  the  CoIlege,expeded 
to  be  obeyed.  After  which  the  Vice-Prefident  read 
again  the  King's  Mandate,  and  ask'd  them  whether 
they  would  comply  with  it  ?  They  defir'd  that  they 
might  proceed  to  an  Eledion :  and  the  Vice-Prefi- 
dent having  proposed  whether  they  would  make  any 
further  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  the  Vice-Prefident, 
Dr.  Fairfax,  Dr.  Vudfey,  and  Dr.Thomas  Smith,  were 
for  a  fecond  Addrefs  ;  but  all  the  reft  declared  im- 
mediately for  proceeding  to  an  Eledion.  Then  the 
Vice-Prefident  propos'd,  whether  they  would  go  to 
an  Eledion  viva  voce,  or  by  Scrutiny.  The  Vice- 
Prefident,  Mr.  Tomfon,  and  Mr.  Charnock,  were  for 
proceeding  in  it  viva  voce;  but  all  the  reft  were  for 
a  Scrutiny  (except  Dr.  Thomas  Smith,  who  was  for 
deferring  the  Eledion,  till  they  had  once  more  peti- 
tion 'd  the  King).  Therefore  it  being  the  Senle  of 
the  Majority  that  they  ought  to  proceed  to  the 
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Election  of  a  Prefident  according  to  the  Statutes,  and 
this  the  1  aft  Day  limited}  in  order  to  it  the  Holy 
Sacrament  was  folemnly  taken  by  all  except  Char- 
nock  :  then  the  Statutes  relating  to  the  Choice  of  a 
Prefident,  and  againft  corrupt  Elections,  were  read  by 
the  Vice- Prefident :  every  one  took  the  Oath  pre- 
fcrib'd  in  the  Statutes  (except  Mr.  Tomfon  and 
Mr.  Charnock,  who  refus'd  it)  and  the  two  fenior 
Fellows  were  fworn  Scrutators  in  the  Scrutiny  of  the 
whole  Society  for  the  Nomination  of  a  Prefident  \ 
Dr.  Hough  and  Mr.  Maynard  had  each  of  them  the 
major  Part  of  the  Voices :  and  then  the  1 3  Senior 
Fellows  being  met  to  elect  one  of  thefe  two,  Dr.  Hough 
had  eleven  Voices,  and  was  accordingly  pronoune'd 
Prefident  by  the  fenior  Scrutator  j  and  Mr.  Maynard 
was  appointed  by  the  13  fenior  Fellows  to  prefent 
him  as  Prefident  elect  to  the  Vifitor  in  order  to  his 
Admiffion.  After  this  Mr.  Chamock  and  Mr.  Tom- 
fon declared  viva  voce  for  Mr.  Farmer^  according  to 
his  Majefty's  Letter.  The  next  day  Dr.  Hough  being 
prefented  to  the  Vifitor,  was  fworn  and  admitted  Pre- 
fident by '  his  Lordfhip  according  to  the  Statutes, 
and  on  Sunday  next  following  took  the  fame  Oath 
again  before  the  Society,  and  afterwards  as  Prefident 
took  his  Seat  in  the  Chappel. 

The  King  hearing  of  it,  ordered  the  Lord  Sunder- 
land to  write  to  the  Fellows,  which  he  did  in  the  fol- 
lowing Terms. 


Gentlemen^ 

HT  H  E  King  being  inform'd  that  notwithftanding 
his  late  Mandate  fent  to  you  for  ele&ing 
Mr.  Farmer  to  be  Prefident  of  your  College,  you 
made  choice  of  another  Perlbn  }  his  Majefty  com- 
mands me  to  let  you  know  he  is  much  furpriz'd  at 
thefe  Proceedings,  and  expeds  you  fhould  fend  me 
an  Account  of  what  pafTed  on  that  cccafion,  and 
whether  you  did  receive  his  Majefty's  faid  Man- 
c  ' ;ate  before  you  chofe  Dr.  Hough. 
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Upon  which  the  Vice-Prefident  and  Fellows  drew 
up  their  Cafe  relating  to  the  late  Election  of  a  Prefi- 
dent, which  was  prefented  to  the  Duke  oiOrmond, 
Chancellor  of  the  Univerfrty  of  Oxford,  with  a  Letter, 
wherein  they  humbly  begg'd  his  Grace  to  interpofe 
with  his  moft  facred  Majefty  for  them,  that  they 
might  not  lie  under  the  weight  of  his  Difpleafure  for 
not  being  in  a  Capacity  of  obeying  his  Commands. 
The  Submiilion  being  not  fatisfaclory,  and  the  Duke 
of  Ormonde  Interposition  little  regarded,  the  Vice- 
Prefident  and  Fellows  were  cited  to  appear  before 
the  Ecclefiafticai  Commiflioners  at  Whitehall, 

On  June  the  5th,  the  Vice-Prefident,  Dr.  Fairfax, 
Dr.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.  Dobfon,  and 
Mr.  Fairer  Deputy-Fellows,  appear'd  before  the 
Lords-Commiilioners  according  to  the  above-menti- 
on'd  Citation  :  and  it  being  demanded  of  them  why 
they  rems'd  to  obey  the  King's  Mandate,  they  deuYd 
time  to  confider  of  if,  which  was  granted  to  the 
13th.  When  they  appear'd,  the  Vice-Prefident 
cleiiver'd  in  their  Aniwer,  which  was  read  by 
Mr.  Bridgman ;  and  therein  they  alledg'd,  That 
the  College  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  in  Oxon,  is  a  Body 
Corporate,  govern'd  by  Legal  Statutes,  granted  and 
confirmed  to  them  by  his  Majefty 's  PredecefTors :  That 
by  the  faid  Statutes  of  the  College,  to  the  Obferva- 
tion  of  which  each  Fellow  is  (worn,  it  is  ordered, 
.that  the  Perfon  elected  Prefident  fhall  be  a  Man 
of  good  Life  and  Reputation,  of  approv'd  Un- 
derftanding  and  good  Temper,  Difcreet,  Provident 
and  Circumfpecl,  both  in  fpiritual  and  temporal 
Affairs :  That  at  the  time  of  Election  of  a  Prefident, 
the  faicl  Fellows  are  bound  by  the  (aid  Statutes  to 
t;;ke  an  Oath  that  they'll  nominate  none  to  that 
Office  but  iuch  as  are  or  have  been  Fellows  of  the 
laid  College,  or  of  2\7"<?ip-College  in  Oxon',  or  if  they 
are  not  actually  Fellows  at  the  time  of  Ele&ion, 
that  they  be  fuch  as  have  left  their  Fellow  (hips  in  their 
rdpvCtive  Colleges  upon  credible  Accounts :  And  then 

two 
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two  qualify'd  Perfons  (hall  be  nominated  at  the  time 
of  Eledion,  by  the  greater  Number  of  all  the  Fellows, 
to  the  (aid  Office  of  Prefident.  The  13  Seniors  alio 
(wear  that  they  will  eledt  one  of  them  whom  in  their 
Confciences  they  think  mod:  proper  and  fufTkienr, 
mod:  difcreet  and  ufeful,  and  beft  qualify'd  for  the 
Place,  without  any  regard  to  Love,  Hatred,  Favour  or 
Fear :  That  every  Fellow  when  he  is  admitted  into  his 
Feliowfliip  in  the  faid  College,  fwears  that  he  will  in- 
violably keep  and  oblerve  all  the  Statutes  and  Ordi- 
nances of  the  College,  and  that  he  will  not  procure 
any  Difpenfation  contrary  to  his  forefaid  Oath,  or 
any  part  thereof,  nor  contrary  to  the  Statutes  and 
Ordinances  to  which  it  relates.  And  if  it  fhall  hap- 
pen that  any  Difpenfation  of  this  fort,  of  whatfoever 
Authority  it  lhall  be,  be  granted  *,  that  he  will  neither 
make  ufe  of  it,  nor  in  any  fort  confent  thereunto. 
That  on  the  nth  oiApril^  they  received  his  Majefty's 
Letters  Mandatory  to  eled  and  admit  Mr.  Antho- 
ny Farmer  Prefident  of  the  faid  College :  But  for- 
afmuch  as  the  Vice-Prefident  and  Fellows  apprehend- 
ed the  Right  of  Ele&ion  to  be  in  them,  and  believed 
his  Majefty  never  intended  to  difpoflefs  them  of  their 
Rights:,  and  forafmuch  as  the  faid  Mr.  Farmer  had 
never  been  Fellow  either  of  Magdalen  or  New- Col- 
lege in  Oxon,  and  had  not  thofe  Qualifications  which 
by  the  faid  Statutes  of  the  College  are  required  to 
the  Character  of  a  Prefident*,  and  in  regard  they 
cou'd  not  comply  with  his  Majefty's  Letter  without 
the  Violation  of  their  Oaths,  and  hazard  of  their 
legal  Intereft  and  Property  wherewith  they  were  by 
the  Statutes  pofTefs'd,  and  which  by  their  Oaths  they 
are  .bound  to  maintain:  They  reprefented  the  fame 
by  their  humble  Petition  to  his  Majefty  *,  and  having 
defer'd  theEledion  to  thelaft  Day  limited  by  their 
Statutes,  then  they  made  choice  of  the  Reverend 
Mr.  John  Hongk,  B.  D.  one  of  the  Fellows  of  their 
...College,  and  a  Perfon  every  way  qualify'd  to  be 
Prefident  •,  who  had  been  fince  confirm'd  by  the  Bi- 
ftiop  of  Winton  their  Vifitor,  as  the  Statutes  of  the 
College  direct.  And  that  they  might  not  lie 
F  2  under 
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under  Iris  Majefty's  Difpleafure  by  their  Proceedings, 
they  did  make  an  humble  Representation  to  his  Ma- 
jelly,  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  Chancellor 
of  the  Univerfity  oiOxon^  fetting  forth  their  indifpen- 
iabie  Obligations  to  obferve  their  Founders  Statute?. 
All  which  Matters  they  humbly  offer 'd  to  their  Lord- 
fhips,  and  pray'd  to  be  difmifs'd  with  their  Lord- 
fhips  Favour. 

This  Anfwer  was  fign'd  but  by  five  of  the  Delegates, 
Dr.  Fairfax  not  confenting  to  it  *,  and  therefore  he 
defir'd  their  Lordfliips  to  hear  him  apart,  and  take 
his  Reafons  why  he  could  not  fubfcribe.    After  the 
reading  of  the  Anfwer,  the  Lord  Chancellor  Jefferys 
being  in  hopes  he  would  fubmit,  gave  him  leave  to 
fpeak,  faying,  Ayy  this  looks  like  a  Man  of  Senfe  and 
a  good  Subjett?  let  us  hear  what  he  mil  fay.    But  find- 
ing his  roiftake,  and  that  he  infifted  that  in  Ecclefi- 
afticalCourts  there  (hould  be  a  Libel  given  to  the  Party 
appealed,  that  he  might  know  what  he  was  accus'd 
of  ^  that  he  defir'd  that  Libel,  and  did  not  know  what 
he  was  call'd  there  for,  and  that  the  Matter  did  not 
lie  in  that  Court  but  in  Weftminjler-Hall  -0  the  Chan- 
cellor endeavour'd  to  baffle  his  Plea  by  telling  him, 
That  he  was  a  Doctor  of  Divinity f,  and  not  of  Law. 
To  this  the  Do&or  reply 'd,  That  he  defir'd  to  know 
by  what  Commifflon  and  Authority  they  fat  f  which 
put  Jefferys  into  fuch  exceflive  Paflion  as  made  him 
cry  out,  Pray  what  Commiffion  have  you  to  be  fo  impu- 
dent in  Court?    This  Man  ought  to  keep  in  a  dark 
Room :  Why  do  you  fuffer  him  without  a  Guardian  ? 
Why  did  not  you  bring  him  to  me  to  beg  him  ?  Pray  let 
the  Officers  feize  him.    Then  the  Delegates  were  or- 
dered to  withdraw  *,  and  after  a  whole  Hour's  Debate, 
the  Vice-Prefident  was  call'd  in  alone3  and  ordered 
to  attend  the  Court  again  with  the  reft  of  the  de- 
puted Fellows. 

On  Wednefday  the  22d  of  the  fame  Month,  the 
appointed  Day ,  the  Delegates  appear'd  accord- 
ing to  the  Commiffioners  Order,  and  gave  in  their 
Allegations  againft  Mr.  Farmery  the  moft  material 

of 
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of  which  were:  That  he  had  misbehaved  himfelf  in 
Trinity-  College  in  Cambridge,  and  had  there  received 
Admonition  from  the  Matter,  in  order  to  his  Expul- 
fion.  That  having  left  Cambridge,  he  taught  School 
at  Chippenham  in  WiltJJnre,  under  a  Nonconformift 
Minifter,  without  Licence.  That  in  Sept.  1683.  he 
was  admitted  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen-Hall  in  Oxon, 
where  fuch  frequent  Complaints  were  brought  againft 
him  to  the  Principal,  for  his  troublefom  Humour  and 
unquiet  Temper,  that  to  preferve  the  Peace  of  the 
Society,  he  was  defir'd  to  leave  the  faid  Hall.  That 
after  his  leaving  Magdalen- Hall,  he  was  admitted  to 
Magdalen-College,  where  difcouriing  about  Religion, 
he  declar'd,  That  there  was  no  Protefiant  but  would  cut 
the  King's  Throat  j  tho  at  other  times  he  faid,  That 
whatfoever  he  pretended,  he  was  a  Member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  that  he  made  an  Intereil; 
with  fome  Roman  Catholicks  only  to  get  Preferment 
by  their  means,  and  for  that  reafon  was  willing  to 
be  thought  of  their  Religion :  and  that  in  general  the 
faid  Mr.  Farmer  had  the  Unhappinefs  to  be  under 
an  ill  Fame  as  to  his  Life  and  Converfation.  Thefe 
Allegations  were  confirmed  by  feveral  Letters  and 
Certificates  produc'd  in  Court,  which  Mr.  Farmer 
endeavour'd  vainly  to  confute.  Neverthelefs  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Commiffioners  depriv'd  Dr.  Hough  of  his 
Prefidentfliip,  and  fufpended  Dr.  Aid-worth  and  Dr. 
Fairfax,  and  ordered  the  Fellows  of  the  College  to 
caufe  their  Sentence  to  be  executed  and  affix'd  to  the 
Gates  of  their  College ;  which  they  negle&ing  to  do, 
they  were  cited  to  appear  before  the  Commiilioners 
at  Whitehall,  upon  the  29th  of  June,  to  anfwer  the 
faid  Contempt. 

The  Court  by  this  time  found  that  Farmer  was  a 
Man  of  fo  profligate  a  Life,  that  tho  he  had  promis'd 
to  advance  the  Intereil:  of  the  Papifls,  and  even  to 
declare  himfelf  one  of  them  upon  his  Promotion  to 
that  Place,  they  began  to  be  aiham'd  of  him : 
and  therefore  inftead  of  infilling  on  the  former  Man- 
date in  his  Favour,  the  King  granted  another  in  be- 
half of  Dr.  Parker,  Bilhop  of  Oxford,  and  one  of  the 

Court 
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Court  Creatures.  But  the  Place  of  Prefident  being 
already  in  a  legal  manner  filled  up  by  Dr.  Hou%h9 
(which  if  it  had  not  been,  yet  the  Bifhop  of  Ox- 
ford was  incapable  by  the  Statutes  of  the  Col- 
lege of  being  chofen)  the  Fellows  did  not  think 
themlelves  oblig'd  to  proceed  to  a  fecond  Elec- 
tion. 

The  King  was  fo  incenfed  at  this  frefh  Contempt 
of  his  Orders,  that  he  came  to  Oxford  in  Perlbn  \ 
and  having  commanded  the  Fellows  of  Magdalen- 
College  to  attend  him  at  Chrifi*Cburcb,  he  ask'd 
Dr.  Pudfey,  the  Senior  of  the  Fellows  that  appear'd 
before  him,  Whether  they  had  receiv'd  his  Letter  ? 
When  the  Doctor  anfwer'd,  They  did  :  The  King 
in  an  angry  Tone  reply'd,  Then  yon  have  done  very 
■uncivilly  by  me,  and  undutifally.  Here  they  all  kneel'd, 
and  Dr.  Pudfey  offer'd  a  Petition,  wherein  they 
humbly  ftiewed,  It  was  an  inexpreflible  Affliction  to 
them  to  find  themfelves  reduced  to  fuch  Extremity, 
that  either  they  muft  difobey  his  Majefty's  Com- 
mand, contrary  to  their  Inclinations,  and  that  con- 
stant courfe  of  Loyalty  which  they  had  (hewn  upon 
all  occafions  \  or  elfe  break  their  Founders  Statutes, 
and  deliberately  perjure  themfelves.  Then  they 
mention'd  the  Statutes,  and  the  Oaths  that  every 
one  of  them  had  taken  at  their  Admiffion  to  their 
Fellowfhips }  and  concluded  with  an  humble  Prayer 
to  his  Majefty,  to  give  them  leave  to  lay  their  Cafe 
and  themfelves  at  his  Majefty's  Feet :  earneftly  be- 
feeching  him  to  extend  to  them  that  Grace  and  Ten- 
dernefs  which  he  vouchfafed  to  all  his  other  Sub- 
jects. 

But  this  their  fubmiffive  Pofture  did  not  appeafe 
the  King ;  who  refufing  to  receive  their  Petition, 
vented  his  Refentment  in  thefe paflionate Words:  Te 
have  been  a  fiubborn  turbulent  College  *,  /  have  known 
you  to  be  fo  thefe  twenty -jive  Tears.  Tou  have  affron- 
ted me  in  this.  Is  this  your  Church-of-England's 
Loyalty  ?  One  would  wonder  to  findfo  many  Church- 
of  England  Men  in  fuch  a  bufmefs.  Go  homey  and 
jl.ew  your  f elves  good  Members  of  the  Ckurck'6f-JLx\g~ 
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land.  Get  you  gone.  Know,  that  J  am  your  King\ 
I  will  be  obeyed  *,  and  I  command  you  to  be  gone.  Goj 
admit  the  Bi/Jjop  of  Oxon  Head,  Principal,  what  dye 
call  it,  of  your  College  ?  (one  that  flood  by  faid  Pre- 
fident)  /  mean  President  of  the  College.  Let  them 
that  refufe  it  look  tot  ;  they  fiall  feel  the  Weight  of 
their  Sovereign  s  Difpleafure. 

The  Fellows  then  going  out  of  the  Prefence, 
were  call'd  back:  and  the  King  faying  to  them,  that 
he  heard  they  had  admitted  a  Fellow  of  the  Col- 
lege fince  they  had  receiv'd  his  Inhibition  j  Have 
you  not  admitted  Mr.  Holden  Fellow  ?  Dr.  Pudfey 
anfwer'd,    /  think  he  was  admitted  Fellow  ',  but  we 

conceive Upon    which    Mr.  Craddoch  faid, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefiy,  there  was  no  new  Eletli- 
on  or  Admijjion,  but  only  the  Confummation  of  a  for- 
mer Eleclion,  To  this  the  King  reply'd,  The  Con- 
fummation of  a  former  Election  is  downright  Difobe- 
dience  ;  and  it  is  a  frejh  Aggravation.  Get  you  home ', 
I  fay,  again,  and  immediately  repair  to  your  Chappel, 
and  elect  the  Bijhop  of  Oxford,  or  elf e  you  mufi  expetb 
to  feel  the  Weight  of  my  Hand*——-' 

The  Fellows  offering  again  their  Petition  on 
their  Knees,  the  King  faid  to  them.  Get  you  gone,  I 
will  receive  nothing  from  you,  till  you  have  obeyd  mey 
and  admitted  the  Biftjop  of  Oxon.  Upon  which  they 
immediately  went  to  their  Chappel ',  and  Dr.  Pudfey 
propofmg,  Whether  they  would  obey  the  King  ? 
they  anfwer'd,  They  were  as  ready  to  obey  his  Ma- 
jefty  in  all  things  that  lay  in  their  Power,  as  any 
of  his  Subje&s :  But  the  ele&ing  the  Bifhop  of 
Oxon  being  dire&ly  contrary  to  their  Statutes, 
and.  the  pofitive  Oaths  they  had  taken,  they  cou'd 
not  apprehend  it  in  their  Power  to  obey  him  in  this 
matter. 

Whereupon  they  drew  up  an  Addrefs,  exprefiing 
in  moft  fubmifiive  Terms,  the  faid  Refolutions, 
which  they  gave  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Council, 
and  it  was  afterwards  deliver'd  to  his  Majeity  at 
Bath.  Wherever  his  Majefty  came,  he  work'd  a 
miraculous  Converfion,  (as  his  Flatterers  exprefs'd 

it) 
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it)  except  in  Oxford }  and  therefore  this  being  the 
only  Oppofition  he  receiv'd  in  his  Progrefs,  it  could 
not  but  provoke  a  Monarch  who  expe&ed  to  he  o- 
bey'd  in  every  thing.  Yet  before  he  made  Magda- 
len College  feel  the  threaten'd  Weight  of  his  Dif- 
pleafure,  William  Venn  the  Head  of  the  Quakers,  or 
as  fome  then  thought,  an  ambitious  crafty  Jefuif, 
(who  under  a  fanatical  Out-fide,  promoted  King 
James's  Defigns)  was  induftrioufly  employ'd  not  to 
trapan  them,  as  he  pretended  in  his  Letter  to  Dr. 
Bailey ,  one  of  the  Fellows,  but  out  of  a  paffionate 
Concern  for  their  Intereft,  to  perfuade  them  either 
to  a  compliance  with  his  Majefty's  Letter,  or  to 
think  among  themfelves  of  fome  Expedient  to  prevent 
the  Ruin  of  their  College,  and  themfelves  :  and  to  of- 
fer it  to  his  Majefty's  Confideration,  That  the  Order 
for  the  Qyo  Warranto  againft  the  College  might  be 
recall'd  before  it  was  too  late  \  for  they  could  not  but 
be  fenfible  how  highly  his  Majefty  was  incens'd  a- 
gainft  them.  Every  Mechanick  (adds  Venn)  knows 
the  Temper  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  who  never  will 
receive  a  Baffle  in  any  thing  that  he  heartily  efpou- 
fes  \  and  that  he  does  this,  your  felves  have  had  too 
late  and  manifeft  an  Inftance,  to  doubt  of  his  Zeal 
in  the  Affair.  Where  there  are  fo  many  Statutes 
to  obferve,  it's  impoffible  but  fome  mud  be  broken, 
one  time  or  another:  and  I  am  inform'd  by  the 
Learned  in  the  Law,That  a  failure  in  any  one  Point, 
forfeits  your  Grant,  and  lays  your  College  at  the 
King's  Mercy.  I  could,  fays  he  in  the  Conclufion^ 
give  many  other  prudent  Arguments,  that  might 
poffibly  encline  you  to  put  an  end  to  your  Trou- 
bles almoft  at  any  rate  :  but  I  fhall  only  fuggeft  this 
one  thing  to  you,  That  your  fatal  Overthrow 
would  be  a  fair  beginning  of  the  fo  much  aim'd- 
at  Reformation,  firft  of  the  liniverfity,  then  of  the 
Church  }  and  adminifterfuch  an  Opportunity  to  the 
Enemy  as  may  not  perhaps  occur  in  his  Majefty's 
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To  this  Letter  the  College  return'd  an  Anfwer, 
wherein,  among  other  things,  they  declar'd,  They 
are  not  confcious  of  ever  having  given  his  Majefty 
any  fuch  Offence,  and  therefore  have  no  reafon  to 
fear  the  ifluing  out  of  a  Quo  Warranto  againft  them. 
And  as  for  the  reft,  they  believe  no  lnftance  can 
be  given  of  a  Qj}o  Warranto  brought  again  ft  a  CoU 
lege  or  Hall  in  the  Univerfitys,  or  in  any  other 
Ecclefiaftical  Corporation,  for  the  Abufes  of  fome 
of  the  Conftitutions  and  Franchifes  in  them  :  That 
the  Mifdemeanors  of  particular  Perfons  will  not  de- 
ftroy  a  College  \  and  that  if  the  Corporation  of  a 
College  fhould  be  diflblv'd,  the  Revenues  thereof 
will  return  to  the  Founder's  Heirs,  and  not  devolve 
to  the  Crown  :  That  if  their  College  muft  be  the 
firft  Example  of  that  kind,  they  (hall  be  better 
juftify'd  by  the  Obfervation  of  their  Statutes,  at 
leaft  to  God  and  their  own  Confciences,  than 
they  could  have  been  by  a  voluntary  and  delibe- 
rate Breach  of  them.  They  conclude,  with  men- 
tioning their  Loyalty  to  the  Crown,  particularly 
in  Monmouth's  Rebellion,  when  they  rais'd  a  Com- 
pany at  their  own  Charges,  and  under  Command  of 
their  Fellows  engag'd  againft  him. 

Several  other  Perfons  ufed  their  Endeavours  to 
bring  the  Fellows  to  a  Compliance }  which  pro- 
ving ftill  ineffectual,  they  were  cited  before  the  Bi- 
jfhop  of  Cbcfter,  Sir  Robert  Wright  Chief- Juftice  of 
the  Kings-Bench^  and  Sir  Thomas  Jenner  one  of  the 
Barons  of  the  Exchequer.  Thefe  three  being  added 
to  the  other  Ecclefiaftical  CommiJJioners,  and  particu- 
larly empower'd  to  vifit  Magdalen- College  only, 
the  Prefident  Dr.  Hough^  and  the  Fellows  appearing, 
the  Bifhop  of  Chefier  made  a  Speech,  and  began 
with  fevere  Reflections  upon  Difloyalty  and  Dif1 
obedience,  particularly  on  their  undutiful  Behaviour 
to  his  Majeity,  when  at  Oxon,  in  denying  compli- 
ance with  his  juft  and  reafonable  Requeft.  He  urg'd, 
That  the  Church  of  England  taught  an  unconditio- 
nal and  unlimited  Obedience ;  then  enlarg'd  upon  his 
Majefty's  gracious  Temper,   that  would  have  no 
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Man  opprefs'd  in  things  againft  his  Confcience,  but 
would  fuffer  all  Men  to  worfhip  God  in  their  own 
way.  In  the  mean  time  (continud  he)  we  cannot 
but  fuppofe  his  Majtfty  w^'  make  ufe  of  all  prudent 
and  lawful  Methods  to  encourage  thofe  of  his  own 
Religion,  without  injuring  the  Church  of  England^ 
which  is,  at  prefent,  the  Religion  by  Law  eftablifli'd  \ 
for  his  Majefty.will  maintain  that  Altar  at  which 
he  himfelf  does  hot  worfiiip  :  but  at  prefent  we  are 
in  more  danger  of  Profanenefs  than  Popery.  He 
told  them,  That  their  Corporation,  as  others,  was 
a  Creature  of  the  Crown,  and  that  it  was  Infolence 
in  their  local  Statutes  to  fpurn  againft  their  Maker. 
That  their  Diflempers  had  brought  this  Vifitation 
upon  them,  the  Confequences  of  which  might  be  ill 
to  the  Church  and  Universities.  He  exhorted  them 
by  the  Bowels  of  Chrift,  to  confider  thefe  things- 
lie  told  them,  That  the  Eyes  of  the  World  were 
upon  them  *,  and  they  ought  to  take  care  that  their 
Practices  might  not  influence  their  Admirers.  In 
fliort,  the  whole  defign  of  this  Speech  feem'd,  by 
Promifes  and  Threats,  to  aim  at  the  inducing  them 
to  comply. 

In  the  Afternoon,  the  Commiffioners  being  fat,  the 
Bifhop  of  Chefier  ask'd  Dr.  Hough,  Whether  they 
would  fubmit  to  his  Vifitation  ?  To  which  the  Doc- 
tor anfwer'd,  in  the  name  of  himfelf  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  Fellows,  that  they  Submitted  to  it  as  far 
as  it  was  confident  with  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  and 
the  Statutes  of  the  College,  and  no  farther  ,  and  de- 
fir'd  their  Lordfhips,  that  this  Declaration  might  be 
recorded.  The  next  Queftion  the  BiOiop  put  to 
bim,  was,  Whether?^  obferv'd  all  thofe  Statutes  ? 
And  the  Prefident  anfwer'd,  They  hopd  they  did. 
Ton  have  a  Statute  there  for  Mafs  (reply 'd  he)  Why 
do  not  ye  read  Mafs  f  This  Queftion  from  a  Bilhop 
was  a  little  furprizing  :  but  the  Prefident  foon  an- 
fwer'd it,  by  telling  him,  that  the  matter  of  that 
Oath  was  unlawful  j  and  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  no  Man 
was  obiig'd  to  obferve  an  Oath :  and  befides, 
That  Statute  was  taken  away  by  the  La\ys  of  the 
Land. 

After 
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After  feveral  other  frivolous  Expostulations,  the 
Bifhop  of  Chefier  demanded  firft,  all  their  Registers : 
Secondly,  an  Account  of  the  Revenues  of  their 
College,  and  their  Benefactors,  to  what  ufe  the  Mo- 
ny  was  afiign'd,  how  employed,  and  how  far  con- 
verted to  other  ufes  \  or  in  plain  Englifi;,  how  far  it 
was  defign'd  for  Hofpitality.  And  thirdly,  a  Copy 
of  all  the  Leafes  they  had  let  for  two  years  laft 
part. 

At  the  next  fitting,  Dr.  Hough  was  feveral  times 
requir'd  to  deliver  up  the  Keys  and  quiet  PofTefnon 
of  the  Lodgings  to  the  Perfon  whom  his  Majeiiy  had 
appointed  Prefident.  Which  the  Doctor  refufing 
to  obey,  alledging  the  Legality  of  his  Election,  the 
King's  Proctor  flood  up,  and  accus'd  him  of  Con- 
tumacy :  and  then  the  Bifhop  of  Chefier  admonifh'd 
him  three  times  to  depart  peaceably  out  of  the  Lodg- 
ings, and  to  ad  no  longer  as  Prefident  of  his  Col- 
lege. The  fame  day  in  the  Afternoon,  the  Bifhop 
of  Chefier  ask'd  the  Fellows,  Whether  they  would 
admit  the  Bifhop  oiOxon  Prefident,  fince  Dr. Hough's 
Place  was  declar'd  void  ?  To  which  the  greater 
part  anfwer'd,  They  could  not  do  it,  without  pre- 
meditated Perjury  ,  and  therefore  would  not  do 
it. 

During  this  Examination,  Dr.  Hough  came  into 
Court  without  any  Attendance  ^  and  having  waited 
till  it  was  ended,  and  the  Commiflioners  at  a  Paule, 
he  defir'd  leave  to  fpeak  a  few  Words :  which  being 
granted,he  faid,7l?tfr  they  having  been  pleafed  to  deprive 
him  of  his  Place  of  Prefident  of  that  College,  he  did 
prvtesi  again  ft  all  their  Proceedings  i?i  prejudice  of 
him,  and  his  Right,  as  illegal,  un)us~t,  and  null:  there- 
fore he  appealed  to  his  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  in  his 
Courts  of  Jufiice.  Upon  which,  the  Strangers  and 
new  Scholars  in  the  Room  gave  a  Humm  :  which 
fo  incens'd  their  Lordihips,  that  notwithftanding 
all  the  Protefhtions  the  Prefident  and  Fellows  could 
make,  the  Prefident  in  particular  offering  to  purge 
himfelf  by  Oath,  that  he  was  no  ways  acceflbry  to 
it ,  yet  the  Lord  Chief- Juftice  was  not  to  be  paci- 
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fy'd,  but  charging  it  upon  Dr.  Hough,  bound  him  in 
a  Bond  of  icoo/.  and  Security  to  the  like  Value, 
to  make  his  Appearance  at  the  Kings-Bench  Bar  the 
Term  following.  Moreover,  the  Lord  Chief- Juftice 
faid,  They  had  met  with  nothing  but  Affronts  from 
the  College  :  that  as  for  himfelf,  he  valud  not  what 
People  faid  of  him ',  but  was  refoh'd  to  vindicate 
the  Honour  of  his  Mafier  to  the  las~t  drop  of  his  Bloody 
and  if  the  Civil  Power  could  not  keep  them  in  order, 
the  Military  ftjould.  Baron  Jenner  likewife  fhew'd 
his  Refentment  upon  this  occafion,  by  punning,  ac- 
cording to  the  beft  of  his  Capacity,  on  the  late  Pre- 
fident's  Name,  and  faying  to  him,  Sir,  you  must  not 
think  to  huff  (Hough)  m :  About  which  time  fe- 
veral  Officers  then  in  Town,  came  into  the  Room. 

At  the  next  fitting,  Dr.  Stafford,  one  of  the  Fel- 
lows, offer'd  a  Paper  in  anfwer  to  what  was  ob- 
jected the  Friday  before,  That  the  King's  Mandate 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Farmer,    imply'd    an    Inhibition. 
Which  their  Lordfhips  having  perus'd,  would  not 
fuffer  to  be  read  publickly,  but  ask'd  the  Fellows, 
Whether  they  would  fign  it  ?    bidding  them  to  do  it 
at  their  Peril,    The  Fellows  being  withdrawn,  and 
pot  thinking  it  was  necefTary  to  fign  a  Plea  which 
the  Commiilioners  refus'd  to  have  argu'd,  they  re- 
turn'd  the  Paper  into  the  Court,  fubfcrib'd  only  by 
Dr.  Fairfax  and  Dr.  Stafford.    Their  Lordfhips  ta- 
king no  farther  notice  of  that  Paper,  the  Bifhop  of 
Chefier  ask'd  the  Fellows,  Whether  they  would  in- 
fhl  the  Bifhop  of  Oxford  Prefident,  or  afiift  at  the 
inftalling  of  him  ?    To  this  they  anfwer'd,  as  be- 
fore, That  as  tbey  could  not  do  it   without  delibe- 
rate Perjurv,  fo  it  was  not  in  their  Power  to  do  it. 
Thereupon  Mr.  Wiggins  Chaplain  to  the   Bifhop  of 
Oxford,  empowered  as  a  Proxy  to  be  inftall'd  Prefi- 
dent for  his  Lord,  (then  confin'd  to  his  Chamber 
by  fome  Indifpjfition)  was  put  into  the   Prefident- 
Stali  by    the  Biihop  of  Chefier,  none  of  the  Fellows 
being  prefent  but  Mr.  Chamock  ;  and  took  the  Oath 
which  the  Statutes  enjoin  the  Prefident  at  his  Admif- 
(H,  and  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy, 
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Then  their  Lordfhips  conduced  him  to  the  Prefi- 
dent's  Lodgings,  where  knocking  three  times,  and 
the  Door  not  being  cpen'd,  a  Smith  was  Tent  for 
to  force  it  open,  and  Mr.  Wiggins  took  Poffeilion  of 
the  Lodgings. 

Immediately  after,  the  Bifhop  of  Chefier  ask'd  the 
Fellows,  Whether  they  would  obey  the  Bifhop  of 
OxorL.   as  dow  inftalTd  Prefident  by  virtue  of  the 
King's  Mandate  ?    Dr.  Fairfax  anfwer'd,  He  neither 
could  nor  would  obey  him^  having  already  a  lawfid  and 
fiat nt able  Prefident.    Others  complv'd  with  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Pleafure ',  and   others  again   defird  time  to 
confider  (b  weighty  aQueftion  :  which  was  granted  •, 
the  Bifhop  of  Chefier  bidding   them  go  and  confult 
about  it  among  themfelves.    In  the  Afternoon,  this 
Anfwer  was  given  in  by  the  Society  (except  Dr.RuV- 
fax)  c  That  whereas  his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed, 
'  by  his  Royal  Aothority,  to  caufe  the   Bifhop  of 
1  Oxon  to  be  inftali'd  Prefident,  they  did  fuhmit  as 
c  far  as  was  lawful  and  agreeable  to  the  Statutes  of 
1  the  College,  and  no  way  prejudicial  to  the  Right 
4  and  Title  of  Dr.  Hiwgh.'    This  Anfwer  was  al- 
low'd,  except  the  lad  Claafe,  which  the  Lord  Chief* 
Juftice^and  Baron  Jenner  declar'd  as  Judges  to  be 
infignificant,   fmce  nothing  they  could  do  could  in- 
validate Dr.  Hough's  Title  :,  but  left  them  ftill  at  li- 
berty to  be  WitnefTes  for  him,  or  to  be  any  other 
way  ferviceable  to  him  in  recovery  of  his  Right : 
and  upon  this  AiTurance  the  Society  was*  prevail'd 
with  to  leave  out  the  laft  Claufe.     Dr.  Fairfax  per- 
mitting in  his  former  Anfwer,  receiv'd  Sentence   of 
Expulfion  :   Again  it  which  he  protefted  as  null,  un- 
juft  and  unlawful.    This  Protection  was  over-rul'd 
by  the  Commiilioners,  and  a  Copy  of  the  Sentence 
deny'd,  tho  mcft  earnestly  deiir'd  at  the  Iniiance 
of  Dr.  Hedges  and  Mr.  Vice-Chancellor.    Two  days 
after,  their  Lordfhips  thinking  they  had  gain'd  their 
Point,  dcclar'd,  That  they  were  well  iatisfy'd  with 
the  Anfwer   the  Society  had  given  them  ■,  and  tho 
before  they  had  laid  a  Libel  to  their  Charge,  yet 
chat  night  they  declar'd.  They  had  met  with  no- 
thins 
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thing  but  Civility,  and  that  they  fhould  receive  the 
fame  from  them :  That  they  had  fhewn  themselves 
Men  of  excellent  Temper ,  and  that  they  would  re- 
prefent  it  faithfully  above  to  their  Advantage,  and 
immediately  difpatch  an  Esprefs  to  Court,  with  an 
Account  of  their  Proceedings. 

The  next  day,  the  Fellows  having  been  order'd 
the  day  before  to  bring  in  their  Anfwer  to  the  fol- 
lowing Queftions  : 

^  (i.)  What  Gifts  and  Provifions  they  had  for  the 
Entertainment  of  Strangers  ? 

(2.)  What  was  the  Value  of  them  ? 

(3.)  How  they  were  apply'd  ? 

(4.)  And  where  was  the  place  of  Entertainment  ? 

They  made  it  appear  very  fatisfa&orily,  that  one 
year  with  another  they  gave  almoft  100  /.  in  Cha- 
rity-Mony,  over  and  above  what  by  their  Statutes 
they  were  oblig'd  to  give.  Upon  which  their  Lord- 
ftiips  expatiated  upon  their  generous  Bounty  and 
Liberality,  faying,  c  The  Complaint  on  this  account 
c  was  .groundless,  and  that  it  would  induce  his  Ma- 
c  jefty  to  entertain  better  Thoughts  of  them  in  all  d- 
c  ther  Matters/ 

At  the  next  Sitting,  the  Fellows  having  prefented 
to  the  Commiffioners  a  Lift  of  Leafes,  which  had 
been  renew'd  two  years  laft  paft,  Mr.  Cbamock  (the 
new  Convert)  ask'd  their  Lordfhips,  Whether  thofe 
Leafes  flood  good,  which  had  been  feal'd  fince  Dr. 
Hough's  Election  ?  The  Lord  Chief-. Juftice  anfwer'd, 
Yes  \  for  Corporations  always  fpeak  by  their  Seals-. 
Then  their  Lordfliips  perus'd  the  College- Regifters, 
and  finding  nothing  in  them  to  objed  againft,  they 
were  return'd,  and  the  Court  adjourn 'd. 

The  next  day,  the  Commirlioners  acquainted  the 
Fellows,  They  had  reprefented  them  fairly  to  the 
King  \  but  that  his  Majefty  expe&ed  fome  farther 
Submiilion,  which  they  advife  them  to  make,  by  ac- 
knowledging their  Contempt  of  his  Sacred  Majefty 
in  PeiTon,  and  to  his  Letters :  That  they  fhould 
promife  to  behave  themfelves  loyally  for  the  future  : 
That  they  fhould  own  the  Proceedings,  and  the  \x- 
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gality  of  the  Court  \  implore  his  Majefty's  Pardon, 
and  lay  themfelves  at  his  Feet  \  and  that  they  Ihould 
declare  their  entire  Submiffion  to  the  Bifhop  of 
Oxon,  as  their  Prefident.  The  Fellows  anfwer'd  in 
Writing,  That  they  had  endeavour'd,  in  all  their 
A&ions,  to  exprefs  their  Duty  to  his  Majefty  *,  and 
being  conlcious  to  themfelves,  that  in  the  whole  Con- 
dud  of  the  Bufinefs  before  their  Lordfhips,  they  had 
done  nothing  but  what  their  Oaths  and  Statutes 
had  indifpeniibly  oblig'd  them  to,  they  could  not 
make  any  Declaration  whereby  to  acknowledg  they 
had  done  any  thing  amifs,  having  a&ed  according 
to  the  Principles  of  Loyalty  and  Obedience,  (b  far 
as  they  could,  without  doing  Violence  to  their  Con- 
fidences, or  Prejudice  to  their  Rights,  (one  of  which 
they  conceiv'd  the  electing  of  a  Prefident  to  be)  from 
which  they  were  fworn,  upon  no  account,  to  depart. 

Upon  the  perufal  of  this  Anfwer,  their  Lordlhips 
exprefs'd  their  Diflike  of  it,  faying,  4  It  did  not 
6  come  up  to  the  Addrefs  fent  to  his  Majefty  at 
c  Bath,  nor  to  the  Paper  they  deliver'd  in  on  Tuef- 
c  day.3  Upon  which  a  frefh  Queftion  being  put  to 
the  Fellows,  Whether  they  would  obey  the  Bilhop 
of  Oxford  as  their  Prefident,  all,  except  one  or  two, 
anfwer'd,  They  codd  not  do  it.  Then  Mr.  Fdlamy  % 
being  particularly  interrogated,  he  alledg'd,  That 
the  Bilhop  of  Oxford  had  no  PofTeflion  in  due  Form 
of  Law,  nor  by  proper  Officers  \  and  that  he  was 
inform'd,  that  the  proper  Officers  to  give  PoflTeffion 
of  a  Freehold,  was  the  Sheriff,  with  a  Poffe  Comi- 
tate. The  Commiffioners  reply 'd,  Ton  may  have 
one foon  enough, 

Mr.  Fullam  endeavour'd  to  make  an  Excufe  for 
what- he  had  (aid  \  which  their  Lordfhips  rejeded  : 
and  having  thought  fit  to  fufpend  him  from  the 
Profits  of  his  Fellowihip,  for  his  Contempt  and  his 
opprobrious  Language,  they  adjourned  till  the  16th 
of  November,  and  immediately  went  for  London. 
The  King  having  feen  an  Account  of  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Vifitors,  his  Majefty  order'd  them,  that 
at  their  Return  to  the  College,  they  Ihould  fumraon 

all 
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all  the  Fellows  to  appear  before  them,  and  endea- 
vour to  make  them  fenfible  of  their  Offences j  and 
if  they  fhould  refufe  to  fubferibe  the  above-men- 
tion'd  Submiffion,  immediately  to  expel  them  for 
their  Obftinacy.  Purfuant  to  the(e  Inftru&ions, 
the  Commiffioners  return'd  to  Oxford^  and  being 
fat,  the  firft  thing  they  did  was  to  fend  for  the 
Buttery-Book.  Then  they  call'd  for  Mr.  Joyner 
and  Mr.  Allibone^  two  Roman  Catholicks,  whom 
they  entred  adual  Fellows  •,  all  Oaths  being  dif- 
pens'd  with,  befides  that  of  the  College.  That  done, 
the  Bifhop  of  Chefter  made  a  Speech  to  the  Fellows, 
wherein  he  told  them,  That  their  many  Contempts 
and  wilful  Difobedience  had  occafion'd  this  Viola- 
tion, which  would  end  at  laft  in  their  Ruin  :  That 
their  Society  had  been  long  exercis'd  in  the  Me- 
thods of  quarrelling  *,  had  always  been  troubled 
with  fa&ious  Spirits  and  tefty  Mutineers,  ever  fince 
the  Reftoration  of  the  late  King  :  That  they  had 
encourag'd  Quarrels  among  themfelves,  Quarrels 
between  themielves  and  Prefident,  Quarrels  at  length 
between  themielves  and  Vifitor  :  That  by  thefe 
Steps,  from  quarrelling  with  the  Prefident  and  Vi- 
fitor, they  had  at  laft  advane'd  to  the  higheft  pitch 
of  Infolence,  to  quarrel  with  their  Prince,  and  af- 
front his  Sacred  Majefty.  Then  he  endeavoured  to 
make  them  fenfible  of  their  irregular  Conduft,  and 
heinous  Offences,  from  their  firft  difobeying  the 
King's  Mandate,  to  that  day.  He  told  them,  They 
urg'd  the  Obfervance  of  their  Statutes,  of  which  they 
had  not  been  fo  conftant  Obfervers,  when  their  own 
Humour  prompted  them  to  a  Difpenfation  :  witnefs 
(faid  he)  that  of  being  ferv'd  per  Mafcdos  7  by  which 
great  Scandals  have  come  to  this  Society,  by  reafon  of 
Bailards.  His  Majefty  (added  he)  was  extremely 
amaz'd  that  his  Clemency  fhould  be  defpifed  0  but 
yet  to  your  Comfort  be  it  fpoken,  his  Patience 
and  Goodnefs  extend  as  far  as  your  Provocations 
can  :  But  if  you  (till  periift  in  your  Obftinacy, 
thofe  that  are  too  tali  to  ftand  and  too  ftubborn  to 
boid,  defervc  to  be  broken.    And  now  I  think  I  have 
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faid  enough  to  let  you  know,  that  the  Fig^ 
Leaves  you  have  fo  artificially  ftitch'd  toge- 
ther, are  not  fufficient  to  cover  your  Nakednefs. 
I  wiih  to  God  you  had  the  fame  Tendernefs  for 
your  Concern,  as  his  Majefty's  Commiffioners 
have  for  you.  But  if  you  will  perfift  to  oppofe 
the  Royal  Power  of  the  King,  we  who  are  come 
to  vindicate  the  Right  and  Honour  of  his  Majefty, 
refolve  to  difcharge  our  Confciences  and  Duties 
to-  God  and  the  King,  without  any  reiped  of 
Popularity  ',  that  is  but  the  Paradife  of  Fools,  and 
Scorn  of  wife  Men  :  and  therefore,  as  for  os,  we 
have  no  more  regard  to  Peoples  •diflike  than  what 
they  dream.  By  reafon  therefore  of  your  late 
hypocritical  Submiftion,  the  Commiffioners  have 
thought  fit  to  draw  up  an  Inftrument }  to  which 
if  you  (hall  immediately  fubicribe  before  we  leave 
the  Room,  we  (hail  leave  you  to  his  Majefty's 
Pardon  :  and  this  we  exped  from  you  a!!,  except 
Mr.Thomas , Smith  and  Mr.Charvock,  with  whofe  7 
Behaviour  the  King  is  fo  well  fatisfy'd,  that  he  ex- 
pects no  more  from  them. 

The  above-mention'd  Submiftion  being  read  to 
the  Fellows,  ail  (except  Dr.  Tho.  Smith  and  Mr. 
ChamocK)  refus'd  to  fign  it.  Mr.  Tompfon  being 
call'd  in  his  Turn,  alledg'd,  That  he  had  been  al- 
ways obedient  to  the  King  s  Commands  •,  that  hex 
was  not  concern'd  in  the  Eledion  of  Dr.  Hough  7 
that  he  voted  for  Mr.  Farmer,  and  was  ready  to 
fubmit  to  the  Biihop  of  Oxon :  and  fo  he  was  ex- 
cus'd. 

After  a  (hort  time,  all  who  refus'd  to  fign  the 
Submiflion,  being  Twenty-fix  in  number,  were 
call'd  in,  and  by  Sentence  of  their  Lordihips 
depriv'd  and  expell'd  from  their  Fellowftiips,  for 
their  Difobedience  to  his  Majefty's  Commands, 
and  obftinately  contemning  his  Royal  Authority. 
Againft  which  they  all  protefted,  declaring.  They 
wouid  ufe  all  juft  and  legal  Ways  of  being  re- 
liev'd. 
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Fellows  of 
Magda- 
len College 
made  inca- 
pable ofEc- 
ciefiaftical 
Preferment 
by  their 
Names, 
Dec.  10. 
1687. 


The  Sentence  ran  in  this  Form. 

By  his  Majcfiys  Commiffioners  for  Ecclefiaflical 
Caufes,  and  for  vifiting  the  Vniverfities,  and  all 
and  every  Cathedral  and  Collegiate  Churches^ 
Colleges,  Grammar  Schools,  and  other  the  like  In- 
corporations^ or  Foundations  and  Societies. 

Y/U"Hereas  we  thought  fit  by  our  Order  of 
the  22d  of  June  laft,  to  declare  and  ^de- 
cree,  That  the  pretended  Eledion  of  Mr.  John 
Hough,  now  Dr.  John  Hough,  to  the  Prefident- 
foip  of  St.  Mary-Magdalen-CoWtgz  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oxford^  was  void,  and  therefore  did 
amove  the  faid  Mr.  Hough  from  the  Place  of 
Prefident  of  the  faid  College  :  And  whereas  the 
Fellows  of  the  fame  were  likewife  convened  be- 
fore us  for  their  Difobedience  to,  and  Contempt 
of  his  Majefty's  Authority,  by  making  the  faid 
pretended  Ele&ion :  And  it  now  appearing  unto 
us,  that  the    faid  Dr.  John  Hough,  Dr.  Charles 
Aldvoorth,  Dr.  Henry   Fairfax,    Dr.  Alexander 
Pudfey,  Dr.  John  Smith,  Dr.  Thomas  Bayley,  Dr. 
Tho.  Stafford,  Mr.  Tho.Almont,  .Mr.  Mainvoaring 
Hammond,  Mr.  John  Roberts,  Mr.  Richard  Strick- 
land, Mr.  Henry  Dobfon,  Mr.  James  Bayley,  Mr. 
John  Davis,   Mr.  Francis  Bagfljaw,    Mr.  James 
Fayrer,  Mr.  Jofeph  Harwar,    Mr.  Thomas  Bate- 
man,  Mr.  George  Hunt,  Mt*~William  Craddock7 
Mr.  John  Gillman,    Mr.  George  Fulham,   Mr. 
Charles  Penyftone,  Mr.  Robert  Hyde,  Mr.  Edward 
Terbury,    Mr.  Henry  Holden,   and  Mr.  Stephen 
Weelks,   lately  Fellows  of  the  faid  College,  do 
perfift  in  their    Difobedience  and  Contempt: 
We  have  thought  fit,  upon  mature  Confidera- 
tion  of  the  Matter,  to  declare,  decree,  and  pro- 
nounce, that  the  faid  Dr.  John  Hough,  &<;.    and 
every  of  them,  fliall  be,    and  from  henceforth 
they  are  hereby   declared  and  adjudged  inca- 
pable of  receiving  or  being  admitted  into  the 
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c  ftme  \  and  all  Archbifliops,  Bifhops,  and  other 
c  Ecclefiaftical  Officers,  and  Minifters  within  the 
'  Realm  of  England,  are  hereby  requir'd  to  take 
1  notice  of  this  our  Sentence,  Order  and  Decree, 
*  and  to  yield  Obedience  thereto. 

Given  under  our  Seal,  the  loth  of  December, 
'     1687. 

This  Sentence  was  confirmed  by  a  Decree  on 
the  10th  of  December,  made  at  Whitehall  by  the 
Ecclefiaflical  Commiffioners  \  and  oilentaceoufly  fet 
forth  in  the  London-Gazette,  with  a  recital  of 
the  Fellows  Names,  declaring,  That  Dr.  Hough 
who  had  been  depriv'd  before,  and  the  faid  Twen- 
ty-fix Fellows,  fhould  be  incapable  of  receiving 
or  being  admitted  into  any  Ecclefiaflical  Dignity, 
Benefice,  or  Promotion ',  and  fuch  of  them  who 
were  not  yet  in  holy  Orders,  they  adjudg'd  inca- 
pable of  receiving  or  being  admitted  into  the 
fame. 

Thus  by  a  Sentence  of  an  illegal  Court  were  a 
Society  of  learned  and  worthy  Protefrants  turn'd 
out  of  their  Freeholds,  to  make  room  for  a  Po- 
pifh.  Seminary  }  and  thus  was  King  James  pre- 
vail'd  with,  by  his  evil  Minifters,  to  afTume  a 
Power  not  only  to  difpenfe  with  Laws,  but  with 
Oaths  alfo.  After  the  Expulfion  of  the  Fellows, 
they  went  on  in  their  Irregularities ;  Mr.  Charnock 
was  made  Vice-Prefident,  and  other  Roman  Ca- 
tholicks  preferr'd.  To  aeknowledg  the  King's 
Favour,  the  Bifhop  of  Oxford  publifh'd  a  Book, 
containing  Reafons  for  abrogating  the  Teft  and 
Penal  Laws :  And  his  Majefty  commanded  the 
Stationers  not  to  print  any  Anfwer  to  the 
fame. 

Some  Months  after  this,  one  thing  remarkable,  Demies 
and  which  was  tranfa&ed  not  long  before  Bifhop  expelfd 
Parker's  Death,   was  this:    His  Lordfhip  having  Magdalen 
firft  by  Cardies  endeavour'd  to  bring  the  Demies  College. 

H  2  of 


The   HISTORT  of 

of  Magdalen-College  to  comply  with  the  King's 
and  his  own  defigns,  by  offering  Fellowfhips  upon 
the  prefent  foot  to  them,  which  they  generally 
rejeded  \  he  wrote  at  length  to  Court,  That  he 
found  itfignifyd  little  that  they  had  crack' d  the  Lice 
(meaning  the  Fellows)  unlefs  they  alfo  deftroy'd 
the  Nits:  upon  which  he  foon  receiv'd  an  Order 
to  expel  the  Demies,  who,  as  I  have  been  informed, 
were  about  eighteen  in  all. 

Bifhop  Parker,  who  had  almoft  run  the  Circle 
of  Religion,  and  would,  it's  thought,  if  he  had 
liv'd  much  longer,  have  centred  in  Popery,  was 
now  by  an  irrefiftible  Power  call'd  to  give  an 
Account  of  his  Adions^  for  on  the  20th  of  March^ 
1687  8,  ne  departed  this  Life  in  the  Prefident's 
Lodgings  in  Alagdden-CoWege*  He  was  fucceeded 
in  his  See  by  Dr. Timothy  Hall\  but  in  his  PreG- 
dentllfip  by  Bonadventure  G  iff  or  a  a  Sorbon  Doftor, 
and  Secular  Prieft,  Bifhop  eled  of  *  Madaura,  in 
partibm  Infiddium\  who  being  inftalled  therein  by 
Proxy  on  the  31ft  of  the  fame  Month,  took  pof 
feflion  of  his  Seat  in  the  Chappel  and  Lodgings  be- 
longing to  him  as  Prefident,  on  the  15th  tfjune  fol- 
lowing. This  was  done  by  abfolute  Will  and  Plea- 
fure,  without  the  AiMance  of  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Commiflion  *,  which,  no  doubt,  if  its  help  had  been 
wanted,  was  grown  fo  pliable,  as  to  do  the  Work 
without  Hefiration, 

Both  the  Univerfitys  being  ftrangely  alarm'd  at 
the  haughty  and  violent  Proceedings  of  thisCorrr 
miffion,  there  was  another  matter,  that  in  fome 
time  came  on,  which  alarm'd  the  whole  Nation  \ 
for  now  it  might  truly  be  faid,  That  the  Church 
w<m  in  Danger  *,  and  that  was  the  Tryal  of  the 
Seven  Bifhops.    The  Declaration  of  Indulgence, 


0 
*  It's  a  common  Trall'ice  in  the  Church  of  Rome  t 

confe  crate  Bifhops  of  Places  filiate  in  Infidel  Country  s,  to 

keep  up  a  Claim  of  the  Vniverfality  of  its  See.     And  this 

Giffonl  wat  made  titular  Bifljep  of  Madaura,  an  antient 

City,  betwixt  Lambefa  and  Hippo,  in  Africa. 
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which  had  promis'd  to  protect  them  in  the  quiet 
and  full  Enjoiment  of  their  Rights,  without  Mo- 
leflation  or  Difturbance,  was  made  a  Trapan  not 
only"  to  deprive  them  of  their  PofTeffions,  but  Bijhops  re- 
even  their  L ives  too,  if  poffible.  In  order  to  which  qw'<t  tQ 
the  fli  ft  Declaration  being  reinforc'd  with  a  fecond  re^t th* 
Publication,  and  an  Order  of  the  King's  Council  Kin&  s. De' 
affix'd  to  it,  for  the  reading  of  it  at  the  ufual claratm- 
time  of  Divine  Service,  in  all  the  Churches  and 
Chappels  throughout   the  Kingdom  *,    Directions 
were  alfo  given    the  Bifhops  to  caufe  the  faid 
Declaration  to  be  fent  and  diftributed  thro  their 
feveral  and  refpe&ive  Dioceflts,   to  be  read  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Jefuit  Orleans,  without  citing  the  leaft  Au-  Father 
thority  for  it,  fays,  That  the  putting  the  Bifhops  °rl^ans, 
upon  reading  the  King's  Declaration,  was  origi-^^    *^ 
nally  the  Contrivance  of  the  Presbyterians,  or  ra-  '   .      X" 
ther  of  their  Parfons  \  who  thinking  to  make  their  q^s 0r  e 
Advantage  of  the  Controverfys  between  the  Courts  profem 
and  Church  of  England,  caus'd  fome  Roman  Ca-  CUftm  0f 
tholicks  to  infinuate  to  the  King,  that  the  better  the  Bijhops. 
to  bring  the  Parliament  to  grant  Liberty  of  Con- 
fcience,  he  fhould  oblige  the  Bifhops  to  publifh 
it  in  their  Churches. 

But  to  pafs  this  over,  the  Bifhops  well  knowing  Bijhops 
the  Confequence  of  reading  the  Declaration,  mtpetitim 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  with  fix  more  of  his^M 
Brethren,  moft  humbly  petition'd  the  King  againft  wading  the 
it,  as  being  a  Matter,  of  fo  great  Confequence Deciarafl' 
to  the  Nation,  both  in  Church  and  Srate,  that otu 
they  could  not  in  Prudence,  Honour  and  Confci- 
ence,  fo  far  make  themfelves  Party s  to  it,  as  the 
Diftribution  of  it  all  over  the  Nation. 

The  King  having  for  the  pre  fent  given  them  a 
rough  Anfwer:  Dr.  William  Sancrcft,  Archbifliop 
of  Canterbury,  Dr.  William  Lloyd,  Lord  Biihop  of 
St.  Afaph  ;  Dr.  Francis  Turner,  Lord  Bifhop  of 
Ely  ;  Dr.  John  Lake,  Lord  Biihop  of  Chichejier  ; 
Dr.  Thomas  Kenn,  Lord  Biihop  of  Bath  and  Wells  ; 
Dr.  Thomas  White,  Lord  Bishop  of  Peterborough ; 

and 
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and  Sir  Jonathan  Trelawny,  Lord  Bifliop  of  Brifiol*, 
were  by  a  Warrant  from  the  Council  committed 
to  the  Tower. 
Bijhops  The  Warrant  for  their  Lordftiips  Commitment 
Commit-  to  the  Tower  was  fign'd  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
merit  by  Jcfferys  *,  the  Lord  Prefident  ;  Henry,  Lord  Arm- 
whomfign-  del  of  Warder,  Lord  Privy-Seal  and  a  Papift; 
ed.  William  Marquefs  of  Powis,  a  Papift ',  John  Earl 

of  Mulgrave,  Lord  Chamberlain,  now  Duke  of 
Buckingham  -,  Theophilus  Earl  of  Huntington ',  Hen- 
ry Earl  of  Peterborough,  a  Papift  ;  Roger  Earl  of 
Cajllemain,  a  Papift  *,  Richard  Lord  Vifcount 
Trefion  ;  Henry  Lord  Dover,  a  Papift,  e£  c. 

The  next  thing  to  be  confider'd  was  the  man- 
ner how  they  fhould  try  thefe  Reverend  Fathers 
of  the  Church.    It  was  thought  by  fome  that  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Commiftion  was  the  propereft  way 
to  manage  them  •,  but  others,  and  particularly 
Manner  of  the  Chancellor,  as  'twas  then  given  out,  advifed  the 
the  Biftjops  King  to  prefer  an  Information  againft  them  at  the 
Tryal  re-  King's  Bench,  which  was  refolv'd  on.    So  that  this 
folv'd  on.  important  Affair  does  not  feem  fb  properly  to 
come  within  the  compafs  of  our  Hiftory :   but 
feeing   nothing    contributed   more   towards  the 
Diflblution  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  Commiftion  than 
the  Acquittal  of  thefe  Prelates,  we  take  the  freedom 
to  give  a  fuccind:  Account  here  of  their  TryaL 

Their  Lordftiips  being,  by  Habeas  Corpus  re- 
turnable immediate,  brought  from  the  Tower   to 
Peers  in    Weftminfier-Hall,    on   the   15th  of  Jane',    there 
Court  at     appear'd  at  that  time  thefe  following  Peers,  viz,* 

the  firft 
Appearance 

of  the  Bi-  Marquefs  ofHallifax,  Earl  of  Danby, 

flops,         Marquefs  of  Worcefler,  Earl  of  Radnor, 

June  15.   £arj  0f  Shrewsbury,  Earl  of  Nottingham, 

Earl  of  Kent,  Earl  of  Manchejier, 

Earl  of  Bedford,  Earl  of  Burlington, 

Earl  of  Dorfet,  Earl  of  Carli/Ie, 

Earl  of  Bullingbrook,  Ld  Vifcount  Falconbrigc, 

S  Lord 
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Lord  Grey  of  Ruthen,       Lord  Fanghan,  and  Earl 
Lord  Paget,  of  Carbery  in  Ireland. 

Lord  Chandois, 

The  Judges  upon  the  Bench  were,  fudges  to. 

Sir  Robert  Wright,  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  *v  the  BU 

Mr.  Juftice  Holloway,  •   *j  /^« 

Mr.  Juftice  Powell,  s  Judges. 

Mr.  Juftice  Allybone,  a  Papift,  J 

As  for  the  Council,  a  late  Author  fays  concern-  °M  m™" 
sng  fome  of  them,  that  there  was  as  ftrange  a  ^re  °f. 
mixture  at  the  Bar,  as  there  was  on  the  Bench :  ty  ^ 
Sir  Robert  Sawyer    the   late  Attorney-General,        "r" 
and    Mr.  Heneage  Finch,   now  Lord    Guernfty, 
late  Sollicitor-General,  who  had  been  lb  zealous  to 
find  my  Lord  Raffel,  Colonel  Sidney,  Mr.  Cornijh, 
&c.  guilty  of  High-Treafon,  and  for  Surrender 
of  Charters,  being  now  both  turnd  out,  were  as 
zealous  for  the  Acquittal  of  the  Bifliops ;  and  the 
new  Sollicitor-General,  Sir  William  Williams,  who 
of  a  moft  zealous  Profecutor  of  the  Abhorrers  of 
Petitioning  for  the  Sitting  of  a  Parliament  in  the 
Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  was  become  as  zealous 
for  finding  their  Mifdemeanor. 

But  to  proceed  :  There  were  five  Council  for  Council  fotr 
the  King  imploy'd  in  this  important  Caufe,  viz..    the  King. ' 

Sir  Thomas  Powis,  Attorney-General. 

Sir  William  Williams,  Sollicitor-General,  above- 

nam'd. 
Sir  Bartholomew  Shower,  Recorder  of  London. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Baldock,  and 
Mr.  Serjeant  Trinder. 

As  the  profecuted  Bifliops  were  Seven  in  Num- 
ber, their  Council  were  proportion'd  to  them,  and 
they  were  thefe  that  here  follow  : 

Sir  Robert  Sawyer,  late  Attorney. 
Mr*  Finch,  late  Sollicitor-General 

Sir 
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Sir  Francis  Temberton, 

Sir  Crefwell  Levinz,. 

Mr.  Pollexfen. 

Sir  George  Treby. 

Mr.  Somers,  now  Lord  Sowers. 

The  Bifliops  being  brought  into  the  King's- 
Bench-Court,  by  virtue  of  a  Habeas  Corpus  , 
the  Attorney  General,  Sir  Thomas  Powys,  mov'd 
their  Lordfnips  might  plead  to  an  Information 
againfl:  them:  But  the  Council  for  the  Bifliops 
rais'd  Objedions  againfl:  the  Legality  of  that 
Commitment  ?  firft,  that  the  Return  was  not 
good,  becaufe  it  ran  by  the  Lords  of  the  Council, 
and  not  in  Council,  as  it  ought  to  have  done  in 
Form  of  Law :  The  other  was,  that  the  BiQiops 
and  Peers  could  not  be  committed  for  a  Mifde- 
meanor. 

After  the  Council  on  both  fides  had  argu'd  on 
thefe  two  Points,  Mr.  Juftice  Powell  differ'd  from 
the  reft  of  the  judges,  affirming,  that  both  Points 
were  of  fuch  weight,  that  he  could  not  give  his 
Opinion,  till  he  had  confulted  the  Books  and 
Precedents  in  both  Cafes :  but  the  other  Three 
having  given  their  Opinions  that  the  Return  was 
good,  the  Debate  was  hotter  upon  the  other 
Point  ;  the  King's  Council  maintaining  that 
a  Peer  might  be  committed  for  fuch  a  Mifde- 
meanor  ;  they  argu'd  alfo  from  the  Information,  in 
which  were  the  Words  Vi  &Armis  contra  Pacem, 
Pen  and  Ink  in  writing  a  Petition,  being  taken 
for  Arms,  (as  in  Algernon  Sidneys  Cafe,  it  was 
faid,  that  fcribere  eft  agere)  therefore  the  Miftie- 
meanor  of  the  Bifliops  being  fuch,  as  would  have 
requir'd  Sureties  of  the  Peace,  the  Bifliops  Council 
were  over-rul'd,  and  the  Information  by  Vote  of 
three  of  the  Judges  was  read  \  which  was  for  form- 
ing, contriving  and  writing  a  certain  falfe,  fa&iuus, 
pernicious  and  feditious  Libel,  under  pretence  or 
a  Petition}  which  was  the  Petition  before-men- 
tion'd. 

The 
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The  Information  being  read,  the  Bifhops  Coun-  B'iflnps 
cil  defir'd  an  Imparlance }    which  the  Court,  af-  Council 
ter  a  long  Argument,  would  not  allow  of,  in  re-  ^efire  an 
gard  it  had  been  their  Pra&ice  not  to  grant  any  ImPar" 
for  twelve  Years  laft  paft  :  upon  which  the  Arch- lance' 
bifhop  put  in  a  Plea  in  writing  to  the  fame  Effect 
which  his  Council  had  pleaded,   but  that  being 
over-rurd  by  three  of  the  Judges  (  for  Mr.  Juftice 
Powell  (ided  all  along  with  the  Arguments  on  the 
Bilhops  fide)  both  his  Grace,  and  their  Lordlhips 
the  other  Bifhops  pleaded  all  feverally  to  the  In- 
formation *,  and  tlien  the  Court  having  taken  the 
Archbifhop's  Recognizance  in  200  /.  and  the  Bi- 
fhops in  100  /.  a-piece,  role  for  that  time. 

Within  a  Fortnight  after,  viz,.  June  29th,  the 
Bifhops  came  to  their  Tryal  at  the  Kings  Bench 
Bar,  where  the  following  Nobility  were  prefent. 


Marquefs  of  Hallifax, 
Marquels  of  Worcejler, 
Earl  of  Shrewsbury, 
Earl  of  Kent, 
Earl  of  Bedford, 
Earl  of  Pembroke, 
Earl  of  Dorfet, 
Earl  of  Bolingbrook, 
Earl  of  Manchefier, 
Earl  Rivers, 
Earl  of  Stamford, 
Earl  of  Carnarven, 
Earl  of  Chefterfield, 
Earl  of  Scarf  dale, 


Earl  of  Clarendon, 
Earl  of  Danby, 
Earl  of  Suffex, 
Earl  of  Radnor, 
Earl  of  Nottingham, 
Earl  of  Ahington. 
Lord  Vifc.  Falconberg, 
Lord  Newport, 
Lord  Paget, 
Lord  Chandois, 
Lord  Vaughan  Carbery, 
Lord  Lumley, 
Lord  Carteret, 
Lord  Ofulfton. 


Noblemen 
at  the  Bi- 
/hopsTryal9 
June  29. 


As  foon  as  the  Jury  were  fworn,   who  were 
thefe  *, 

Sir  Roger  Langley,  Bart.    Jeoffery  Nitingale,  Efq*, 


Sir  William  Hill,  Kt. 
Roger  Jennings,  Efq*, 
Thomas  Harriot,  Efqj 


William  Withers,  Efq*,     Blfljops 
William  Avery,  Efqj       Jury, 
Thomas  Aujlin,  Efqj 


I 
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Nicholas  Price,  Efq*,         Thomas  Done,  Efq*, 
Michael  Arnold,  Efqj       Richard  Shoreditch,  Efqj 

The  Information  was  read }  and  the  King's 
Council,  Sir  Thomas  Powis,  Sir  Will,  Williams,  &c. 
having  open'd  the  Matter,  proceeded  firfr.  to 
prove  the  King's  Declaration  therein  mention'd  } 
and  next  the  Petition  to  be  the  Archbiftiop's 
Hand-writing,  and  flgn'd  by  the  reft  of  the  Bi- 
fhops,  by  Mmilitude  of  Hands }  at  which  time  Sid- 
neys Cafe  was  ftrongly  urg'd  and  vigoroufly  op- 
pob'd  by  the  Bifhops  Council,  who  alfo  deny'd 
the  Writing  of  the  Petition  to  have  been  in  Mid- 
dlefexj  as  it  was  (aid  in  the  Information.  After 
which  it  was  ftrongly  argu'd,  whether  the  deliver- 
ing it  to  the  King  was  a  Publication  of  it}  to 
prove  which,  feveral  Courtiers,  and  particularly 
Wttneffes.  thc  Clerks  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Blaithwait,  Mr. 
Bridgman  and  Mr.  Mufgrave,  were  examin'd  as 
WitnefTes,  and  afterwards  the  Lord  Prefident. 
And  upon  the  whole,  the  Bifhops  Charge  was  for 
confpiring  to  diminill)  the  Royal  Authority,  and 
Regal  Prerogative  of  the  King:,  in  Profecution 
whereof  they  did  feditioufly  make  a  Libel  againft: 
the  King  under  pretence  of  a  Petition,  and  pub- 
lifh'd  the  fame  in  the  King's  Prefence. 

sir  T'nc-  And  t^lus  Sir  Thomas  Poxvis^  the  Attorney-Ge- 
m'as  Pow-  neral,  very  fophiftically  argu'd  as  to  the  point 
k's Pkad- ®l the  Petition's  being  a  Libel}  c  That  whether  a 
ing.  c  Libel  be  true  or  not,  as  to  the  Matter  of  Fad-, 

was  it  ever  yet  in  any  Court  of  Juftice  permit- 
ted to  be  made  a  Queftion,  whether  it  were  a 
Libel  or  no?  Or  whether  the  Party  fhould  be 
punilh'd  ?  And  therefore  he  wonder'd  to  hear 
thofe  Gentlemen  fay,  that  becaufe  it  was  not  a 
falfe  one,  therefore  it  was  not  a  Libel.  He  al- 
lowed the  moil  inferior  Per fon  might  petition 
the  King}  but  might  he  therefore  fuggeft  what 
he  pleas'd  in  his  Petition  ?  And  fhould  he  come 
and  tell  the  King  to  his  Face,  that  what  he  did 
was  illegal  ?  That  there  was  a  great  deal  of  dif- 
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ference  in  not  doing  a  thing  that  was  com- 
manded, if  one  was  of  the  Opinion  that  it 
was  unlawful,  and  coming  to  the. King  with  a 
Petition  highly  reflecting  upon  the  Government, 
and  with  fcandalous  Expreffions,  telling  him, 
Sir,  you  aft  illegally  j  you  require  of  us  that 
which  is  againft  Prudence,  Honour  or  Confci- 
ence,  as  the  Lords  the  Bifhops  were  pleas'd 
to  do  in  that  Petition  of  theirs. 3  :  That  there 
was  no  greater  proof  of  the  Influence  of  that 
Matter  than  the  Crowd  of  that  Day,  and  the  Ha- 
rangue that  had  been  made*,  that  it  was  apparent 
the  taking  the  Liberty  to  cancel  and  difpute  the 
King's  Power  and  Authority,  and  to  cenfure  his 
Aftions,  pofTeft  the  People  with  ftrange  Opinions, 
and  raifed  Difcontents  and  Jealoufies,  as  if  the  free 
Courfe  of  the  Law  were  reftrain'd ,  and  arbitrary 
Will  and  Pleafure  were  fet  up  indead  of  it.  He 
then  added,  That  if  the  Bifhops  had  given  them- 
felves  the  opportunity  of  Reading  the  Declaration 
ferioufly,  they  would  have  found  at  the  End  of  it, 
that  the  King  had  refolv'd  to  call  a  Parliament  in 
November :  '  And  might  not  the  Bifhops  have  ac- 
quiefc'd  under  their  Pafiive  Obedience,  till  the 
Parliament  met?  That  there  was  no  Precedent 
for  doing  this  out  of  Parliament.  He  then  com 
luded  very  arguraentatively,  c  that  the  Informa- 
tion was  laid  malicious  and  feditious,  because, 
faid  he,  if  the  thing  be  illegal,  the  Law  fays  it 
is  malicious/  The  Sollicitor-Generan^///^/^ 
barangu'd  the  Court  (if  poffible)  more  ridicu- 
Iouflyand  lefs  to  the  purpofe  than  Mr.  Attorney, 
for'  which  he  was  htfs'd  twice  by  the  People } 
upon  which  Mr.  Attorney  was  very  angry,  and 
faid,  c  This  is  very  fine  indeed  :,  I  hope  the  Court 
c  and  Jury  will  take  notice  of  this  Carriage. 

The  Difpenfing  Power  was  very  learnedly  con-  Difpenfing 
fated  by  the  Bifhops  Council,  who  brought  feveral  Power  con 
Records  and  Afts  of  Parliament  to  confirm  what/"^- 
they  faid  *0  farther,  That  the  delivery  of  the  Peti- 
tion was  Legal,  and  that  the  Bishops  werenofuch 
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ill  Perfons  as    the  King's  Council  reprelcnted 
them. 

fudges  y^g  ^or(j  chief  Juftice  Wright,  upon  fumming 
immin  «i!uP-  tbe  EvicJence>  was  of  Opinion,  the  Petition 
th^Evl-  was  a  ^el '  anc^  *"°  deliver'd  his  Judgment  upon 
dence.    '  it  to  the  Jury. 

Weight.  rt  r 

Holloway.  Mr.  Juftice  Holloway  was  of  Opinion  it  could 
be  no  Fault  to  deliver  a  Petition :  fo  that  unlefs 
the  Jury  were  (atisfy'd  that  there  were  an  ill  In- 
tention in  the  Delivery  of  it,  they  were  not  to 
find  the  Bifhops  guilty  *,  neither  indeed  did  he 
think  it  a  Libel  unlefs  the  Intention  was  ill. 

Fowell.  As  for  Mr.  Juftice  Powell,  he  declar'd  he  could 
not  fee  for  his  part  any  thing  of  Sedition,  or  any 
other  Crime  fix'd  upon  thofe  Reverend  Fathers  the 
Bifhops,  and  deny'd  there  was  any  fuch  thing  as 
a  Difpenfing  Power  in  the  King  •,  which,  if  it 
were  once  allow'd  of,  there  would  be  no  need  of 
Parliaments,  fmce  all  the  Legiflature  would  be  in 
the  King :  which  he  recommended  to  the  Confide- 
ration  of  the  Jury. 

Allibone.  The  Popifh  Judge  Allihone^  who  had  no  more 
right  to  fit  upon  that  Bench,  than  the  Pope  him- 
felf}  {training  the  Point  to  all  the  height  he 
could,  would  have  the  Jury  believe,  that  all  man- 
ner of  Petitioning  to  the  King,  in  contradidion 
to  his  Government,  unlefs  it  were  by  the  Lords 
and  Commons  afTembled  in  Parliament,  was  fedi- 
tious :  but  urging  his  Memoirs  too  far,  he  was 
taken  up  by  Juftice  Powell  for  Mfquotation, 
and  the  Sollicitor  convifted'  him  of  a  manifeft 
Error. 

Thus  after  a  full  Hearing  on  both  Sides,  and 
the  Opinion  of  the  Judges  given,  the  Court  rofe. 
The  Jury  fitting  up  all  Night,  the  next  Morning 
the  Bifhops  being  in  Court,  brought  them  all  in 
not  Gmlty  \  which  was  a  Verdid  fo  pleafmg  to  the 

i  Peo- 
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People,  that  it  filled  Weft  minfter- Hall  with  Ac- 
clamations,tbe  Camp  ixHowflow  with  loud  Shouts, 
and  all  the  Land  with  excefs  of  Joy,  for  their 
Lord  (hips  Deliverance.      ; 

The  Nation  now  began  to  be  in  a  high  Fer- 
ment :  during  which,  the  Ecclefiaftical  Commiffi- 
on, which  for  fbme  Months  lay  dormant,  made 
its  Exit.    For  on  the  3d  of  OBober,  the  Arch-  B[fl>ops  ad~ 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,   with  eight  Biihops  more,^e  f^e 
having  thought  fit  to  wait  upon  the  King  with  Km&tQ<™~ 
their  humble  Advice  in  ten  Propofitions  •,  in  the^y^.^*' 
fecond  of  them  defir'd,  he  would  be  gracioufly  CQ^^cLn 
pleafed  to  annul  his  Commiffion  for  Ecclefiaftical         ** 
Affairs  \  and  that  no  fuch  Court  as  that  Commiffion 
let  up,  mould  be  ereded  for  the  future.    And  ha- 
ving at  the  fame  time,  in  another  Article,  pray'd 
that  no  Difpenfation  might  be  granted  or  conti- 
nued }  and  particularly,  that  he  would  reftore  the 
Prefident  and  Fellows  of  Magdalen- College  in 
Oxford :  he  gave  Orders  two  days  after  to  dif-  Ecclefiaflu 
(blve    the  Ecclefiaftical  Commiffion  *,   and  on  thecalcommif- 
1 2th  of  the  fame  Month,  that  the  Fellows  of  Mag-flon  ■**. 
dalen  College  mould  be  reftor'd  to  their  Proper-  "***• 
ties  again  *,  and  the  Bifliop  of  Winchefter,  Vifitor 
of  the  faid  College,  was  to  fee  the  regular  Settle- 
ment thereof.    Which  was  done  foon  after,  by 
reinftating  Dr.  Hough  Prefident,  and  the  Fellows 
in  their  refpe&ive  Places. 

There  was  written   in  the  Year  1688,  a  little 
before  the  Revolution,  and  publihYd  by  Autho- 
rity, A  Vindication  of  the  Proceedings  of  his  Ma-  Vindication 
jefty's  Ecclefiaftial  Commiffioners  again (t  the  Biftjop  of0f  t^e  gc. 
London,    and  the  Fellows    of  Magdalen-CW/eg?.  defiaftical 
Wherein  the  Author  in  the  firft  SeSion  pretends  Commiffion. 
to  prove  the  Legality  of  the  Court  •,  fairly  to  ftate 
and  examine  the  Bifhop  of  London's  Cafe,  in  the 
fecond.    He  comes  in  the  third  to  give  an  Account 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commiffioners  for  vifi- 
ting  of  Magdalen-  Col  lege  :  and  the  Points  to  be 
difcufTed,  he  reduces  to  thefetwo*,    1.  Whether 
the  King  by  his  Prerogative  might  not  difpenfe 

with 
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with   the  College-Statutes?    2.  Whether  when 
there   was  a  Difpenfation  granted,   the  Fellows 
were  by  their  Oath  oblig'd  to  ad  according  to 
thofe  very  Statutes  that  were  difpens'd  with  ?  Very 
little  need  be  faid  in  Anfwer  to  this,  feeing  'tis 
now  the  general  Confent,  that  the  very  Founda- 
tion was  wrong,  viz.  The  Commiffion  it  felf  il- 
legal. 
Illegality       However,  let  us  obferve,  that  King  Henry  VIIL 
oftheEc-  by  virtue  of  a  full  Supremacy,    was  enabled  not 
tlefiaftkal  only  to  delegate  Commiflioners,  but  to  appoint  a 
Commiffion  Vicar-General  to  ad  in  Ecclefiaftical  Caufes,  after 
jet  forth.    a  manner  too  abfolute  for  any  Prince  j  and  by 
virtue   of  a  Branch  of  an   Ad:  in    1  Eliz.  that 
Queen    was  impower'd  to   exercife   the  Eccle- 
fiaftical Supremacy,  and  did  fet  up  a  High  Com* 
million   Court  to  reftrain  the  Growth  of    Po- 
pery,  and  to  (upport  the  Eftablifh'd  Church  of 
England. 

Now  becaufe  the  Commiffioners  had  proceeded 
in  fuch  Cafes  with  too  much  Seventy,  and,  as 
commonly  thought,  with  too  much  Arbitrary 
Power }  therefore  there  was  another  Ad,  17  Car  A. 
Chap.  '2.  for  repeal  of  the  Branch  of  a  Statute, 
1  Eliz.  concerning  Commiflioners  for  Caufes  Ec- 
clefiaftical, enading,  That  the  faid  Claufe  em- 
powering the  Queen  to  commiffion  any  Perfons 
to  exercife  Ecclefiaftical  Jurildidion,  &c.  (hall 
be  made  void  for  ever  \  and  that  no  new  Court 
(hall  be  ereded  with  the  like  Power,  Jurifdidion 
or  Authority,  as  the  faid  Commi  (lion-Court  hath, 
or  pretendeth  to  have. 

The  High  Commiffion  Court  being  thus  put 
down,  fome  Papifts  and  fome  DifTenters  would 
have  deny'd  that  there  was  any  Power  remaining 
in  the  Church  }  and  did  pretend,  that  all  manner 
of  Coercive  Jurifdidion  was  taken  from  the  Arch- 
bifhops  and  Bifhops,  and  other  Ordinaries.  To 
obviate  this  Objedion,  there  was  another  Law 
made,  13  Car,  II.  chap.  12.  mtiti'd,  An  Alb  for 
Explanation  of  a  Claufe  contained   in  an  AEb  of 

Parliament 
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Parliament  made  the  ijth  Tear  of  the  late  King 
Charles,  &c.  reciting,  That  upon  the  faid  Statute 
of  17  Charles  I.  fome  Doubt  had  been  made,  that 
all  ordinary  Coercion  and  Proceedings  in  Caufes 
Ecclefiaftical  were  taken  away,  whereby  the  or- 
dinary Courfe  of  Juftice,  in  Caufes  Ecclefiaftical, 
had  been  obftruded.  It  was  therefore  enaded, 
That  neither  the  faid  AEt^  nor  any  thing  therein 
contained,  doth,  or  /hall  take  away  any  ordinary 
Power  or  Authority  from  any  of  the  faid  Arch- 
biflwps,    Bifiops,    or   any  opher  Perfon  or  Per f on  $ 

named,  as  aforefaid,  — And  further  enaded, 

That  the  fore-recited  AH  0/decimo  feptimo  Carols 
and  all  the  Matters  and  Claufes  therein  contained, 
(excepting  what  concerns  the  High  Commiffion  Court, 
or  the  eretbion  of  fome  fuch  like  new  Court  by  Com' 
mifflon)  ft) all  be^  and  is  hereby  repealed, •  Pro- 
vided always^  that  neither  this  Atl,  nor  any  thing 
therein  contained,  flail  extend  to  be  confirued  to 
revive  or  give  force  to  the  faid  Branch  of  the  faid 
Statute,  wade  in  I  Eliz.  and  mentioned  in  the  Ac~b 
17  Car.  I.  but  that  the  faid  Branch  of  the  [aid  Sta- 
tute 1  Eliz.  flail  /land  and  be  repealed  in  fuch 
fort  as  if  this  Att  had  never  been  made. 

This  Ad,  13  Car,  II.  was  now  interpreted  to 
reftore  to  the  Crown  a  Power  of  ereding  a  High 
Commiffion  Court,  tho  with  lefs  Power  of  fining, 
imprifoning,  &c,  but  it  had  been  formerly  thought 
to  extinguilh  all  fuch  extraordinary  Courts,  and 
therefore  none  fuch  had  been  ereded  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  II.  So  that  the  very  granting  of 
this  new  Commiffion  was  by  many  of  the  beffc 
Lawyers  thought  illegal  *,  and  the  very  Creatures 
of*  the  Court  feem'd  to  be  conlcious  of  it :  for  tho 
it  was  granted  in  the  beginning  of  April,  yet  it 
was  not  open'd  till  the  beginning  of  Auguft  follow- 
ing. And  then  it  was  thought  ftrange,  that  the 
Power  of  Excommunication,  which  is  a  pure  fpi- 
ritual  Ad,  fliould  be  granted  to  meer  Laymen  *, 
for  the  Quorum  in  the  Commiffion  were  the  Chan- 
cellor, and  any  other  two  Pcrfom. 

Is 
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Is  it  not  very  furprizing,  after  all  this,  that  in 
a  Debate  in  the  laft  Reign,  touching  the  Depri- 
vation of  the  Simoniacal  Biftiop  of  St.  Davids^ 
forae  noble  Lords  fhould  make  a  large  advance  to- 
wards fhewing  the  Neceffity  of  fuch  an  Ecclefiajli- 
cat  Commiffion,  and  would  not  allow  but  that  there 
muft  be  a  failure  of  Juftice  without  it  ?  But  I  will 
not  fay  that  they  were  any  of  thofe  who  had  a&ed 
in  this. 

Having  faid  thus  much  concerning  the  Illega- 
lity of  this  Commiffion,  it  will  not  be  improper 
to  add  the  Sentiments  of  the  Prince  of  Orange 
concerning  it,  in  the  7th  Article  of  his  Declara- 
tion from  the  Hague,  on  the  10th  of  Oftob.16%%. 
in  thefe  Words. 

c  In  order  to  Ecclefiaftical  Dignities  and  Offi- 
ces, they  have  not  only  without  any  colour  of 
Law,  but  againft  molt,  exprefs  Laws  to  the  con- 
trary, fet  up  a  Commiffion,  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  Perfons,  to  whom  they  committed  the 
Cognifance  and  Direction  of  all  Ecclefiaftical 
Matters :  in  the  which  Commiffion  there  has 
been,  and  flill  is,  one  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters 
of  State,  who  makes  now  publick  Profeffion  of 
the  Popifh  Religion  \  and  who  at  the  time  of 
his  flrft  profeiling  it,  declar'd,  that  for  a  great 
while  before  he  had  believ'd  that  to  be  the  only 
true  Religion.  By  all  this,  the  deplorable  State 
to  which  the  Proteftant  Religion  is  reduc'd,  is 
apparent,  fince  the  Affairs  of  the  Church  of 
England  are  now  put  into  the  Hands  of  Perfons 
who  have  accepted  of  a  Commiffion  that  is 
manifeiily  illegal,  and  who  have  executed  it 
contrary  to  all  Law :  and  that  now  one  of  their 
chief  Members  has  abjur'd  the  Proteftant  Reli- 
gion, and  declares  himfelf  a  Papift  *,  by  which 
he  is  become  uncapable  of  holding  any  publick 
Employment.  The  faid  Commiffioners  have  hi- 
therto given  fuch  Proof  of  their  Submilfion  to 
the  Directions  given  them,  that  there  is  no  rea- 
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Ton  to  doubt  but  they  will  ftill  continue  to  pro- 
mote all  fuch  Defigns  as  will  be  mod  agreeable 
to  them.     And  thofe  evil  Counfellors  take  care 
to  raife  none  to  any  Ecclefiaftical  Dignitys,  but 
Perfons  who  have  no  Zeal  for  the  Proteftant 
Religion,  and  that  hide  their  unconcernednefs 
for  it,  under  the  fpecious  Pretence  of  Modera- 
tion.   The  faid  Commiftioners  have  fufpended 
the  Bifhop  of  London,  only  becaufe  he  refus'd 
to  obey  an  Order  that  was  fent  him  to  fufpend 
a  worthy  Divine,  without  fo  much  as  citing  him 
before  him  to  make  his  own  Defence,  or  ohfer- 
ving  the  common  Forms  of  Procefs.    They  have 
turn'd  out  a  Prefident  chofen  by  the  Fellows  of 
Magdalen-College,  and  afterwards  all  the  Fel- 
lows of  that  College,  without  fo  much  as  citing 
them  before  any  Court  that  could  take  legal 
Cognifance  of  that  Affair,  or  obtaining  any  Sen- 
tence againfl;  them  by  a  competent Judg :  and  the 
only  reafon  that  was  given  for  turning  them  out, 
was,  their  refufing  to  chufe  for  their  Prefident  a 
Perfon  that  was  recommended  to  them  by  the 
Inftigation  of  thofe  Evil  Counfellors,   tho  the 
Right  of  a  free  Election  belong'd  undoubtedly 
to  them  *,   but   they  were  turn'd  out  of  their 
Free-holds,  contrary  to  Law,   and  to  that  ex- 
prefs  Provifion  in    the  Magna-Charta,  That  no 
Man  /hall  lofe  Life  or   Goods,  but    by  the  Law 
of  the  Land.    And  now  thefe  evil  Counfellors 
have  put  the  faid  College  wholly  into  the  Hands 
of  Papifts,  tho,  as  is  abovefaid,  they  are  inca- 
pable of  all  fuch  Employments  both  by  the  Law 
of  the  Land,  and  the  Statutes  of  the  College. 
Thefe  Commiffioners  have  alfo  cited  before  them 
all  the  Chancellors  and  Archdeacons  of  England, 
requiring  them  to  certify  to  them  the  Names  of 
all  fuch  Clergymen  as  have  read  the  King's  Decla- 
ration for  Liberty  of  Confcience,  and  of  ail  fuch 
as  have  not  read  it  *,  without  confidering,  that 
c  the  reading  thereof  was  not  enjoin'd  the  Clergy 
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by  the  Rifliops,  who  are  tbeir  Ordinaries.    The 
Illegality  and  Incompetency  of  the  faid  Court  of 
the  Ecclefiafikal  Ccmmiffioners  was  (b  notoriously 
known,  and  it  did  (o  evidently  appear  that  it 
tended  to  the  Subverfion  of  the  Proteftant  Reli- 
gion, that  the  moil  Reverend  Father  in  God, 
William  Archbidiop  of  Canterbury^  Primate  and 
Metropolitan  of  all  England^  feeing  that  it  was 
rais'd  for  no  other  end  but  to  opprefs  fuch  Per- 
fons    as  were   of   eminent  Virtue,    Learning, 
and  Piety,  refus'd  to  fir,  or  to  concur  in  it. 
The  next   and  laii  Shock,   or  rather  mortal 
Blow  given  the  Ecckfiafiical  Commiffion^  and  all 
the  Irregularities  of  this  Reign,  was  by  the  Lords 
and  Commons  Declaration  of  Right }  the  Words 
whereof,  as  to  the  Commiffion,  are  thefe. 

c  That  the  Commiffion  for  erecting  the  late 
fc  Court  of  Commiffioners  for  Ecclefiafikal  Caufes, 
4  and  all  other  Commiffions  and  Courts  of  the 
c  like  nature,  are  illegal  and  pernicious.' 

It  cannot  be  thought  improper  to  hint  here, 
that  it  was  enter'd  in  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  Feb.  i.  1688-9.  That  the  unanimous 
Thanks  of  that  Houfe  were  then  given,  Nemine 
Contradicente^  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  of 
England^  for  the  great  Services  they  had  done 
their  Religion  and  Country,  by  the  Oppofition 
they  had  made  to  the  Execution  of  the  Ecdefiafti- 
cal  Commiffion,  and  their  refufing  to  read  the  King's 
Declaration  for  a  Toleration,  which  was  then 
founded  upon  the  Difpenfing  Power. 

No  body,  I  pre  fume,  will  fuppofe  the  Bifhops 
who  a&ed  in  that  Commiffion,  were  included  in 
this  Vote.  Tis  indeed  alledg'd,  in  favour  of  one  of 
them,  That  he  renounced  that  Commiffion  in  his 
printed  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Dorfet,  which  yet 
is  own 'd  to  be  written  only  for  a  mitigation  of 
bis  Offence,  and  not  to  juftify  his  fitting  in  that 
Court.  This  is  acknowledge  to  be  true  :  but  this 
Letter  was  wrote,  as  fome  affirm'd,  after  the  Re- 
volution, 
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volution,  when  the  Mifchief  was  over,   and  the 
Commifllon  no  more  in  being. 

Some  again  were  fo  ill-natur'd  at  this  time  as 
to  call  ,to  mind  a  Pindarick  Ode,  writ  by  the  Bi- 
ihop  on  the  happy  Memory  of  Oliver  Cromwell 
Protector,  and  dedicated  to  Dr.  WdMns  then 
Warden  of  Wadham,  wherein  he  gave  that  Ufur- 
per  the  Title  of  Prince  :  The  Ode  began  thus. 

yTls  true,  Great  Name,  thou,  art  fecure 

From  the  Forge tfulnefs  and  Rage 

Of  Deaths  or  Envy,  or  devouring  Age, 

Thou  canft  the  force  of  Teeth  and  Time  endure*^ 

Thy  Fame,  like  Men,  the  older  it  doth  grow, 

Will  of  it  felf  turn  whiter  too, 

Without  what  needle fs  Art  can  do,  &c. 

As  for  his  Collegue  die  B of  D — — ,  **•  &•" 

fo  famous  for  Pro-  ffij^s,  'tis  mod  certain  he  ^Ya/rf  ■  Cycmj 
fhew'd  fome  Difguft  againft  the  Comnriifiion,  when 
it  was  juft  upon  expiring  :  and  who  can  qu^ftion 
bis  Lordmip's  great  Affedion  for  the  Church, 
fince  he  fo  lately  fignaliz'd  himfelf  in  the  Cafe  of 
the  Dodor?  I  fhall  conclude  this  Hiftory  with 
a  fliort  Account  of  the  Lives  and  Charaders  of 
thofe  who  are  dead,  and  had  aded  in  the  Fccle- 
fiajiical  CommijJion%  Let  us  begin  with  the  Chan- 
cellor, the  Mouth  of  them  all. 

The  Lord  Jeffreys  was  born  in  the  County  of  Lonj 
Denbigh  in  North-Wales  •  and  if  you  will  believe  Jeffrey?* 
a  Welch  Pedigree,  was  paternally  defcended  from 
Tudor  Trevor,  Earl  of 'Hereford,  From  a  Weftmin- 
fler  Scholar,  without  any  Advantage  of  Academical 
Learning,  he  became  a  Student  in  the  Inner-Tem- 
ple, in  an  obfcure  Apanmenc  \  his  Allowance  be- 
ing fo  very  fcanty  from  a  penuri •>us  Father,  tha£ 
he  frequently  made  very  mean  S '"lifts  to  fupporc 
himfelf.  His  firft  Appearance  at  the  Bar  was  in 
1666,  the  Sicknefs-Year,  at  King/Ion  -Affixes :   to 
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which,  (bme  (aid,  he  was  never  regularly  called. 
Then  he  fets  up  for  a  Fortune-hunter  °7  but  his 
Love-Intrigue  with  the  only  Daughter  of  a  Citi- 
zen, worth  30000  /.  being  unluckily  detected,  he 
then  took  up  with  her  Confident  and  Companion, 
a  Parlbn's  Daughter,  with  a  Pittance  of  300  /. 
which,  'tis  faid,  enabl'd  him  to  buy  a  poor  Place 
in  Whitechappel-Court.  After  her  deceafe,  he  re- 
marry'd  the  Widow  Jones  of  Furwien  in  Glamor- 
ganjlrire-,  a  Daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Bloodworth, 
and  an  Acquaintance  of  Charles  II.  King  of  Eng- 
land, who  recommended  her  to  him.  In  gratitude 
for  which,  as  well  as  from  a  natural  Inclination  to 
Tyranny,  he  fhew'd  a  wonderful  Complacency 
towards  the  Court,  in  the  Defigns  then  on  foot  to 
deilroy  the  Liberties  of  England  \  for  which  he 
was  fir  ft  made  a  Judg  in  his  own  Country,  thence 
promoted  to  be  Chief  Juftice  of  Chefier.  He  was 
made  a  Serjeant  at  Law  in  168 1.  and  being  by 
the  Intereft  of  bis  Name-fake,  Alderman  Jeffreys, 
cho fen  Recorder  of  London,  he  was  for  his  Activi- 
ty againft  thofe  who  petition'd  for  the  fitting  of 
the  Parliament,  pretty  well  manag'd  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  who  addreft  to  have  him  remov'd 
from  all  publick  Employments^  and  there  was  an 
Order  of  the  Houfe,  That  the  City- Members  Jhould 
communicate  this  Vote  to  the  Court  of  Aldermen  : 
who  prefently  difcarded  him  of  his  Recorderfliip 
with  contempt.  In  revenge  of  which,  he  advis'd 
bis  Mailer  to  bring  a  Qj/o  Warranto  againft  the 
City.  And  being  now  advanc'd  to  be  Lord  Chief. 
Juftice  of  the  Kings- Bench,  he  there  aded  the 
Tyrant  in  perfection  :  and  as  he  had  an  excellent 
Talent  at  BiJlingfgafe9  his  own  dear  Royal  Mafter 
King  Charles  could  not  forbear  giving  him  the 
Character  of  having  more  Impudence  than  ten 
carted  Whore?.  This  was  the  Dr  awe  an  fir  of  Weft- 
mivfitr'tlill,  v- ho  when  no. body  elfe  would  ven- 
t'un  mined  the  Popilh  Lords  in  the  Tower 
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committed  by  the  Lords.    Great  was  his  Compaf- 
fion  and  Humanity,    and   many  were  the  noble 
Stratagems  he  us'd  towards  the  Wretches  in  the 
IWeft.    And  fo  upright  and  difinterefted  a  Judg 
was  he,  that  he  took  no  more  than  14500  /.  to 
fave  Mr.  Trideaux\  Life,  who  was  not  actually 
in  the  Rebellion  :  before  which  he  was  made  Baron 
of  Wem.   And  now,  for  the  many  human  Sacrifices 
he  had  lately  offer 'd,  his  Mafter  King  James  could 
do  no  lefs  than  gratify  his  Ambition  with  the 
Chancellorship,  and  the  Cuftody  of  his  Confci- 
ence  •,  who  between  them  making  no  Conlcience 
of  invading  the  Religion  and  Liberties  of  Eng- 
land^ the  latter  were  in  the  end  too  hard  for  them: 
And  having  forced  the  Mafter  to  abdicate,    the 
Chancellor  was  all  on  a  fudden  transform'd  into  a 
Wapping-Tzx  ',  in  which  Difguife  he  was  taken  and 
committed  to  the  Tower,  where  he  fell  to  drink- 
ing Brandy  as  his  only  Comfort.    Which  yet  be- 
ing not  potent  enough  to  fupport  his  finking  Spi- 
rits, was  however  ftrong  enough  to  fupprefs  them ;  Dies  in  the 
and  he  died  there  the  18th  of  April,  1689.    And,Tower. 
as  if  his  large  acquir'd  Fortune  had  been  blafted 
by  Fate,  it  was  quickly  Moth-eaten,   and  fcarce 
any  of  it,  a  dozen  years  after,  left  in  his  Fa- 
mily. 

The  Enemies  of  this  noble  Lord  characterize  ZW  Pre- 
him  thus :  That  he  was  cutout  by  Nature  for  zfident. 
Politician,  he  being  endow'd  with  a  ready  pene- 
trating Wit,  and  extended  Forecaft,  and  fedate 
Spleen  ;  a  nice  Obferver  as  well  as  a  fubtle  Flat- 
'terer  of  the  Failings  and  WeaknefTes  of  Princes, 
two  Qualities  that  were  to  gain  and  keep  an  Ai- 
cendant  over  them.  Then  they  launched  our,  yet 
without  afTerting  any  thing  pofitivelv,  into  Accu- 
fations  of  his  Unfaithfulnels  to  King  James.  In 
oppofition  to  which  Charges-,  his  Friends  afTerted, 
the  Earl  had  from  the  beginning  faithfully  ferv'd 
King  James,  as  became  a  Proteftant  Subject  ;  that 
he  oppofed  the  King's  afTuming  a  difpenfmg  Power ; 

that 
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that  tho  he  a&ed  in  the  *  Ecclefiaflkal  Commlffion^ 
yet  for  a  good  while  he  defended  Magdalen-CoV 
lege  \  that  he  was  againft  difTolving  the  Parlia- 
ment ;  that  he  fo  openly  oppos'd  the  Profecution 
of  the  Bilhops,  that  he  expos'd  himfelf  to  the  Fu- 
ry of  the  Popifh  Party  *,  and  that  tho  he  pre- 
tended to  turn  Roman  Catholick,  to  prevent  hrs 
immediate  Ruin,  yet  he  ftill  continu'd  to  be  the 
Objed  of  their  Hatred  ,  that  there  were  no  Proofs 
of  his  entertaining  any  private  or  treafonable  Cor- 
refpondences  with  the  King's  Enemies^  that  his 
introducing  of  Father  Peters  into  the  Council, 
was  only  a  prudential  and  allowable  piece  of  Po- 
licy, to  bring  upon  the  Jefuits  all  the  Odium  of 
the  People,  for  the  irregular  Conduct  of  the 
Court  *,  that  the  Prince  of  Oranges  Undertakings 
againft  a  King  that  had  fo  powerful  a  Force  both 
by  Sea  and  Land,  feem'd  fo  extraordinary,  not 
to  fay  extravagant,  to  every  body,  that  not  know- 
ing how  to  give  credit  to  it,  he  did  not  think 
himfeif  oblig'd  to  lay  any  Weight  upon  Mr.  Skel- 
tons  Informations ,  and  that  upon  the  News  of  the 
Prince's  Coming,  he  advis'd  the  King  to  call  a  free 
Parliament,  and  to  depend  upon  that,  rather  than 
upon  anv  foreign  Affiitance,  which  was  not  only 
unnecefTary,  but  alfo  moft  dangerous.  People 
may  judge  of  thefe  things  as  they  pleafe,  this  is 

*  Then  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court  (fays  he  in  his  Letter 
of  March  27.  1689.)  was  fet  up  •,  in  which  there  being 
fo  many  confiderable  Men  of  fever  al  kinds,  I  coiCd  have  but 
(i  fma.il part :  and  that  after  Lawyers  had  told  the  King  it 
was  Legale  and  nothing  like  the  High  CommifTion  Court, 
I  can  mosl  truly  fay,  and  it  is  well  known,  that  for  a  good 
while  I  defended  Magdakn-Coi/ege  purely  by  Care  and  In- 
duflry  ;  and  have  hundreds  of  times  begd  oj  the  King  never 
to  grant  Mandates,  or  to  change  anything  in  the  regular 
courfe  of  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs;  which  he  often  thought 
reasonable  ;  dh'd  then  by  perpetual  Importunities  was  pre- 
vailed 1  pon  agdhfil  his  own  Senfe :  which  was  the  very 
cafe  of  MagdaJen-Cj/fc^,  as  of  fonts  others, 

certain, 
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certain,  that  his  Lord  (hip  had  a  better  Fate  than 
moil  of  his  Fellow-Commiffioners.  He  died  in  Fa- 
vour with  his  Prince,  in  his  Native  Country,  and 
at  his  own  Houfe  in  North  amptonjfnre,  on  the  28th 
day  of  August,  1702.  whereas  the  others,  who 
are  already  dead,  made  their  Exits,  at  they  de- 
ferv'd,  either  in  Prifbns,  Exile,  or  the  utmoft  Neg- 
lect and  Difcontent. 

Theopbilm  Earl  of  Huntington,  was  another  oiEarl  of 
thefe  Commiffioners  for    Ecclefiaftical    Affairs  ^  Hunting- 
wherein  he  had  as  little  Knowledg  as  fome  ofton* 
them  had   Honefty.    However,    being  a   Privy- 
Counfellor,   Captain  of  the  Band  of  Penfioners, 
and   Colonel  of  a  Regiment   of  Foot,   he   was 
thought  to  be  fufficiently  qualify 'd  for  this  impor- 
tant Work  ',  in  which  he  had  a  fhare  as  long  as 
she  Commiftion  lafted  :  and  being  upon  the  Land- 
ing of  the  Prince  of  Orange  with  his  Regiment  in 
Plymouth,  the  Earl  of  Bath  and  his  own  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  and  Kinfman  Ferdinando  Hajlings, 
found  it  no  very  difficult  Task  to  impofe  upon  his 
Under/landing,  and  to  fecure  his  Perfon,  as  they 
did  the  Place   for  the  Prince.    He  continu'd  a 
Malecontent  ever  after,  and  was  To  far  from  com-  ^iesa  7 
plying  with  the  Proteftant  Reign  which  follow'd, Nm'3Hw* 
that  the  noble  Lord  Haflings,  his  Son,   felt  the 
fevere  Effeds   of  it,  for  the  contrary  Paces  he 
made,  till  reliev'd  by  the  Death  of  his  penurious 
and  perverfe  Father,   which  happen'd  in  April, 

l/Ql. 

Another  of  thefe  Ecclefiaftical  Commiffioners  Bijhop  of 
was  Thomas  Cartwright  Bifhop  of  Chefter,  a  Na.  Chefter. 
tive  of  the  antient  Borough  of  Northampton,  Pu- 
ritanically bred j  was  firft  a  Student  in  Magdalen- 
Hall,  Oxon,  then  mov'd  to  Queens-College ',  and  be- 
coming Vicar  oiWalthamfiow  in  Effex,  in  the  times 
of  Ufurpation,  was  a  very  confident  and  forward 
Preacher  for  the  Caufe  then  in  being ',  but  upon 
the  King's  Restoration,  fet  up  for  Loyalty  as  much 

as 
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as  any  Cavalier  of  them  all,  was  made  Domeftick- 
Chaplain  to  Henry  Duke  of  Glocefier?  procur'd 
himfelf  to  be  actually  created  D.  D.  tho  not  of 
full  ftanding  *,  and  after  having  obtain'd  other 
Preferments,  and  particularly  theDeanary  of  Rip- 
port,  in  1675.  he  Put  &j  before  his  Seniors,  for  a 
Bifhoprick,  efpecially  for  that  of  St.  Davids  j  but 
to  his  great  Difappointment  was  put  afide  by  Dr. 
Womach  However,  having  at  length  obtain'd  the 
Biflioprick  of  Chefter  upon  the  Death  of  the  moft 
learned  Dr.  John  Pearfon?  in  1686,  and  kept  his 
Vicaridg  of  Barking,  and  the  rich  Re&ory  of  Wi- 
gan  in  Lancafiire,  in  commendam  with  it,  he  gave 
himfelf  up  entirely  to  his  Intereft,  and  therefore 
fhew'd  himfelf  forward  upon  all  occafions  to  run 
in  with  King  James's  Humour,  purpofely  to  ob- 
tain a  Tranflation  to  a  better  Bifhoprick.  For  the 
furtherance  of  which,  he  made  it  his  fole  Endea- 
vour to  be  gracious  with  the  then  great  and  leading 
Men,  and  to  make  his  Appearance  in  all  publick 
AfTemblies,  particularly  in  thofe  wherein  the  Po- 
pifh  Bifhops  were  confecrated.  He  became  a 
falfe  Brother?  and  a  Spy  upon  the  feven  Bifhops, 
when  they  were  preparing  their  Petition  to  the 
King  againft  reading  the  Declaration  of  Indul- 
gence ?  and  in  fborr,  grew  to  be  Co  univerfally 
hated  by  all  True  Sons  of  the  Church  of  England, 
that  upon  the  Arrival  of  the  Prince  of  Orange?  he 
thought  it  his  bed  way  to  withdraw  privately,  to 
skulk,  and  in  a  difguifed  Habit  to  follow  his 
Matter  into  France?  and  after  that  into  Ireland  ; 
Dies  poor  where  being  defpifed,  hated,  and  teazed  in  his 
at  Dub-  very  laft  Hours,  by  the  Papifts,  he  died  poor  and 
lin.  unpitied  on  all  fides,  on  the  15th  of  April?  1689. 

at  Dublin. 

5/VRob.       As  for  the  Chief- Juftice,  Sir  Robert  Wright? 

Wright,  he  was  from  a  Peribn  not  very  much  known  at  the 
Bar,  advanc'd  to  be  Lord  Chief- Juftice  of  the 
Kings-Bench  ?  the  Court,  no  doubt,  having  fafli- 
cient  AfTurance  of  his  ready  compliance  with  the 

arbitrary 
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arbitrary  Proceedings  of  the  Times.  Many  In- 
ftances  of  which  he  gave  at  the  Bifhops  Trial  *, 
more  particularly  when  the  Counfel  for  their 
Lordlhips  were  arguing,  tho  with  much  Caution 
and  Modefty,  againft  the  difpenfing  Power ,  Sir 
Robert  fpake  aiide,  and  faid,  /  tmft  not  fuffer  this^ 
they  intendto  difpute  the  King  s  Power  of  fufpcnding 
Laws.  To  which,  that  excellent  Lawyer  and  Pa- 
triot Sir  John  Powell  making  anfwer,  c  That  the 
c  Bifhops  Counfel  mud  necefTarily-  fall  upon  that 
c  Point  *,  for  if  the  King  had  no  fuch  Power,  (as 
c  clearly  he  had  not  in  his  Judgment)  the  natural 
c  Confequence  would  be,  that  the  Bifhops  Peti- 
c  tion  would  be  no  diminution  of  the  King's  Re- 
c  gal  Power,  and  fo  not  feditious  or  libellous  : 
Wright  rudely  reply'd  :  Br -other •,  /  know  you  are 
full  of  that  Doctrine }  but  however,  my  Lords  the 
BiJJjops  Jhall  have  no  occafion  to  fay,  that  I  deny  to 
hear  their  Counfel.  Brothers ,  you  fiall  have  your 
Will  for  once,  and  I  will  hear  them  ;  let  them  talk 
till  they  are  weary.  This  was  the  laft  Drudgery 
Wright  did  for  the  Court :  for  the  Noife  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange's  Expedition  put  him  and  other 
Adventurers  for  the  Dcftru&ion  of  our  Religion 
and  Liberties  upon  Caution.  His  Popifh  Brother- 
Judg  Allybone  civilly  dies  before  the  Revolution, 
which  fent  the  Chancellor  to  the  Tower,  but  the  D-ies  -m 
Chief-  Juftice  to  Newgate,  the  fitted  place  for  Newgate, 
him  to  make  his  Exit  in. 

Sir  Edward,  Herbert  was  the  youngeft:  Son  of  chief 
Sir  Edward  Herbert ;    feme   time  Keeper  of  the  Juftice 
Great  Seal  to  Charles  11.  in  his  Exile:    During  Herbert. 
which  Sir  Edward  died  neglected,  at  Span  in  Nor- 
mandy.   Sir  Edward,  the  Son,  after  he  had  flu- 
died  the  Law  in    the  Middle-Temple ,  being  not 
able  to  fubfift  by  his  ProfeiHon,    took,   as  fome 
faid,  that  of  a  Soldier   upon  hfm  in  the  Horfe- 
Guards  at  Dublin  -,    where,   however  it  came  a- 
bout,  in  procefs  of  time,  his  Knowledg  in  the  Law 

JL  made 
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made  him  be  taken  notice  of,  and  promoted  to  be 
Attorny-General  \  after  that  he  fucceeded  Jeffreys 
as  Chief- Juftice  c&Chefler,  and  was  made  Attorny 
to  the  Duke  of  Tofk,  who  (when  King)  in  OBo- 
ber,  1685.  made  him  Lord  Chief- Juftice  of  the 
Kings-Bench  and  a  Privy-Counfellor  j  but  not 
long  after,  for  his  greater  Profit,  remov'd  him 
to  the  Common-Fleas,  where  continuing  till  the 
Revolution,  he  follow'd  the  Fortune  of  his  abdi- 
cated Mafter,  firft  into  France,  then  to  Ireland, 
and  (b  back  again  with  him  into  France,  where 
he  became  his  Nominal  Lord-Chancellor  :  and 
not  with  (landing  all  his  Services,  and  his  be- 
ing excluded  out  of  the  Ad:  of  Indemnity 
in  England,  he  had  the  Misfortune  to  be 
firft  accufedk  by  the  Papifts  of  (peaking  dif- 
refpeclful  Words  of  the  King  *,  of  which  he 
had  no  fooner  clear'd  himfelf,  but  he  was 
Vies  in  chargd  with  Correfpondence  with  England,  tried 
Exile  and  and  imprifbned,  and- at  laft  died  in  Difgrace 
Difgrace.    and  Contempt. 

•SzVTho.  The  Author  of  that  famous  Compliment,  Grief 
Jenner.  in  one  hand,  and  Sorrow  in  the  other  ;  \  mean, 
the  wife  Recorder  of  the  City,  Sir  Thomas  Jen- 
ner.  Certainly  there  fcarce  ever  was  in  this  Na- 
tion fuch  a  ftupid  Dealer  in  the  Law  as  himfelf  \ 
and  yet  he  muft,  forfooth,  be  a  Baron  of  the 
the  Exchequer,  and  an  Ecclefiafiical  Commiflio- 
ner :  However,  there  was  one  Happinefs  attending 
him,  That  he  was  fo  inconfiderable  and  worth- 
iefs  a  Tool,  that  tho  he  liv'd  feveral  Years 
after  the  Revolution,  at  his  Houfe  at  Teter* 
fiam  near  Richmond,  he  continu'd  unmolefted  *, 
tho  at  the  fame  time  defpifed  and  neglected  to 
the  laft  degree  of  Infamy,  till  the  Hour  of  his 
Death,  which  no  body  thought  worth  record- 
ing. 


As 
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As  for  the  reft  that  were  concern'd  in  this 
wicked  and  illegal  Commillion,  Fortune  has 
been  (b  fantaftical,  that  iiie  has  fometimes 
rais'd  'em  up,  fometimes  flung  'em  down.  They 
are  now  at  the  top  of  her  Wheel,  but  may 
exped:  the  Round  will  come  about  to  the  Point 
of  their  Merit,  and  we  fhall  then  talk  of  'em 
with  the  fame  Sincerity  and  Truth  as  we  have 
done  of  their  departed  Brethren. 


APPENDIX. 


An  INSCRIPTION  intended  to 
be  fet  up  for  one  of  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Commiffioners, 

WHEN 

By  the  happy  Effefts 

of  his  Miniftrv 

The 

Chappel  of  St.  St is  become 

a  Chappel  to  the  Jefuits. 

Approv'd  by  the  General,  and. 
By  Father  Le  Chaife. 

T  O 

The  eternal  Memory 

of 

the  aforefaid,  <&c. 

I 
A  Perfon  form'd  by  the  Stars  for  daring  Exploit?, 
Infpir'd  by  the  chappy  Genius  of  our  Society, 
And  by  the  Infolence  of  his  own  Temper 

Fitted  for  Arbitrary  Power. 

A  conftant  Friend  to  France  in  all  Reigns : 

A  true  Lover  of  Tyranny  in  all  Perfons: 

An  Enemy  to  Moderation  in  all  Times. 

h  2  Not 
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Not  obfcuring,but  exceeding  theMerits  of  his  Father, 
Whofc  Sale  of  one  Town  ought  not  to  be  nam'd 
With  that  of  three  Kingdoms, 
And  all  Europe. 
The  Father  procured  a  barren  Bed, 
And  exalted  the  Product  of  his  own: 
But  his  Son  projected  greater  things, 
And  tore  out  three  Leaves  with  as  much  eafe 
As  She  Son  of  Philip  cut  the  Gordian  Knot. 
What  did  he  intend 
By  marrying  one  Daughter  to  the  E.  of  D.for  England, 
Another  to  the  D.  of  0.  for  Ireland, 
And  offering  a  third  to  the  E.  of  A.  for  Scotland, 
What  was  it  but  to  afpireto  the  higheft  Titles, 
In  which  he  was  fure  of  our  Support? 
He  was  early  initiated  in  our  tremendous  Myfterys, 

And  always  active  to  promote  our  holy  Caufe. 

None  thought  fo  fit  to  ruin  the  Proteftants  in  Poland, 

Or  to  attempt  that  of  Dantzic\> 

And  the  Cities  of  Pruffia, 

To  countermine  Sir  William  Temple's 

Sincere  Negotiations. 

Securing  to  France  what  he  intended  for  Spain,  and 

Betraying  the  Dutch,  the  better  to  fubdue  the  English 

Nurs'd  with  the  Milk  of  Slavery: 

A  Penlioner  to  Lewis  the  Great, 

An  Enemy  to  the  Englifl)  Conftitution, 

And  the  rapacious  Oppreffer  of  his  Fellow  Subjects  1 

Which  made  a  ftubborn  Parliament 

Vote  him  a  Foe  to  the  King  and  Kingdom,, 

So  great  a  Favourer  of  the  D.  of  7". 

As  to  be  fufpe&ed  by  King  Charles  the  Second, 

Whofe  (eafonable  and  unnatural  Death 

Prevented  our  Hero's  Banifhment  and  Difgrace. 

He  was  L.  H.  T. 

And  firftM.  ofS.  I 

To  our  bleffed  Difciple  an4  ConfefTor, 

The  Martyr's  Son,  J.  the  Juft  ; 

When  he  bravely  laid  afide  the  ufe  of  Parliaments, 

And  arbitrarily  levy'd  Taxes  by  his  own  Authority. 

Firft  Layman  in  the  IJ.  C.  C         (tion  : 

The  nobleft  Machin  of  jt  felf  to  difpatch  the  Reforma- 

But  a  thoufand  times  more  effectual  under  fuch  a 

Manager, 
The  Warmth  of  whofe  Genius  might  kindle  all  our 
^       Fires. 

He 


for  a,  High  Commiffioner.  77 

He  ftoutly  oppos'd  the  Abdication, 
The  Bill  of  Abjuration  and  Recognition. 
But  above  all,  and  for  the  fake  of  all, 
His  Mafter-piece  muft  eternally  fhine  in  our  Annals, 
For  getting  himfelf 
To  be  firft  M.  to  Ring  William, 
Tho  Brother-in-Law  to  King  James, 
And  an  Oppofer  of  all  his  Defigns- 
Ever  fince  the  Revolution : 
An  Attempt  even  to  be  envy'd  by  a  Jefuit. 
The  Secretary  of  the  H.  C. 

He  has  made  a  S.  of  S. 
And  foon  was  the  whole  C. 
To  be  brought  into  the  M. 
To  this  we  owe 
The  fcafonable  Diffolution  of  the  laft  Parliament,    1700. 
"Which  gave  a  happy  Opportunity  to  the  K,  of  France 
To  make  his  Grandfon  Viceroy  of  Spain  3 
Kept  the  Dutch  Hereticks  unrefolv'd, 
And  the  Englifh  Hereticks  unprepar'd  : 
Weaken'd  their  Conduct  by  the  Adminiftration  in  bis 
own  Hands : 
Lulling  them  afleep : 
Difpiriting  and  Menacing  all 
By  his  trufty  Emiflarys  and  Fellow-Confpirators. 
This  hinder'd  the  Friends  of  Liberty  from  lending 

Mony : 

For  who  wou'd  lend  while  he  govern'd  ? 

By  thefe  Means, 

And  our  Afliftance, 

He  meant  to  accomplifh  as  fudden  a  Change, 

And  with  as  little  Oppofition 

As  the  late  curft  Revolution^ 

For  which  Services, 

As  well  as  others  innumerable, 

And  his  ftriking  the  great  Blow  at  Vniverfal  Monarchy^ 

Which  is  now  on  the  point  of  being  eftabliQi'd, 

The  Society  is  bound  to  acknowledg 

ETERNAL  GRATITUDE. 


A  Translation  of  the  SPEECH  made 
to  the  King  of  F^W,  1677.  to  which 
Allufion  is  had  in  the  Infcripion. 

Moft  Illuftrious  Prince, 

HE  King,  my  Mafter,  has  commanded  me  to  let  your 
Majefty  know  the  Refolution  he  has  taken  to  concur  in 
all  Foints  with  the  Moll  Chriftian  King  ;  giving 
your  Majefty  all  poffible  Affurance  in  the  eftabliflftng  your 
Majeftf  s  Title,  in  fuch  ways  as  your  Majefty  flmll  judg  mo3 
effeflual  to  the  fecuring  your  Crown  and  Dignity.,  and  the  fu- 
ture Honour  and  Safety  of  the  Queen  and  the  Royal  Ijfue. 

The  K'mg,  my  Mafter,  is  truly  fenftble  of  the  great  Mif- 
fortune  of  thofe  P)  inces,  whofe  F'ower  muft  be  bounded,  and 
Reajon  regulated  by  the  f ant  aftick  Humours  of  their  Subjetls. 
Till  Princes  come  to  be  freed  from  thefe  Inconveniercies,  the 
King,  my  Mafter,  fees  no  probable  Profpeft  of  eftabl'ifliing  the 
Molt  Holy  Apoftolick  Roman  Catholick  Religion. 

In  order  to  promote  your  Majefty  s  Affairs, the  King  my  Mafter 
has  written  to  the  Kings  o/Sweden  and  Denmark,  to  the 
Elellor  of  Brandenburgh,  and  other  his  Majefty*  s  Allies 
in  thofe  Parts,  That  notwithllanding  the  Wars  and  Diffe- 
rences betwixt  thofe  Princes,  they  afford  your  Majefty  alt 
poffible  Afjiftance  in  your  Majefty s  Pretenfions  to  Dantzick  : 
He  has  alio  oblig'd  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  divert  the  States 
of  the  United  Provinces  from  interpoftng  in  that  Affair, 
either  by  diffuading  your  Majefty,  or  giving  Affiftance  to  the 
rebellion  Inclinations  of  the  Citizens  of  Dantzick. 

The  King,  my  Mafter,  has  commanded  me  to  affure  your 
Majefty,  that  as  foon  as  he  can  difpofe  of  Affairs }  fo  as  to 
effett  a  general  Peace,  (the  fpeedy  accompli  foment  of  which 
he  doubts  not  of ,  ^eMoft  Chriftian  King  having  left  the 
whole  Affair  in  his  Hands')  he  does  not  queftion  but  by  the 
Affiftance  and  Concurrence  of  the  Kings  and  Princes  con- 
cerned, to  put  an  end  to  all  the  Fusions  and  vain  Pretences, 
not  only  of  the  Free  and  Hans-Towns,  but  alfo  to  the  Dutch 
Republick  ;  who  have  upon  all  occafions  not  only  threatened 
the  Prince  oj  Orange,  but  alfo  the  Kings  and  Princes  in 
rhtfe  Parts  of  the  World ;  their  pretended  Liberty  having 
been  of  pernicious  Confeqncnce,  by  their  rebellious  Example. 

And 
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And  fir  the  better  effecting  tbefe  good  Ends,  thxt  are  wiflied 
for,  and  defir'd,  (the  particulars  whereof  I  fiall  fet  down 
more  hereafter)  ]  am  commanded  by  the  King,  my  Matter, 
to  join  with  the  Moft  Chriftian  RlngV  Ambaffador  in  this 
Court,  the  Count  de  Bethune,  to  defire  your  Majejly  to 
give  what  Succours  can  be  afforded  from  this  Kingdom,  in 
order  to  the  giving  Life  to  the  Malecontents  in  Hungary, 
the  better  to  difpofe  the  Emperor  and  the  Confederacy  to  accept 
of  fuch  Terms  of  Peace  as  flail  be  judged  reasonable  for  ymr 
Ma)eftfs  Service  and  Interest,  and  the  other  good  Ends  be- 
fore premifed. 


The  True  Patriot  Vindicated  : 

O  R, 

A  Jufiifcation  of  his  Excellency  the  E — •  of 

R -,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 

from  fever  al  falfe    and  fcandalous  Re- 
ports. 

The  Firft  Part. 

SU  C  H  is  the  Fate  of  all  Great  Men,  that  they 
muft  expect  Detractors.  If  any  Man  might  pre- 
tend to  an  Exemption,  the  Perfon  whole  Apo- 
logy I  am  writing,  is  the  likelieft.  His  great  Merits 
to  the  King,  from  his  coming  over,  and  thofe  fo 
juftly  rewarded  with  fuch  high  Favours :  Governing 
one  Kingdom  in  Per/on,  another  by  his  Pupil,  and  the 
principal  of  the  three  by  his  Coun'fel  ;  well  fupporced 
by  his  Party,  and  above  all  happy  in  his  Temper  and 
Difcretion.  And  yet  this  Man  cannot  efcape  without 
Enemies,  and  malicious  Stories  are  fcattered  abroad 
to  lefTen  his  high  Character. 

I  (hall  not  think  it  worth  while  to  ra':e  together 
every  fpireful  and  impertinent  Tale,  whifper'd  con- 
cerning him,  but  leave  them  to  penfh  in  Obfcurity 
with  their  Authors.  I  [hall  confine  my  felf  to  thole 
Objections  which  feem  to  leave  the  greateft  Im- 
prefilons  on  Mens  Minds  to  his  difadvantage.    And 

if 
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if  I  can  wholly  juftify  him,  or  at  leaft  render  him 
very  excufable  a*  to  every  one  of  thofe,  other  things 
will  fall  of  courfe,  and  honeft  Men  will  be  no  longer 
feduc'd  to  doubt  his  being  that  true  Patriot  which 
his  Friends  publifh  him  to  be. 

The  firft  Objection  then  which  is  made  to  him, 
and  which  feems  moftdireftly  to  contradict  this  Cha- 
racter of  him,  is,  That  when  he  was  Lord  Treafurer 
to  King  James,  he  ihVd  out  Orders,  and   caufed  to 
be  levied  the  Duties  of  Tonnage  and  Poundage,  and 
other  Cuftoms,  for  feveral  Months  after  the  Death 
of  Ring  Charles,  without  any  Warrant  or  Authority 
of  Law.    This  Charge  is  very  malicioufly  aggrava- 
ted.    'Tis  faid  to  be  direftly  contrary  to  the  famous 
Statute  de  Tallagio  non  Concedendo,  and  above  twenty 
other  antient  Laws :  To  be  a  direft  violation  of  the 
Petition  of  Right  in  the  third  Year  of  Ring  Charles 
the  Firft  :  To  be  a. much  higher  thing  than  the  le- 
vying  of  Ship-many;  and  the  lefs  excufable,  becaufe  it 
came  after  that  was  folemnly  condemn'd.     You  fee 
how  Envy  can  improve  things.  It  will  not  be  allow'd 
that  fuch  Anions  can  confift  with  the  Character  of  a 
Patriot.    It  is  faid  this  was  of  all  others  the  moft  fa- 
tal Stroke  to  our  Conftitution,  and  is  totally  incon- 
fiftent  with  Property  and  Parliaments. 

As  fpecious  as  this  Charge  appears,  I  hope  to  vin- 
dicate this  noble  Earl  from  it ;  or,  which  is  all  one, 
to  (hew  that  there  are  Men  in  the  World  who  are 
obliged,  and  are  (above  all  others)  able  to  do  it. 

It  is  undoubtedly  a  Queftion  of  Law,  whether  the 
Cuftoms  may  be  levied  without  confent  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  who  but  Lawyers  are  fit  to  judg  of  that 
Queftion  ?  I  appeal  to  every  Man,  if  amongft  all 
who  call  themfelves  by  the  Name  of  Lawyers,  there 
can  be  found  two  perfons  who  pretend  to  be  more 
nice  in  difcerning  what  is  agreeable  to  the  Englifl) 
Conftitution,  and  more  zealous  in  maintaining  it, 
than  Sir  Bartholomew  Shower,  and  SkJJumfry  Mackyvorth. 
Are  there  two  Men  whofe  Opinions,  even  in  Mens 
Thoughts  at  this  time,  the  noble  Earl  could  more 
fafely  follow  than  theirs  >  If  then  I  can  fhew  that 
in  the  opinion  of  thefe  two  learned  Perfons,  the 
Collection  of  the  Cuftoms  in  that  cafe  was  not  only 
lawful,  but  a  gracious  Aft  in  Ring  James-,  founded 
upon  as  good  Right  as  Magna  Charta,  and  much  more 
antient,  and  that  all  who  wereagainft  it  were  Ene- 
mies 
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mies  to'  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of  the  Kingdom- — 
I  hope  I  have  made  a  good  Step  toward  the  Juftifka- 
tion  of  the  noble  Earl.  To  do  this,  I  fhall  not  pro- 
duce an  Opinion  given  in  private,  but  openly  in  the 
face  of  the  Kingdom,  prefented  to  King  James,  and 
publifh'd  in  the  London  Gazette,  N°  201$.  In  the  Ar- 
ticle from  Whitehall,  March  7.  1684.  it  is  faid,  c  The 
8  following  Addrefs  from  the  Middle-Temple  was  pre- 
<  fented  by  Sir  Humfvey  Mac\wrrth,  accompanied  with 
€  a  great  many  Barrifters  and  Students,  being  intro- 
J  duc'd  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Beaufort, 

Moil  Dread  Sovereign, 

WE  your  Majefly's  moft  Dutiful  and  Loyal  8ubie8s\ 
■with  all  Humility  congratulate  the  legal  and  peace- 
able Defcent  of  this  Imperial  Crown  upon  your  Majefty,  the 
only  Remedy  for  our  unfpea\able  Sorrow  for  the  Death  of 
our  late  moji  Gracious  Sovereign,  of  ever -glorious  and 
bleffed  Memory. 

Tour  Mtjefly's  unparaUeVd  Juftice,  Courage  and  Condull 
Cfignali^'d  to  the  World  before  they  became  Ornaments  to  the 
Crown)  give  a  perfeft  Affurance  of  Happinefs  to  thefe  Na- 
tions under  your  Government.  We  cannot  therefore  but  with 
the  deepeji  fenfe  of  Gratitude  acknowledg  your  Majeftfs 
great  Goodnefs  and  Condefcenfwn  in  your  late  Declaration, 
and  in  particular,  That  your  Majefly  hath  been  gracioufly 
pleased  in  purfuance  of  the  fame  to  extend  your  Royal  Care 
of  the  Government  to  the  Prefervation  of  the  Cujioms,  the 
Intermijjion  whereof  would  not  only  have  difabled  your  Ma- 
jefty  to  maintain  the  Navy  in  defence  of  the  Realm,  but  by 
taking  away  the  Ballance  of  Trade,  have  ruin'd  Thoufands 
of  your  Majeftys  Sub)eUs  that  paid  Cuftom  in  the  life  of  our 
late  Sovereign,  and  by  an  excejjive  Exportation  and  Importa- 
tion Cuflom-free,  have  rendered  that  Branch  of  the  Revenue 
unprofitable  for  fome  Tears  to  come,  notwithfianding  all  the 
Care  and  Loyalty  of  the  fucceeding  Parliament*  For  which 
reasons  the  fame  have  been  continually  received  by  your  Maje- 
ftyys  Royal  Predeceffors  for  fome  hundreds  of  Tears,  and  never 
queftion'd  by  any  Parliament,  unlefs  in  that  wherein  were 
fownthe  Seeds  of  Rebellion  againji  the  Glorious  Martyr,  your 
Royal  Father  of  ever -bleffed  Memory, 

'Tit  a  received  Maxim  of  tl^e  Common  Law,  Thefaurus 
Regis  eft  Vinculum  Pads  &  Bellorum  Nervi;  fuch  it 
the  happy  Conftitution  of  this  Monarchy,  That  your  Majefty*s 
High  Prerogative  h  thj  greateft  Security  of  the  Liberty  and 
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Property  of  the  Subjefl  *,  fo  that  whoever  would  impair  th* 
Revenue  of  the  Crown,  muft  by  this  Fundamental  Law  fas 
binding  as  Magna  Charta,  and  more  AntientJ  be  efteem'd 
an  Enemy  to  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of  this  Kingdom, 

We  therefore  think,  it  our  indifpenfible  Duty  to  endeavour 
the  Choice  of  fuch  Reprefentatives  for  the  refpeftive  Counties 
and  Boroughs  to  which  we  belong,  as  may  not  only  concur  in 
fettling  a  Revenue  to  fupport  the  Government  as  formerly,  but 
alfo  few  a  grateful  fen fe  of  the  great  things  you  have  done 
and  fuffer'd  for  w  already,  an  intire  Confidence  in  your 
Majejtys  Goodnefs  towards  m  for  the  future,  and  a  cheer- 
ful Compliance  with  your  Heroic^  Inclinations  to  advance  the 
Honour  and  Inter  eft  of  thefe  Nations,  May  there  be  never 
wanting  Millions  as  Loyal  as  we  are,  to  facrifice  their  Lives 
and  Fortunes  in  defence  of  your  Sacred  Perfon  and  Preroga- 
tive in  its  full  Extent,  and  incejfantly  pray  the  King  of  Kings 
to  grant  to  your  Majefty  a  long  and  happy  Reign  over  us. 

It  may  be  pretended,  that  tho  it  be  certain  that 
Sir  Humfrey  Mackporth  prefented  this  Addrefs,  yet  no- 
thing more  can  be  certainly  collected  from  the  Ga- 
zette. To  this  I  fay,  that  if  there  were  any  danger 
of  thefe  Gentlemens  Receding  (which  I  can  never  fuf- 
peft  in  Men  of  their  Virtue  and  Publick  Zeal)  the 
Original  Addrefs  hapens  to  be  extant,  and  may  be 
reforted  to,  where  both  their  Hands  appear;  and 
there  are  Men  of  great  Quality  alive,  who  can  prove 
that  Sir  Barth.  did  not  only  bear  Sir  Humfrey  company 
at  the  prefenting  of  it,  but  put  a  juft  Value  upon 
himfelf,  as  being  the  happy  Penman  of  fo  fignificant 
a  Compliment  to  K.  James,  It  muft  be  confefs'd  I 
did  hope  to  have  ftrengthen'd  my  Argument  from  the 
weight  of  fome  other  Names  to  that  Paper,  but  I 
find  them  upon  perufalto  be  fo  veryobfcure  and  un- 
known (tho  it  be  calPd  an  Unanimous  Addrefs)  that 
I  do  not  pretend  to  draw  any  great  Confequences 
from  them  to  make  good  my  Defence  of  the  Earl. 
But  I  want  them  not,  thefe  two  Names  are  worth 
hundreds,  they  are  forthcoming,  are  at  the  head  of 
the  Management ;  and  whenever  they  (hall  be  call'd 
upon,  will  be  ready  (as  Men  of  Honour  ought  to  be} 
to  make  good  their  Pofitions,  and  to  fliew  that  they 
were  not  Time-fervers,  and  did  not  miflead  the  No- 
ble Earl. 

I  have 
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I  have  been  confidering  what  Malice  can  fay  againft 
this  Argument  (for  Malice  I  expecl:  fhould  fay  all  it 
can  upon  the  Occafion.)  Suppofe  then  it  fhould  be 
faid  (as  it  has  been)  that  Sir  Humfirey  Maclyvortb  was 
a  younger  Brother  without  any  Fortune,  or  Name 
in  his  Profeffion  ;  that  it  is  true,  he  had  been  knigh- 
ted, but  it  was  for  Revelling,  not  Law,  and  that  pro- 
bably this  is  the  only  Opinion  he  was  ask'd  to  give 
either  before  or  fince. 

To  this  I  mail  reply,  that  if  Scurrility  may  pafs 
for  Argument,  every  body  may  be  run  down.  I  mall 
ufe  two  Inftances  only  to  fhew  him  to  be  a  great  Man 
in  himfelf,  let  the  World  judg  as  they  pleafe.  His 
Notable  Management  of  the  Mine-Adventure,  which 
if  well  con fider'd,  is  a  convincing  Proof  of  his  Truth 
and  Honefty  •,  and  his  Vindication  of  the  Rights  of 
the  Commons  of  England,  is  no  lefs  a  proof  of  his 
Modefty  in  undertaking,  his  Candour  in  true  repeat- 
ing Matter  of  Fa£t,  and  his  Judgment  in  managing 
that  Controverfy. 

But  fuppofe  Sir  Hum-fiefs  Opinion  alone  might  not 
have  had  weight  enough  to  have  warranted  an  Action 
of  fo  great  confequence,  yet  when  Sir  Barth.  gives  a 
Sanation  to  it,  what  room  is  left  for  doubt  ?  What 
he  maintains,  paffes  for  Law  immediately,  whatever 
Opinion  People  had  of  it  before.  Was  there  ever  a 
Proceeding  more  decry'd  and  detefted  than  that  a- 
gainft  the  Lord  Ruffe  I  ?  But  as  foon  as  ever  Sir  Bart. 
Shower  undertook  to  juftify  that  whole  Matter,  in  a 
Pamphlet  which  he  call'd,  The  Magistracy  and  Govern- 
ment of  England  vindicated,  has  not  every  body  been 
fatisfy'd  that  my  Lord  Ruffel  was  try'd  fairly,  and 
fuffer'd  juftly,  and  that  the  King  and  Parliament 
were  in  the  wrong  in  reverfing  the  Attainder  ?  So 
I  doubt  not,  tho  it  may  appear  a  Paradox  to  fay* 
that  the  King  may  levy  Taxes  without  Parliament, 
yet  when  Sir  Barth.  is  heard  to  that  Point,  all  Men 
will  readily  acquiefce  in  it. 

But  fome  may  think  I  run  on  too  fait,  and  pre- 
fume  more  than  I  ought  on  the  prefent  Opinion  of 
that  eminent  Lawyer.  I  have  been  told,  he  has 
chang'd  his  Mind  more  than  once  in  a  much  lefs 
time.  In  his  Preface  to  his  Reports  of  Cafes  ad- 
judg'd  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  he  fpoke  of  their  Ju- 
dicature as  the  nobleft  and  moft  neceflary  part  o£ 
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the  EngJifl)  Conftitution,  and  in  a  few  months  time 
he  treated  it  in  a  Speech  publickly  in  the  Middle- 
Temple  Hall,  as  a  downright  Ufurpation.  It  has 
been  alfo  told  me,  when  I  was  thought  to  lay  too 
much  ftrefs  upon  his  Support,  that  he  got  but  oddly 
off  when  he  was  charg'd  with  another  very  folemn 
Opinion  of  his,  by  which  the  poor  Soldiers  fuffer'd 
Death  for  deferting  in  King  James's  time,  which 
fome  call  Murder,  and  fetting  up  Martial  Law  in 
time  of  Peace,  (a  thing  very  Abhorrent  from  the  Eng- 
lifl>  Conftitution  :)  But  he  did  not  think  it  proper  or 
feafonable  to  juftify  either  his  Law  or  his  Honefty 
upon  theOccaiion,  contenting  himfelf  with  faying, 
He  was  not  above  29  Tears  old  when  he  did  it>  and  had  hn 
fortunes  to  ma^e. 

For  my  part,  I  think  thofe  who  call  to  mind  loofe 
Sayings  of  this  fort,  have  very  Ungentleman-like 
Memories,  I  take  this  learned  Knight  to  have  too 
great  Tendernefs  and  Regard  to  the  Noble  Earl,  -to 
defert  him  in  fo  weighty  a  matter.  He  will  conlider 
that  fach  fort  of  Excufes  will  not  ferve  above  once  : 
It  may  be  eafy  to  get  off  when  only  a  few  poor  Com- 
mon Soldiers,  who  have  been  long  dead  and  buried, 
are  in  the,  cafe  \  but  it  will  not  be  fo  when  the  Con- 
teft  is  with  as  many  Statutes,  that  have  many  of 
them  liv'd  long,  and  'tis  to  be  hop'd  they  are  pretty 
healthful  ftill,  and  likely  to  lad  much  longer.  No, 
i  have  no  doubt  but  whenever  he  (hall  be  call'd  upon 
he  will  be  ready  to  make  good  the  Law  of  his  Ad- 
drefs,  and  therefore  I  (hall  look  upon  the  Noble  Earl 
as  fully  juftify'd  in  this  point. 

A  fecond  thing  objected  to  this  Noble  Earl,  is,  his 
fitting  and  acting  in  the  High-Corn  miflion  Court, 
which  is  pretended  to  be  dire&ly  againft  One  exprefs 
Acl  of  Parliament,  tho  not  againft  fo  many  as  the 
former  Charge. 

I  ought  to  be  very  cautious  of  what  I  fay  in  rela- 
tion to  this  Point,  becaufe  the  iffuing  and  caufing  to  be 
executed  a  Commifjion  under  the  Great  Seal  for  eretting  a 
Court  caiTdy  The  { Court  of  Comm'ifjioners  for  Ecclefiajhcal 
Caufes,  was  one  of  the  Charges  againft  the  late 
King.  But  I  have  been  affur'd  by  very  conliderable 
Perfons,  that  in  a  Debate  not  long  fince  touching 
the  Deprivation  of  a  Simoniacal  Bishop,  fome  No- 
ble L— — s  made  a  large  advance  towards  ihewing 
~~"~  the 
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the  Neceflity  of  fuch  Commiflion,  and  would  not 
allow  but  that  there  mult  be  a  failure  of  Juftice 
without  it. 

But  fuppofing  that  in  all  the  Rigor  of  Law,  as 
things  now  ftand,  this  matter  cannot  be  entirely 
maintain'd  :  Yet  if  I  can  prove  the  Noble  Earl  went 
herein  upon  as  Aire  grounds  as  may  juftify  the  Aclion 
of  a  prudent  Man  in  any  other  cafe,  he  ought  not 
to  be  cenfur'd  with  Severity. 

The  Objections  againft  this  Commiflion  are,  That 
it  was  erected  againft  Law,  That  it  was  intended  for 
the  Ruin  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  That  it  was 
carry'd  on  to  the  eftablifhing  of  Popery  in  the  Uni- 
verfities. 

As  to  all  thefe  matters,  I  think  the  Noble  Ear! 
has  as  much  to  fay  for  himfelf  as  can  reafonably  be 
expected  from  any  Man.  As  to  the  firit,  this  was 
a  Commiflion  for  Ecclefiaftical  Caufes,  and  who  fhall 
judg  of  it  but  Ecclefiaftical  Lawyers  ?  No  man  will 
fet  himfelf  upon  an  equal  foot  for  Knowledg  of  this 
kind  with  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Charles  Hedges , 
his  Majefty's  Principal  L Secretary  of  State,  and  Judg 
of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty.  Was  not  he  Ad- 
vocate to  that  Commiflion  ?  and  was  it  not  by  his 
Advice  they  a£ted  ?  Nothing  furely  which  they  did 
was  more  obje£table  than  their  Proceedings  againft 
Magdalen-College.  And  was  it  not  upon  him  that  the 
Weight  of  that  Expedition  lay  ?  lfuppofe  no  body, 
will  affirm  that  the  Ecclefiaftical  Commiffioners,  as 
to  the  Law-part  at  that  time,  did  much  rely  on  the 
then  Bifhop  of  Chefter,  or  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Wright, 
or  Baron  Jenner.  The  Letter  publifh'd  in  the  prin- 
ted Relation  of  thofe  Proceedings,  written  by  the 
Fellows  of  that  College,  dated  the  20th  of  Otlober 
1687.  and  directed  to  this  Honourable  Perfon,  fays 
they  were  glad  of  his  being  employ'd,  becaufe  of 
his  Learning  and  Ingenuity.  When  an  Enemy  makes 
fuch  aConfeflion,  had  not  this  Noble  Earl  ground 
enough  to  depend  upon  the  Legality  of  a  Com- 
miffion,  where  fuch  a  Man  fo  frankly  took  fo  great 
a  fhare  ? 

Secondly,  As  the  Noble  Earl  might  well  think 
himfelf  fafe  in  point  of  Law  from  what  has  been 
faid,  fo  moft  afluredly  he  could  not  think  the  Church 
£ould  receive  any  detriment  from  that  Commiflion, 
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while  he  had  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  GoJ 
the  Lord  Bilhop  of  Rochefter  fitting  by  his  fide.  I 
take  him  to  be  the  fteddy  Support  of  the  Church 
even  at  this  day.  Tis  he  that  protects  the  inferiour 
Clergy  from  "  Oppreffion.    Tis  at  the  Deanery  of 

W— that  all  the  fecret Councils  of  the  Church 

are  held  :  And  therefore  the  Noble  Earl  might  upon 
good  grounds  think  himfelf  fecure  as  to  hurting  the 
Church  while  he  kept  fuch  Company* 

I  expect  to  have  it  objected  to  me,  that  the  Bifhop 
has  renounced  this  Commiffion  in  his  printed  Letter 
to  my  Lord  Dorfet,  which  he  owns  to  be  written  only 
for  sl  Mitigation  of  his  Offence,  and  not  to  juflify  hit  fitting 
in  that  tiawt.  I  acknowledg  this  to  be  true,  but 
this  Letter  w^s  wrote  after  the  Revolution,  after  all 
the  MifChief  was  over,  and  after  this  Court  was  no 
more.'  So  let  the  B—  in  his  Humility  take  what 
fhame  he  pleafes  to  himfelf,  I  ftill  infift  upon  it, 
that  his  Example  might  very  well  millead  the  No- 
ble Earl. 

Thirdly,  The  Noble  Earl  could  never  entertain  a 
Sufpicion  that  this  Commiffion  could  be  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  Univerfities,  and  leaft  of  all  to  the 
introducing  of  Vopery there,  while  the  M-  of 

N made  one  of  the  Number  of  Commiffio- 

ners,  which  he  did  to  the  very  laft  :  His  Love  to 
Learning  is  known  by  his  Liberality  to  Dedicators; 
his  Skill  in  the  Latin  Language  appeared  eminently 
in  his  reading  two  Commiffions  lately  at  a  Confe- 
rence; and  could  he  be  engag'd  in  a  bufinefs  which 
might  prejudice  the  Univerfities  ?  As  to  Popery, 
the  Noble  Earl  I  dare  fay  never  heard  him  fufpefted 
of  the  leaft  Byafs  to  that  or  any  thing  of  that  kind  ; 
and  therefore  he  could  fear  nothing  from  a  Com- 
miffion where  he  had  a  Companion  fo  free  from 
Superftition,  from  Self-Love,  from  Pride;  Ill-Na- 
ture, and  as  known  an  Enemy  to  France  as  is  upon 
record  to  this  day. 

I  expecl  to  be  hit  in  the  teeth  with  his  Confeffion 
and  Retraction  written  to  Dr.  Til/rtfon,  and  his  de- 
vout kneeling  at  the  Elevation  on  every  folemn 
Day  in  the  P Chappel, 

To  the  firft  of  thefe  the  Anfwer  is  the  fame  as 
before ;  this  Letter  came  not  out  till  Ring  fames 
was  gone.    And  to  the  fecond,  I  hope  that  is  no 

great 
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great  Reflexion:  Why  might  not  hisL »p  take 

the  fame  liberty  with  another  great  Courtier,  old 
Naaman  the  Syrian,  who  found  it  neceflary  to  bow 
himfelf  with  his  Mafter  in  the  Houfe  of  Rimmon  * 
But  I  do  not  fee  how  this  concerns  the  noble  Earl, 
whofe  Apology  I  am  writing,  and  who  furely  if  he 
did  a  little  err,  deferves  great  Indulgence  from  every 
reafonable  Man,  upon  the  account  of  his  having 
err'd  in  fuch  Company  ? 

The  third  thing  which  the  Enemies  of  this  Noble 
Earl  endeavour  to  fpread  abroad  to  his  prejudice, 
is,  (what  did  provoke  me  above  all  other  things, 
becaufe  it  feem'dto  touch  him  as  to  his  Juftice  and 
Integrity,  for  which  he  does  fo  truly  deferve  to  be 
honour'd)  I  mean  the  cutting  of  three  Leaves  out 
of  a  Book,  containing  the  Accounts  of  the  Hearth- 
Mony,  during  his  Adminiftration  of  the  Treafury 
in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  together 
with  other  fcandalous  Circumftances  relating  to  that 
Affair. 

But  it  pleafesme  infinitely  to  think  I  have  the 
cleareft  Anfwer  to  give  to  this  unworthy  Surmife 
(for  it  is  no  more)  which  can  poflibly  be  imagin'd. 
No  Man  doubts  of  the  Noble  Earl's  Wifdom  and 
Forefight,  and  therefore  it  is  impoflible  for  any  Man 
to  conceive,  that  if  he  had  been  confcious  of  any 
indirect  Praclice  in  that  matter,  he  would  not  have 
made  ufe  of  his  Power  (which  all  will  agree  was 
very  great  after  the  time  when  this  was  fuppos'd  to 
be  done)  to  have  damn'd  all  Poflibility  of  a  future 
Enquiry.  But  on  the  contrary,  which  I  urge  as  a 
Demonftration  of  his  Innocence,  this  whole  Account 
is  open  at  this  very  day.  And  if  any  of  the  Ene- 
mies of  this  Noble  Earl  have  a  mind  to  examine 
into  it,  they  may  do  it  as  foon  as  they  pleafe  $  and 
I  dare  fay  he  boldly  challenges  them  to  do  it.  I 
have  heard  it  faid  in  Difcourfe  by  his  Maligners, 
that  he  may  be  fo  bold  now,  becaufe  Sir  Patrick 
Tramty  Mr.  Kingdon,  and  Mr.  Shales  are  dead,  and 
that  this  Challenge  was  never  heard  of  before.  To 
this  I  fay,  tho  there  be  no  end  of  venomous  and 
malicious  Infinuations,  yet  I  think  it  an  Anfwer, 
that  there  are  two  worthy  Gentlemen  ftill  alive, 
and  of  great  Reputation  for  Integrity,  who  know/ 
the  whole  truth  ©f  this  matter  §  I  mean  Anthony 
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Row Efq;  an&WiBiam  Bridges  Efq;  and  if  it  fhould  be 
thought  fit  to  have  them  thorowly  examin'd,  I  do 
not  in  the  leaft  doubt  but  it  will  tend  to  the  Ho- 
nour of  this  Noble  Earl,  who  is  ready  to  abide  the 
fevereft  Scrutiny. 

The  fourth  thing  which  is  frequently  objected  to 
this  Noble  Earli  is  furely  the  molt  foul  and  worft- 
grounded  of  all  Slanders,  as  if  there  had  been 
times  when  he  was  not  thought  a  very  Refolute 
and  Zealous  Proteftant.  But  I  fhall  eafily  vindi- 
cate him. 

There  are  two  things  urg'd  as  the  Grounds  for 
this  Scandal.  The  firft  is  a  Speech  which  it  is  pre- 
tended this  Lord  made  many  years  fince,  when  he 
was  Embaffadour  to  the  King  of  Poland,  wherein 
there  are  PaiTages  which  fhew  him  to  have  been  at 
that  time  in  the  Secret  for  advancing  Popery  and 
Frame,  and  for  ruining  the  Liberties  of  England,  and 
the  Republick  of  Holland.  Why  may  it  not  rea- 
fonably  be  believ'd  that  the  Speech  which  is  handed 
about  is  an  Impofture  ?  It  is  certain  that  John  So- 
bieskj  King  of  Poland  was  a  Stranger  to  the  Ehglifl) 
Language,  and  therefore  this  is  not  the  true  Difc 
courfe.  pronounc'd  before  him,  and  'poflibly.it  may 
be  very  unlike  it.  To  convince  the  World  that 
there  is  a  Protection  often  found  for  Worth  and 
Vertue,  when  it  is  leait  expected  :  Tho  this  hap- 
pened many  years  ago,  yet  there  is  a  Reverend  Di- 
vine, and  an  unfufpecled  Son  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, Dr.  Robert  South,  ftill  living.  He  waited  upon 
this  Noble  Earl  in  that  Embaffy  :  He.  put  this  .very 
Speech  for  him  into  Latin,  in  which  Tongue  the 
•Earl  delivered  it,  and,  the  World  will  very  Sudden- 
ly fee  the  Authentick  Paper  puMifn$  by  that 
Learned  Perfon,  which  will';  doubtlefs  be  a  full  Vin- 
dication of  his  molt,  hofiour'd  Lord  and  Patron. 

The  fecond  Occafion  taken  for  propagating  this 
Slander,  will  I  hope  appear  very  frivolous  as  it  19 
mention'd.  It  is,  that  this  Noble  Earl  in  King 
James's  Reign  was  fo  little  fix'd  and  refolv'd  in  his 
Religion,  that  he  yielded  to  be  inftrucled,  and  was 
content  to  admit  of  a  Difpute  between  fome  Priefts 
of  the  Church  of  Rome  and  fome  Divines  of  our 
Church,  in  his  Prefence  j  and  that  after  it  was 
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over  he  remain'd  fo  far  in  fufpence  as  not  to  de- 
clare which  Side  had  the  better.  \  < 

Suppotingthis  Faft  to  be  true  (which  the  Divines 
who  were  concern'd  in  the  Difpute  may  perhaps  fa- 
tisfy  the  World  to  be  quite  otherwife)  I  do  not  fee 
what  great  weight  can  be  laid  on  it.  No  Man  can 
be  too  well  inform'd.  He  might  be  thought  obfti- 
nate  and  unmannerly  to  his  Matter,  if  he  had  re- 
fus'd  the  Conference  :  Nor  ought  his  Silence  to  be 
objected  to  him  as  a  Fault ;  every  one  knows  how 
extremely  well-bred  the  Noble  Earl  is,  and  per- 
adventure  he  might  think  it  rude  to  put  the  Prieits 
out  of  countenance.  Perchance  he  thought  it  Wif- 
dom  at  that  time  to  keep  his  mind  to  himfelf:  We 
all  know  how  great  a  Mafter  of  Taciturnity  he  is. 
But  to  leave  this  kind  of  Reafoning,  and  to  put  all 
thefe  unjuft  Sufpicions  to  an  end  for  ever,  I  will 
give  you  the  Character  of  this  Noble  Earl  from  one 
who  knows  him  well,  his  own  Chaplain  Dr.  Hick- 
man, whofe  Word  every  body  will  depend  on.  In 
his  Dedication  of  his  printed  Sermons  to  the  Noble 
Earl,  he  tells  him  that  he  afferted  the  Caufe  of  the 
Eftabliflfd  Church  in  the  worfl  of  Times,  and  had  given 
the  World  a  GUr'vm  Example  both  of  a  Patriot  and  Con- 
feffor.  It  is  fure  he  cannot  mean  fince  the  Revolu- 
tion. After  fo  unbyafs'd  and  difinterefted  a  Cha» 
rafter,  I  fhall  add  no  more,  and  I  hope  every  one 
will  fay  it  is  enough. 

I  will  take  notice  only  of  one  more  Obje&ion  made 
to  this  Noble  Earl,  which  I  think  will  need  little  An- 
fwer.  It  is  faid,  he  oppos'd  the  putting  the  Crown 
on  the  King's  Head,  would  not  have  had  him  ac- 
knowledged Rightful  King,  protefted  againft  the 
Bill  of  Recognition,  and  was  violently  againft  the 
Afibciation,  and  a&ed  the  like  part  in  moft  other 
things  of  that  nature.  Without  inquiring  how  far 
thefe  things  are  true,  I  take  this  to  have  a  very  fe- 
ditidus  Tendency.  It  is  more  a  Reflection  on  the 
King  than  the  Noble  Lord  :  It  is  to  mfinuate  as  if 
the  King  a&ed  by  Humour  rather  than  Judgment, 
when  he  chufes  Minifters  fo  oddly;  nay,  it  is  to 
call  in  queftion  his  Wifdom  :  For  moft  certainly,  ff 
Oppofmg  and  Obftruftitig  be  the  way  to  GreatffeTs, 
there  never  will  be  wanting  Candidates  enough  of  , 
that    fort  for  his  Majefty's  Favour.      I   conclude 
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therefore,  that  either  thefe  things  are  falfe,  or  elfe 
that  the  Noble  Earl  has  found  out  fome  way  to 
make  more  than  enough  amends  to  his  Majefty  for 
all  that  is  paft. 

I  mall  conclude  at  prefent,  till  I  know  how  my 
poor  Endeavours  are  accepted,  where  I  offer  them 
with  great  Humility:  if  this  fucceed,  I  fhall  foon 
publifh  a  fecond  Part  of  the  Apology  J  if  otherwife, 
I  have  done  too  much  already. 


F    I    N    I    S. 


Lately  Publifh'd, 

Two  Letters  written  in  the  Year  1689.  by  the 
Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  the  prefent  Lord 
Bimopof  Rochefier,  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
late  Earl  of  Dorfet,  concerning  his  fitting  in  the  Ec- 
cieuaiiical  Commiffion  in  the  Reign  of  K.  James  II. 


